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Mr. President,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It isindeed a distinct honor and privilege for meto head my
Delegation on this historic occasion aswe celebrate thefortieth
year of the establishment of UNCTAD. O nthismemorable
occasion, | wish on behalf of my Delegation and the Philippine
Government to express our deepest appreciation to the

Government and people of Brazil for this meeting's excellent
arrangements. | also wish to acknowledge the very inspiring
address by His Excellency President Lula Da Silva, which will no

doubt guide usin our deliberations at this Conference.

Forty yearsisindeed a fairly long timein thelife of an
organization. Thus, in thehallsand corridorsof the United
Nations, seriousreflections are taking place on UNCTAD'srolein

aworld markedly different from that in 1964.



In thisregard, the Philippines believes UNCTAD'sroleasaforum
of universal member ship wherein the trade and development issues
are considered in an integrated fashion remains asrelevant, if not
mor erelevant, than it was four decades ago. I n the light of
deepening globalization, interdependence but  unfulfilled
development needs, inter national trade, finance, and other
economic and social issues areincreasingly interlinked ther eby
requiring their beingjointly addressed in a coherent manner and in
the context of development cooperation. UNCTAD istheonly UN
body with a clear mandate to undertake such atask. Hence, the
need to strengthen and revitalize UNCTAD's contribution to the

development agenda.

Globalization and Role of UNCTAD

In reaffirming the critical role of UNCTAD in promoting
development, the Philippines believesthat UNCTAD must also
continue itstask of assisting developing countriesto participate
effectively and benefit from the process of globalization. Indeed,
the pace and process of globalization in the past two decades has
resulted in increased welfare gainsfor some countries, but has also
led to welfarelosses for others, especially the developing and the

|east-developed countries.



Mzr. President:

The Philippines has a deep appreciation of the benefits
globalization brings. However, we seek the optimization of
benefits of globalization for the developing world. That, in turn,
requires sound domestic policies supported by an enabling

international environment.

The Philippines proposes that countries work collectively to
improve the governance of globalization through increased
coherence and consistency of policies aimed at addressing the
imbalances and asymmetries of the international economy. This
will ultimately redound to growth for all.

Hence, it isimportant to ensure that international financial
institutions take fully into account the needs of and constraints
facing developing countries. Global trade rules should respond to
the needs of developing countries, especially for improved market
access for their exports of goods and services, and provide for

gpecial and differential treatment.

UNCTAD can make a tremendous contribution in recommending

policy actions towards these ends.



Policy Space

Mr. President, we also believe that policy space isnecessary and
can make a significant contribution to the effective and beneficial
adjustment of developing countriesto a globalized world economy.
Economic growth and development will be facilitated if
developing country governmentsretain flexibility to apply
appropriate policy instrumentsin areas such astrade, investment,
technology and in specific economic sectors. In the area of trade,
in particular, we wish to under scor e the importance of Special and
Differential Treatment asa means of operationalizing policy space.
At the same time, we are committed to arules-based system. We
recognize that policy space needsto be operationalized within the
framework of international rules and agreements.

Mr. President:

Human and Social Dimensions of Development

The Philippines urgestheinternational community not to overlook
the subject and object of development, which isthe human person,

hisor her welfare and dignity. The Philippine Government is

acutely concer ned with the human dimension of development,



especially in the context of poverty alleviation. UNCTAD clearly
can make an important contribution on trade and poverty cognizant
that poverty and international peace and security arevery much

intertwined.

Current State of the Multilateral Trading System and
Philippine Stakes

Mr. President, permit me to addressthe issues concerning
inter national trade and the pursuit of development goalsby re-
affirming that the Philippinesremains committed to the objective
set out in the Millenium Declaration of an " open, equitable, rule-
based, predictable and non-discriminatory multilateral trading
system" in pursuit of development and poverty eradication.
However, | should add that inter national trade and trade
negotiations must not betreated as a panacea for the global
economy. Tradeisnot an end in itself but a meansto development
and sustained growth.

Nevertheless, afair and substantial share of the benefits from
global economic prosperity and the multilateral trading system has
failed to accrue sufficiently to developing countriesasawhole, in



spite of their significant liberalization and structural adjustment

programmes.

The Philippinesthus considersthe Doha Ministerial Conference as
a significant milestone inasmuch as an explicit pledge is made to
place development at the heart of the Doha Work Programme.
Furthermore, the Doha Development Agenda vindicatesthe
mandate of UNCTAD on theintegrated treatment of trade and

development.

The Philippines believes that meaningful reform in agriculture
constitutes the key to successfully concluding the multilateral trade
negotiations launched at Doha. Special and differential treatment
for developing countriesmust be an integral part of theagriculture

negotiations.

We also call for increased participation of developing countriesin
tradein services, as all countries stand to gain from such

participation.

Mr. President:



Coherence between National Development Strategies and

Global Economic Processes

| wish to turn to the theme of the Conference which is enhancing
coher ence between national development strategies and global
economic processes, with the objective of promoting growth and

development particularly of developing countries.

The call for enhancing coherence under scoresthe importance for
global economic processesto be supportive of and conduciveto
national development strategies. it clearly conveys the importance

of a development-friendly global environment.

The Philippines affirmsthe importance of national policiesin
promoting growth and development. Each country hasthe primary
responsibility for its own economic and social development.
However, national development efforts need to be supported by an

enabling inter national economic environment.

We also believe that global economic policy making calls for
greater multi-dimensional coherence. While coher ence between

national economic policies and international economic processesis



essential, conerence must also be achieved in the development

prescriptions of international institutions.

In thisregard, UNCTAD can play an important rolein identifying
the element of a coherent global strategy aimed at integrating the
development dimension into global processes.

Conclusion:

Mr. President, | wish to conclude by congratulating you on the
efficient manner you have been steering thework of this
conference. Under you guidance the success of thishistoric
conferenceisassured. | am confident, Mr. President that your
country, Brazil, a champion in advancing developing countries
concerns, Wwill witnessalandmark renewal of the spirit of
cooper ation for the prosperity and growth of all countries, and a

commitment to provide UNCTAD with renewed strength and vigor .

Thank you.





