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Esteemed co-chairs,



Your Excellencies,

Romania welcomes the convening of this International Conference, in a key moment for
the future ofthe Middle East and our collective security. We wholeheartedly hope that this
timely initiative will be a decisive step in reviving the Two-state solution and setting it on
an irreversible course.

We would also like to congratulate the conveners ofthe Conference, the two co-chairs of
the event, France and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, as well as the co-chairs of the eight
working groups for undertaking this responsibility and for all the hard work that went into
the preparations.

The events that have transpired since the heinous terrorist attack of October 7, 2023 provide
unquestionable evidence that we must keep working toward a political resolution, and our
presence here today reflects this common understanding. Regretfully, a ceasefire has not
been renewed as of yet, there are hostages still in captivity and the humanitarian situation
in Gaza remains extremely dire. We hope and continue to act in support of an agreement
that might open up new opportunities for the whole region.

Your Excellencies,

From the outset, I would like to underline Romania’s longstanding support of a negotiated
settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, based on the Two-state solution, Israel and
Palestine, living side by side, in peace and security. We strongly believe that this is the
only sustainable solution that meets both the legitimate aspirations for statehood of the
Palestinian people and the necessary security guarantees for Israel, as well as a viable
promise for enduring peace and stability in the Middle East.

Romania recognized the State of Palestine back in 1988 and for many years continued to
foster close ties with both sides, played its part in mediating the early Israeli-Palestinian
peacetalks, and reiterated their mutual right to live in peace, security, and prosperity.

Excellencies,

What happened on October 7, 2023, has no justification. We condemn the brutal attack of
Hamas against the State of Israel and the Israeli people. Hamas' hostage policy is
unacceptable and undermines the future of the Two-state solution. Once more, we call for
the immediate, unconditional, and dignified release of all hostages!

On the other hand, the suffering and destruction in Gaza today reached an unprecedented
level. We arealso witnessing the gravely degraded humanitarian situation in Gaza and the
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suffering of innocent, especially women and children. The security of Israel cannot and
will not come at the cost of civilian lives in Gaza. This is why, along with our EU and
regional partners, Romania supports a ceasefire, concrete steps to reestablish d ecent living
conditions for the civilian population of Gaza, and a comprehensive peace agreement
between Israel and the Palestine as the only path to ensure the lasting security for both
Israel and for the Palestinian people.

From the outset, Romania prioritized the provision of humanitarian aid to the region, sent
multiple shipments of humanitarian aid to Gaza, and facilitated the evacuation of pediatric
patients from the Strip, along with their family members; We have carried so far (together
with the European Commission) 7 humanitarian flights in this sense (for 76 children and
185 family members). 41 of them are currently being treated in Romanian hospitals. We
are committed to continuing these efforts!

But this is just a temporary and scarce fix for a very complex situation, which needs long-
term measures in order to address the reconstruction of Gaza and to heal the physical and
emotional scars of this drown-out conflict. We must continue to assist the Palestinian
Authority in preparing its future role, both in the West Bank and in Gaza, its capacity
building, and its reform agenda.

Romania remains strongly committed to the principles underlying humanitarian aid.
Acknowledging the necessity of an international community, based on the respect of the
International Law, including IHL, and solidarity, we back a collaborative, long-term
solution for a reformed UNRW A moving forward with the ongoing process of comp letely
putting the Colonna recommendations into practice.

We appreciate the efforts made by HR/VP Kaja Kallas to reach an agreement with the
Israeli authorities. Its full implementation is needed. It can only be deemed successful if
there is sufficient humanitarian aid delivered into Gaza. Thus, we also need EU monitoring
on the ground and a fully active EUBAM Rafah.

Last but not least, I would like to extend my gratitude to the co-chairs of Working Group
no. 5, the UK and Egypt, for their important work. We areready to work together with you
and all relevant stakeholders in order to make these objectives measurable, achievable, and
time-bound.

Thank you!



