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Middle East 

 

• On 13 August, Al Mezan called for international action to achieve the closure of what it 

considers “Israeli torture camps” and to ensure accountability for the alleged atrocities 

committed against Palestinian detainees. The NGO had monitored the conditions of Gaza 

detainees in Israeli prisons and military detention and interrogation centres following the events 

of 7 October 2023 and reported to have uncovered severe abuses, including threats of rape and 

other forms of sexual torture. The NGO urged international accountability mechanisms to take 

swift and effective actions to ensure that responsible persons would be held accountable. 

 

• On 12 August, Peace Now informed that the World Heritage site of Battir, southwest of 

Jerusalem, was at risks from ongoing and planned Israeli settlement activities throughout the 

section of the core zone situated in Area C of the West Bank. According to the NGO, recent and 

simultaneous developments at several locations within the World Heritage Site area represented 

an extensive and severe threat to the Palestinian communities living in this unique agricultural 

landscape that has been cultivated and maintained by local communities for thousands of years. 

 

• On 6 August 2024, the Palestinian human rights organisations Al-Haq, Palestinian Centre for 

Human Rights, and Al Mezan filed joint written observations to the International Criminal Court. 

The NGOs stated that the Oslo Accords did not bar or limit the Court from exercising its 

jurisdiction, including over Israeli nationals, for crimes committed on the territory of the State of 

Palestine, nor do they form part of the Chamber’s determination on the Prosecutor’s application 

for the issuance of warrants of arrest against Israeli officials. 

 

 

Africa, Asia and Europe 

 

• On 9 August, the Australia Palestine Advocacy Network urged Australian federal representatives 

to use the upcoming parliamentary sitting period to sanction the Israeli government, impose an 

arms embargo, and support international investigations into Israeli war crimes in Palestine. The 

NGO also called for the urgent need for the Australian government to take immediate action to 

end the impunity it offers Israel and ensure accountability for crimes committed. 

 

• On 7 August, the Palestinian Return Centre published a situation report on the ongoing conflict 

in Gaza. The report details the political and humanitarian repercussions, alongside the material 

and human losses suffered by Palestinians in Gaza due to the continuous Israeli military actions 

https://www.mezan.org/public/en/post/46499/Call-to-International-Action:-Close-Israeli-Torture-Camps-and-Ensure-Accountability-for-Atrocities-Against-Palestinian-Detainees
https://peacenow.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Joint-alert-about-Battir-Peace-Now-CfP-Emek-Shaveh-2.pdf
https://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/23675.html
https://pchrgaza.org/en/palestinian-human-rights-organisations-submits-amicus-curiae-observations-to-the-international-criminal-court-on-the-oslo-accords/
https://pchrgaza.org/en/palestinian-human-rights-organisations-submits-amicus-curiae-observations-to-the-international-criminal-court-on-the-oslo-accords/
https://www.mezan.org/en/post/46497/Palestinian-Human-Rights-Organisations-Submits-Amicus-Curiae-Observations-to-the-International-Criminal-Court-on-the-Oslo-Accords
https://apan.org.au/media_release/australia-must-sanction-israel-now-for-genocide-occupation-apartheid-and-torture-apan/
https://prc.org.uk/upload/library/files/Gaza-Situation-Report44-EN.pdf
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and blockade. Furthermore, the report also covers the violations committed against Palestinians 

in the West Bank since 7 October 2023. 

 

 

North America 

 

• On 7 August, the Foundation for Middle East Peace held the webinar “Turning Pain into Power: 

Feeding Families & Bringing Attention to Gaza”. In this event, FMEP Fellow Rania 

Batrice spoke with Hani Almadhoun, Director of Philanthropy at UNRWA USA and co-founder 

of Gaza Soup Kitchen. Participants discussed the hopes and priorities for Palestinians in the 

United States and how people in this country look at the Palestinian cause. 

 

 

United Nations 

 

• On 10 August, the UN Human Rights Office condemned the increasing frequency of Israeli 

security forces’ strikes on schools where multitudes of forcibly displaced Palestinians have 

sought shelter, on the Israeli side conducted with apparent disregard for the high rate of civilian 

fatalities. The repeated strikes on IDP shelters in areas to which the populations have been forced 

to move, and the consistent and predictable impact on civilians, suggested a failure to strictly 

comply with obligations required by International Humanitarian Law, including the principles of 

distinction, proportionality, and precautions in attack. On 12 August, the Secretary-General 

condemned the continued loss of life in Gaza, including women and children, after another 

devastating strike by Israel on the Al-Taba’een school in Gaza City. 

 

 

 

This newsletter informs about recent and upcoming activities of Civil Society Organizations 

working on the question of Palestine. The Committee and the Division for Palestinian Rights of 

the UN Secretariat provide the information “as is” without warranty of any kind, and do not 

accept any responsibility or liability for the accuracy, or reliability of the information contained 

in the websites linked in the newsletter. Translations of the NGO Action News in other languages 

will be available in due course. 

http://www.facebook.com/UN.palestinianrights    http://www.twitter.com/UNISPAL 

https://fmep.org/resource/turning-pain-into-power-feeding-families-bringing-attention-to-gaza/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/ohchr-condemns-pr-10aug24/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/note-to-correspondents-sg-12aug24/
http://www.facebook.com/UN.palestinianrights
http://www.twitter.com/UNISPAL

