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Mr. President,
Mr. Secretary-General,
Exceliencies, - ' o fo
Distinguished Delegates, ' ' '
Ladies and Gentlemen.

. P
Itis my privilege and honour to convey the warm greetings and
good wishes of His Majesty Jigme Singye Wangchu’ck,f and the
government and people of Bhutan for the success of this
landmark Summlt 1 would also like to extend my delegatlon s
warm fehcntations on your electlon as Presndent
My delegatlon"'a{nd | would also like to place on record our deep
apprecnatlon to the government and people of South Afrlca for
May | also commend the WSSD Secretarlat and the
government of South Africa for the excellent arrangements
made for this Summit. We have come with the hope that our
collectlve wnsdom will forge concrete solutlonsto the problems
and challenges that threatep the survwal of our planet



Mr. President,

Ten years ago, world leaders met at Rio to rethink eoonomic
de\ielopment and find ways to halt the destruction af
irreplaceable natural resources and pollution of. the planet. The
Rio process resulted in the adoption of a bold agenda that
sought to transform our attitudes and behaviour towards the
environment. However, many of the goals of Agenda 21
remain: unfulfilled while the threats to our environment have
become more pressing. This Summit must review our
accompllshments and shortcomings, address new and
emerging challques and most |mportantly, reJr;wgorate the
political commitment and resolve to implement the plan of
action for sustainable development in a spirit of partnership
and sha;ed responsubmty We must refrain from renegotlatmg
the prmcuples and commitments of Rio and agree on a
programme that can be achieved wuthm a reahstlc tlmeframe

Mr:President,

Bhutan fully supports the prmcnple of global partnershlp and
common but dlfferentlated responsublhtles However
commltment to mternatlonal agreements, prmmples and
standards comes at a cost, one that weighs most heavily on
the poorest of the poor. While the benefits of environmental
conservation transcend national boundaries, it imposes



substantial opportunity costs that are neither shared nor
accorded due recognition or compensation. Bhutan has
foregone short-term benefits:for long term sustainability at great
costs to the people and the government. Thé need to protect
forests, conserve biodiversity, reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and adopt clean development mechanisms is
justifiably on the rise. The support for such initiatives has
unfortunately not been forthcoming. We are deeply concerned
about declining resources and.urge the developed countries to
honour the promises made at Rio and more recently. at
Monterrey. |

We firmly believe that our success in pursuing sustainable
development hinges upon the implementation of the outcomes
of, among others, the International Conference on Financing
for Development, the Fourth WTO Ministerial Conference and
the Millennium Summit. My delégation is gratified to note that
the funds of the Global Environment Fafbility (GEF) have been
replenished to fulfil its specific objectives and goals, for which
we are grateful to all the donors. - L



Mr. President; e ot
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During the Millennium Summit, we reséived to achieve a nutnber
of internationally @greed goals. We also reaffirmed our support
for the principles of sustainable development inciuding those
set out in Agenda 21. We must now endeavour to close the
gap between our promises and commitments. The UN
Secretary-General in his report entitled “implementing Agenda
21" |dentif|ed four key areas where these gaps were
partlcularty eviderit. Unless we addrass these key areas our
attempts to halt and reverse the decline in the health of our
planet and ensure its survival for future generations will prove
futile. : Lo

Mr. President,
Bhutan has made modest progress in the implementation of
Agenda 21 and other outcomes of the Rio Summit.
‘Sustainable developinent forms the guiding principle-of -our
development strategy, which is based on the concept:of Gross
National Happiness as opposed to Gross National Product. In
‘Bhutan development is gauged not simply in terms of economic
growth but is viewed in terms of happiness, contentment and
the spiritual and emotional well being of the people. Gross



National Happiness exemplifies a holistic-approach to
development through equrtable socro economic development
good governance envrronmental conservatron and

SRR A 1 [T

preservatron of culture

As a follow—up to the Rio Declaration on Environment and
'Development Bhutan and the Netherlands srgned a
Sustainable Development Agreement (SDA) i in 1994 based on
the pnncrples of equalrty participation and recrprocrty This
Agreement has also forged a partnership between Bhutan,
Benin and Costa Rica as a new south-south alliance to pursue
sustainable development.

Towards realrzrng the Rio Accord Bhutan ratff' ed the United
Natrons Framework Conventron on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
and the Conventron on Biological Drversrty (CBD) in 1995.1am
pleased to state that Bhutan has also acceded to the Kyoto
Protocol, the Cartagena Protocol on Blosafety and the Basel
Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of
Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal.



Mr. President,

Bhutan has formulated a Natlonal Env:ronment Strategy (NES)
called “The Middle Path” in 1998 an adopted the Envgronmnt
Assessment Act in 2000. Efforts are also underway to develop
A National Environmental Action Plan and a comprehenswe
legal and polrcy framework to manage our water resources A '
number of mnovatrve mechanisms to flnance sustainable
development activities have also been establlshed such as
the Trust F und for Environmental Conservatron the Health Trust
Fund, the Cultural Trust Fund and the Youth Development
Fund.

As a country srtuated in the eastern Hlmalayas we are
gratlﬁed to note that 2002 has been declared the lnternatronal
iYear of Mountams recogmzmg the |mportance and
'vulnerabrllty of mountaln ecosystems ln support of thls
initiative, Bhutan W|ll host an rnternatronal conference in
October this year Celebratmg Mountarn Women

While highlighting our achievements and initiatives, 1 would like
to acknowledge the important role played by our development
partners and express my deep appreciation to them for their
unstinted support and assistance. |



Mr. President,

I would like to conclude by mentioning that while Bhutan has
made significant inroads in implementing Agenda 21, our
efforts may not be sustainable unless complemented with
similar efforts at the regional and global level. Although the
challenges before us are manifold and daunting, we must
intensify our efforts to overcome them - natibnally, regionally,
and globally. Let us remind ourselves that sustainable
development is not environment management alone but
inextricably linked to upliftment of human lives. This Summit
must not be futile in its attempts to secure a healthy future for
our peoples. Let it be the platform for launching a fresh assauit
on the many ills that threaten our planet and’the survival of
humanity. Let us deliver on the promises made ten years ago
at Rio.

Thank You and Tashi Delek!



