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Statement by Mr. Mark Gawn, Canada

Honourable Ministersand delegates. It ismy pleasureto represent

Canada at thisimportant 11 th session of UNCTAD.

The Canadian delegation iswell awar e of theimmense effort that the
Gover nment of this magnificent country has put towar ds ensuring that

this Conferenceis a success.

We congratulate UNCTAD, under the visionary leader ship of Secretary
General Rubens Ricupero, and the Gover nment of Brazil on the scope

and quality of the Programme of events associated with this Conference.

For 40 years, the UN Conference on Trade and Development has been
the United Nations focal point for theintegrated treatment of trade and
development and interrelated issuesin the ar eas of finance, technology,

investment and sustainable development.



For 40 years UNCTAD was the lonely standard bearer for this critical
linkage of trade and development. Only in very recent years have other

multilateral organizations taken up this banner.

And it was only three years ago that the World Trade Organization,
through the Doha Development Agenda, made development a central

pillar of the current round of negotiations.

Thereisstill alot of work to do to integrate trade into devel opment, and
development into trade. And thisiswhy this 11th Conference on Trade

and Development is of critical importance.

This 40th anniversary of UNCTAD provides an ideal opportunity to build
on the Bangkok Plan of Action, while taking stock of what has
transpired in the intervening four years to meet the complex challenges
of trade and development. The choice of "coherence" as the theme of our
Conference istimely given thisincreased interest and activity in this

Important area.

This Conference provides the opportunity to take a step back and assess
UNCTAD's comparative advantage and strategically position UNCTAD

within what has now become a more crowded field. UNCTAD has an



important role to play in addressing the growing challenge of coherence

amongst the many players.

Over the past 40 years, UNCTAD has developed a considerable
expertisein research, data collection, policy analysis, technical
assistance and consensus building. In addition to these cor e activities,
UNCTAD hasaroleto play in helping the international community at
lar ge to identify new issues and areas of increasing interest in this period

of increasing globalization.

Canadaispleased to seethat UNCTAD Xl isexploring links between
trade and such important themes as gender equality, private sector

development, infor mation technologies and creative industries.

Canada views gender equality asan integral part of the solution, an
important development goal in itsown right, closely linked with the
achievement of poverty eradication and sustainable economic growth.
To achieve these goals, we must ensur e that the differential impact of
trade and therulesfor trade on women and men istaken into account,

and that women benefit fully from globalization. Thisiswhy Canada has



provided funding for the High-L evel Interactive roundtable on Gender

and Trade.

Thetiming of this Conferenceis propitiousasit providestheworld
community with the opportunity to express political support for
intensifying the integration of developing countriesinto theworld
economy at a critical timein the Doha Round negotiations. Thisiswhy
Canada recently extended the time frame of our general preferential
tariff which provides duty free entry to the Canadian market for L east

Developed Countries.

Now isthetimeto reassert that globalization and trade can and should
fuel economic growth and development, improving the lives of all
people around theworld. Thisisour opportunity to underscorethe
importance of achieving inter nationally agreed development goalsand to
reaffirm our commitment towar ds an open, equitable, rules-based and

non-discriminatory multilateral trading system.

We believe all countries should be able to expand and diver sify exports,

compete on a level playing field, and access goods and services at fair



prices. Only under such conditionswill countries be ableto achieve

long-ter m, sustainable development and poverty reduction.

Canadais committed to an ambitious outcome for the Doha
Development Round because we ar e convinced that such an outcome
will provide the maximum potential for development and poverty
reduction. The WTO agreement on access to medicinesrepresents and
early and important development outcome. In thisregard, | am pleased
to beabletoreport that Canada has passed legislation to help make

generic drugsavailableto poorer countries at affordable prices.

Achieving an ambitious outcome isthe responsibility of all parties

involved in trade negotiations.

A more coherent effort by the international community, including wor k
at UNCTAD, can assist developing countriesin helping them identify
thelr particular interests and thus, more actively participatein the

negotiationsto reap the benefitsfrom trade.

Canada is committed to assisting developing countriesto build their

capacity to develop coherent trade and development policies, effectively

participate in wade negotiations and most importantly to benefit from the



multilateral trading system. To thisend, | am pleased that Canada,
through the Canadian International Development Agency, has funded the
pilot phase of UNCTAD's virtual training institute being launched at the

Conference's partnership day.

Participation and integration in the global economy is akey to long-term
success. Countries that have made trade liberalization an important
element of a comprehensive development strategy have tended to be
successful in making economic progress. But the road to growth and
poverty reduction is not always smooth, nor without obstacles. Opening
up markets alone does not automatically lead to sustainable development

and poverty reduction.

We have ajoint responsibility to understand the concerns and unique
vulnerabilities of the many developing countries still facing numerous
challengesintheir integration. More work needs to be done to identify
the source of their concerns, and to find the most appropriate options for
addressing them -- especially since not all solutionswill lie solely in the

trade arena.



We need to be willing to accommodate the differ ences between
countries, recognizing the vulner ability of some of the weaker trading
partners. We must all show flexibility and creativity in finding solutions
tailored to individual country situations but also for theworld asa
whole. We must do thisin away that strikestheright balance, one
which upholdstheintegrity of arules-based trading system that

ultimately benefitsusall.

UNCTAD hasan important policy and analytical roleto play. A role
that complementsthe negotiating process -- to enhance greater
under standing and cooper ation. Canada views this Conference as an

important stepping-stone towards this end.

In closing, on behalf of Canada | want to wish successto the X1
conference of UNCTAD This conferencereaffirms UNCTAD's
important rolein helping all of usto understand better the nexus between
trade and development and to shed further light on the quest by the

community of nationsto usetrade asatool for development.

Thank you.
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