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STATEMENT BY HONOURABLE DR. MUKHISA KITUYI,

M.P., MINISTER FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF THE

REPUBLIC OF KENYA AT THE PLENARY OF THE

ELEVENTH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS

CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

(UNCTAD XI), SAO PAULO, BRAZIL, 13-18 JUNE 2004

MR. PRESIDENT

YOUR EXCELLENCIES HEADS OF STATE AND

GOVERNMENT

SECRETARY-GENERAL RUBENS RICUPERO OF

UNCTAD

YOUR EXCELLENCIES AMBASSADORS AND HIGH

COMMISSIONERS

DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN



I WISH TO START BY CONGRATULATING YOU ALL, IN

YOUR CAPACITIES AS REPRESENTATIVES OF

MEMBER STATES, ON THIS OCCASION OF THE

ELEVENTH SESSION AND 40 TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND

DEVELOPMENT. THROUGH THE INDIVIDUAL AND

COLLECTIVE INITIATIVES OF YOUR RESPECTIVE

COUNTRIES OVER TIME, UNCTAD HAS GROWN FROM

AN EXPRESSION OF IDEAS IN THE 1960S TO AN

ORGANIZATION WHOSE ROLE IN THE ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT OF THE POORER MEMBERS OF THE

GLOBAL COMMUNITY IS CRUCIAL. MR. PRESIDENT, I

CONGRATULATE YOU AND YOUR ENTIRE BUREAU

FOR YOUR ELECTION TO THE STEWARDSHIP OF THIS

ELEVENTH AND HISTORIC SESSION OF UNCTAD.

I ALSO WISH, ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT OF

THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA AND MY DELEGATION, TO

TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK THE

GOVERNMENT OF THE FEDERATIVE REPUBLIC OF

BRAZIL FOR HOSTING THIS CONFERENCE AND THE

BRAZILIAN NATIONAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE FOR

THE EXCELLENT ARRANGEMENTS MADE TO



WELCOME US AND MAKE US FEEL AT HOME IN SAO

PAULO.

MAY I ALSO SINCERELY THANK SECRETARY-

GENERAL RUBENS RICUPERO AND THE UNCTAD

SECRETARIAT FOR THE HARD WORK IN ORGANIZING

THIS CONFERENCE. MR. SECRETARY-GENERAL,

LOOKING BACK, YOUR LEADERSHIP OF UNCTAD HAS

BEEN CHARACTERISED BY GREAT DYNAMISM AND AN

ADMIRABLE VISION; I CONGRATULATE YOU ON YOUR

ACHIEVEMENTS AND WISH YOU SUCCESS IN YOUR

FUTURE ENDEVOURS.

AN ANNIVERSARY IS USUALLY AN OPPORTUNE TIME

TO TAKE STOCK AND SET NEW TARGETS AS WE MARK

THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF UNCTAD, WE ARE

REMINDED OF A GROWING DICHOTOMY BETWEEN

NORTH AND SOUTH ON THE ONE HAND, AND BETWEEN

THE NEWLY INDUSTRIALIZED ECONOMIES AND THE

REST OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ON THE OTHER

HAND. THE GROWING DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE

LATTER GROUP OF COUNTRIES IS ESPECIALLY WORTH

HIGHLIGHTING.



AT THE INCEPTION OF UNCTAD, MOST OF NOW

MORE ADVANCED DEVELOPING COUNTRRES WERE

MORE OR ELSE AT THE SAME ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT LEVEL AS MOST OTHER DEVELOPING

COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD.

	

FORTY YEARS

LATER, MANY COUNTRIES, MOST OF THEM IN

AFRICA, ARE POORER THAN THEY WERE WHILE THE

MORE ADVANCED AMONGST US CONTINUE TO

RECORD IMPRESSIVE ECONOMIC GROWTH RATES.

THE REASON THAT SOME COUNTRIES COULD

PERFORM COMPARATIVELY BETTER THAN OTHERS

UNDER A MORE OR ELSE SIMILAR GLOBAL

ENVIRONMENT IS DIRECTLY LINKED TO THE PROPER

UTILIZATION OF AVAILABLE POLICY SPACE AND

CHOICES TO ENSURE ECONOMIC GROWTH. . IT IS

WORTH NOTING THAT THE FACTORS THAT

CONTRIBUTED TO THE FAST GROWTH OF THE MORE

ADVANCED DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, AS WELL AS

THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES, E.G. ASSURED MARKET

ACCESS, UNRESTRICTED ACQUISITION OF



TECHNOLOGY AND AFFORDABLE ACCESS TO

DEVELOPMENT FINANCE, ARE THE VERY FACTORS

THAT LESSER DEVELOPED COUNTRIES ARE NOW

HAVING TO RENEGOTIATE AND ARE SOMETIMES

FORCED TO GIVE UP.

THE EXPERIENCE OF THE MORE ADVANCED

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES SHOULD AND MUST RE-

ENFORCE THE CASE FOR SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL

TREATMENT AND CONSIDERATION OF LEAST

DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.

MR. PRESIDENT,

AT THE ADOPTION OF THE BANGKOK PLAN OF ACTION

FOURS YEARS AGO, A NUMBER OF MEASURES TO

ENSURE SUCCESSFUL INTEGRATION OF DEVELOPING

COUNTRIES INTO THE WORLD ECONOMY WERE

DISCUSSED AND GROUPED UNDER THREE BROAD

CATEGORIES:

1.FINANCE AND INVESTMENT;

2.INTERNATIONAL TRADE;AND

3. OTHER DEVELOPMENT RELATED ISSUES.



SINCE THE BANGKOK CONFERENCE, WE HAVE BEEN

ENCOURAGED BY THE COMMITMENTS MADE AT THE

4TH WTO MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE IN DOHA, THE

MONTERREY CONFERENCE ON FINANCE FOR

DEVELOPMENT AND OTHER MAJOR INTERNATIONAL

FORUMS REGARDING THE "BANGKOK ISSUES". WE

HAVE HOWEVER, BEEN DISAPPOINTED WITH THE

LACK OF PROGRESS MADE TOWARDS MEETING THE

COMMITMENTS.

FOR INSTANCE, ON ODA, ONLY FEW INDUSTRIALIZED

COUNTRIES HAVE MET THE AGREED TARGET OF 0.7

PER CENT OF THEIR GDP WHILE THE HEAVY DEBT

BURDEN BORNE BY DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

CONTINUES TO BE A MAJOR INHIBITOR IN THE

REALIZATION OF THEIR DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES.

MR. PRESIDENT.

THE HEMORRHAGE OF CAPITAL FROM THE SOUTH TO

THE NORTH NEEDS TO BE URGENTLY ADDRESSED



AND SERIOUS THOUGHT MUST BE GIVEN TO DEBT

CANCELLATION.

ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE, WE CAN NOT MAKE THE

CASE FOR FREE AND FAIR TRADE, IF TRADE REMAINS

NEITHER FREE NOR FAIR. KENYA HAS MADE THIS THE

BASIS OF HER PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL

TRADE NEGOTIATIONS. WE HAVE CLEARLY AND

UNEQUIVOCALLY EXPRESSED OUR CONCERNS

WHICH ARE NOT NEW AND INCLUDE: ENHANCED

MARKET ACCESS, REMOVAL OF TRADE DISTORTING

AGRICULTURAL SUBSIDIES, NON TARIFF BARRIERS,

ESPECIALLY SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY

MEASURES, INSUFFICIENT TRANSITIONAL PERIODS,

CONCRETIZATION OF SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL

TREATMENT AND MORE FOCUSED FINANCIAL AND

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AMONG OTHERS.

WE BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE GONE A LONG WAY IN

MEETING OUR PART OF THE BARGAIN AND INFACT

CONTINUE TO DO SO. KENYA HAS ALMOST FULLY

LIBERALIZED HER ECONOMY, OPENED UP HER

MARKETS AND UNDERTAKEN EXTENSIVE POLITICAL



AND LEGAL REFORMS TO ENSURE GOOD

GOVERNANCE. ALL THESE REFORMS WERE TAKEN

AT CONSIDERABLE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COST.. IN

EXCHANGE, KENYA EXPECTS AN INJECTION OF FDI,

BETTER ACCESS TO DEVELOPED COUNTRY MARKETS

AND SUPPORT FOR OUR UNILATERAL EFFORTS. . I T

REMAINS TRUE THAT DEMOCRACY, REFORMS AND

OPEN MARKETS WILL ONLY BE EMBRACED FOR WHAT

THEY DELIVER, NOT WHAT THEY PROMISE.

THE CANCUN MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE PROVIDED AN

OPPORTUNITY TO RE-EVALUATE POSITIONS AND

REVIEW COMMITMENTS TO THE DEVELOPMENT

AGENDA. KENYA BELIEVES THAT MULTILATERALISM

CAN BENEFIT ALL PROVIDED THE DIFFERENCES IN OUR

COUNTRIES ARE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT. FOR THIS

REASON, KENYA SUPPORTS RECENT INITIATIVES TO

RE-IGNITE THE SPIRIT OF DOHA AND TO REOPEN THE

TRADE TALKS, THE COHERENCE OF POLICIES PURSUED

BY VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL

INSTITUTIONSS AS WELL AS POLICIES AND RULE

MAKING IN THE WTO.



MR. PRESIDENT

A LIMITED MARKET SIZE HAS SOMETIMES

DISCOURAGED INVESTMENT IN DEVELOPING

COUNTRIES. REGIONAL INTEGRATION EFFORTS SUCH

AS THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY BETWEEN

UGANDA, TANZANIA AND KENYA AND THE COMMON

MARKET FOR EASTERN AND SOUTHERN AFRICA

(COMESA) SHOULD THEREFORE BE ENCOURAGED AND

SUPPORTED.. IN ADDITION TO PROMOTING SOUTH-

SOUTH COOPERATION, SUCH ARRANGEMENTS OFFER

POSSIBILITY OF LARGER , VIABLE MARKETS AND

STRONGER TRADING PARTNERS FOR THE REST OF THE

WORLD.

MORE THAN EVER, THE COORDINATION BY UNCTAD

OF THE THREE PILLARS THAT COMPRISE ITS MAIN

WORK ARE OF IMPORTANCE TO DEVELOPING

COUNTRIES AND SHOULD CONTINUE TO FORM A

BASIS FOR OUR DISCUSSION. UNCTAD'S TECHNICAL

COOPERATION ACTIVITIES WITH RESPECT TO POLICY

ANALYSIS, HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT AND

I NSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY BUILDING ARE CRUCIAL IN



FACILITATING DEVELOPMENT IN OUR COUNTRIES

AND DESERVE SUPPORT FROM OUR DEVELOPMENT

PARTNERS.

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE UNCTAD SECRETARIAT

FOR THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE THAT HAS BEEN SO

FAR EXTENDED TO KENYA ESPECIALLY THROUGH

THE JOINT TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME

(JITAP) WHICH HAS BEEN IMPLEMENTED IN

ASSOCIATION WITH THE WTO AND THE

I NTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTRE. WE HIGHLY VALUE

THIS ASSISTANCE, WHICH HAS I NCLUDED

FACILITATING THE ACTIVITIES OF KENYA'S NATIONAL

COMMITTEE ON WTO IN PREPARING FOR EFFECTIVE

PARTICIPATION IN TRADE NEGOTIATIONS.

I WISH TO END BY THANKING YOU ALL FOR YOUR

ATTENTION AND URGING FOR CONTINUED AND FULL

SUPPORT TO UNCTAD AND ITS MANDATE.

THANK YOU.




