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Distinguished Co-Chairs,

Excellencies,

1. The Palestinian question remains one of the most enduring and
urgent challenges on the international agenda. For over seven
decades, it has been a measure of our collective conscience and
a test of the credibility of the international rules-based order.
Despite sustained diplomatic efforts, despite rulings of the
International Court of Justice, and despite many UN resolutions,
the two-state solution has yet to be realized, and today seems
even further from reach. Viet Nam therefore welcomes and thanks
the Co-chairs, France and Saudi Arabia, for convening this High-
level Conference.



4,

Yesterday, Minister Jean-Noel Barrot of France said in his
opening remarks something that | cannot agree more with. He
said, quote, “Because there is nothing more precious to Man than
the dignity of standing free and upright on the land in which his
roots are embedded. Because depriving him of this right inevitably
leads to resentment, violence and war”, unquote.

Viet Nam knows this as a matter of fact. We know this from our own
history — a history of struggles against colonialism, foreign
aggression and occupation, a history of struggles to defend our
national sovereignty and territorial integrity, and struggles for our
right to self-determination, independence, freedom and reunification.

And it is this history that informs our unwavering support for the
struggles of the Palestinian people. Viet Nam was among the first
countries to recognize the State of Palestine 37 years ago. We
support a two-state solution based on pre-1967 borders and
international law—ensuring a sovereign, viable State of Palestine
coexisting in peace and security with Israel. We believe there is
no other alternative. And we consistently support Palestine’s full
membership in the United Nations.

Co-Chairs,

5.

The ongoing war in Gaza and its broader regional implications
may make the prospect of the two-state solution seem hopeless.
But here again, our history, the history of Viet Nam’s relations with
France or the United States may give us some hope.



From bloody wars and bitter enemies, we have togther built
comprehensive strategic partnerships and fostered friendships
that connect our peoples and our countries. Viet Nam has a strong
belief that peace will prevail. The will of the people will prevail.
Reconciliation is possible.

6. With that hope and that strong belief, we urge all parties to return
to genuine negotiations, in accordance with international law, the
UN Charter and relevant UN resolutions, to address the root
causes of the conflict and pave the way for a comprehensive, just,
and lasting peace, for the people of Palestine, for the people of
Israel, for the region and the world.

Thank you.



