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GIRL WORKING (21”) 

 

Roseline Vini is on her way to a better future. 

She’s landed her first job on a road rehabilitation 

project in the Solomon Islands. The seventeen 

year-old had long dreamt of becoming an 

engineer. The end of the conflict in the South 

Pacific nation means it’s an ambition that could 

become a reality.   
 

 

ROSELINE VINI ON CAMERA (6”) 

 

VINI: 

“I am very happy that I will be able to pay my 

school fees next year.”  

 

AUSTRALIAN TROOPS (25”) 
 

The Solomon Islands could do with some good 

news.  A regional peacekeeping force deployed in 

2003 brought the widespread lawlessness under 

control.  But five years of civil unrest left behind a 

collapsed economy and devastated infrastructure. 

The country now has to tackle both the 

psychological and the physical legacies of the 

fighting. 

 

REHABILITATING ROAD (28”) International assistance is helping Solomon 
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Islanders on the path to recovery.  UNDP, the UN 

Development Programme and ILO, the 

International Labour Organization, together with 

the Japanese government, have created a project 

to rehabilitate roads, bridges, water supplies, 

schools and sanitation. Two thousand two 

hundred new jobs have been created. ILO’s 

Mukesh Gupta is the Chief technical adviser of 

the Project. 

 

 

MUKESH GUPTA ON CAMERA 

(15”) 

 

GUPTA: 

“The Project’s main objective is to create short- 

term employment through community 

infrastructure.  Employment or livelihood was one 

of the main causes of the conflict, because 

people had no employment.” 

 

MORE ROAD REHABILITATION 

(9”) 

But the project aims further than simply being a 

short-term job scheme. Former enemies are now 

working side by side. 

 

HENRY WALKS, OVERSEES 

WORKERS (12”) 

Henry Manasseh, the project’s contractor, was a 

former paramilitary.  He demobilized two years 

ago.  He had fought many of the workers he now 

oversees. 

 

 

 

 

 

HENRY MANASSEH ON CAMERA 

(7”) 

MANASSEH: 

“I have seen people coming together, working 

together as a community and I have seen life 
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changed.” 

 
PAN COCOA TO ROAD REHAB 

(10”) 

Cocoa exports were a most important source of 

wealth for the Solomon Islands.  For years, 

plantations were abandoned. 

 

MORE ROAD REHAB/VEHICLES 

(10”) 

The expectation is that re-opening these roads 

will bring a much-needed boost to the rural 

economy, says Peter Witham, the UN’s regional 

coordinator. 

 

 

PETER WITHAM ON CAMERA 

(14”) 

WITHAM: 

“Without that lifeline, some of the primary product 

industries, which were essential to economic 

recovery, could not really function.  For example, 

you could not export cocoa. You need that road 

to get it out to the ports.” 

 

AUTHORITIES ARRIVE (17”) Peter Witham and other authorities arrive to 

celebrate the launching of the project.  During the 

recent upheavals in the Solomon Islands, this 26- 

kilometre road to the country’s main airport was 

hotly contested between militia groups. 

 

CEREMONY (12”) Now, the road is rapidly becoming a national 

symbol of economic rebirth and the return of 

peace and normalcy to the Solomon Islands. 

 

UN LOGO (12”) 

 

This report was prepared by Chaim Litewski for 

the United Nations. 
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