On the occasion of International Women’s Day: Appelacondemning violence
against women

Voices from the Arab world decry violence against wmen

This appeal is launched by the Economic and SocidCommission for Western Asia
(ESCWA), on the occasion of International Women’s By. It was circulated in member countries
undergoing political transition (Egypt, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia and Yemen) as well as in the
ESCWA host country, Lebanon. Arab figures from various intellectual backgrounds have signed it,
cognizant of the challenges faced by women in theqzess of democratic transition in the Arab
region.

Every year on this date, the world observes Intesnal Women’s Day. This year, Women’s Day
is particularly significant for the Arab world asrad countries and societies are undergoing historic
changes laying the foundation for a better futaréyture that guarantees human rights, human gignit
individual freedoms and equal citizenship for &lle hope that these changes will lead Arab countries
away from oppression and dictatorship, toward foeeddemocracy and the rule of law.

Women have been at the forefront of the massemiclgifreedom and dignity side by side with
men sharing their firm resolve to realize that dresnd put an end to longstanding suffering and phin
which they bore the greatest burden. They have lauffered from physical and sexual violence,
discrimination within their families, denial of tineright to health and education and exclusion from
economic and political decision-making.

Today, amidst promising developments in the regiwomen remain subject to new forms of
violence that threaten their safety, affect théiygical integrity, endanger their lives and dengnththe
right to realize their aspirations and fulfil thegotential. Violence against women is not a new
phenomenon, but it has taken on a new and alardimgnsion and has become a means to obstruct
change and hinder democratic transition.

On this day, our thoughts go to Palestinian woméi wsuffer all types of abuse, displacement
and violence, under an illegal occupation that atmsuproot and replace them through settlement
expansion. They are to be upheld as an examplesilience and the never-ending struggle for jestic
and life.

We, the signatories of this appeal, value the gmi@nd determination of Arab women to fight
all types of violence against them, and admirertmesolve to reject tyranny and to hold others
accountable for their deeds;

We condemn all types of violence against womenaditireats to their right to lead a decent and
safe life and to fully participate in all aspectssociety. We consider violence against women as an
affront to fundamental moral and religious valued to the aspirations of all members of the society

We reaffirm that violence not only harms women, aisb the society as a whole, undermining
the credibility of all systems and preventing pedipbm living in harmony. Violence hinders progress
a world which needs the full potential of men ar@hwen to realize human development and prosperity;

We reiterate our commitment to protect the humghtsi of women, to empower them to seek
justice and to defend their role and value as aatiembers of society;



We call for stringent rules and procedures to ifigrihe perpetrators of crimes of violence
against women, to hold them accountable and tarepdnity;

We declare our resolve to enshrine the right forsptal integrity and respect for human dignity
as a fundamental principle of law, in politicalcgd and cultural life. There is no acceptableificsttion
to denying any individual the right to a safe aneteht life and the aspiration to a better future
guaranteeing justice, equality and human dignityalg a future in which no one suffers discrimioat
on the basis of race, colour or gender.
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