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Middle East 

 

 

• On 20 November, the Institute for Palestine Studies will hold a webinar titled “The role of 

the United Nations in the War on Gaza” (in Arabic) which will feature a discussion with 

Ghassan Salame, former Special Adviser to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.  

 

• On 15 November, Al-Mezan shared a briefing note prepared by the Palestinian Human 

Rights Organizations Council, providing background on the current aggression in Gaza and 

suggesting that senior Israeli government and military leaders may be carrying out genocidal 

acts against Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. 

 

• On 15 November, Adalah– The Legal Centre for Arab Minority Rights in Israel published a 

report containing data on interrogations, arrests and indictments of Palestinian citizens of 

Israel over the last month from 7 October to 7 November 2023. 

 

• On 14 November, BADIL – Resource Centre for Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights 

and the Global Palestinian Refugee and IDP Network issued a joint statement saying that UN 

agencies have failed to protect Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and that it is not enough to 

merely express “outrage” without taking practical measures to halt Palestinian suffering. 

 

• On 14 November, 7amleh –Arab Centre for the Advancement of Social Media published an 

article noting that it had documented more than one million instances of hate speech and 

incitement against Palestinians on Hebrew-language social media platforms since 7 October. 

  

• On 13 November, B’Tselem published an article highlighting that since the war in Gaza 

began, Israel has also increased its efforts to drive Palestinian shepherding communities out 

of South Hebron Hills. The same day, the Association for Civil Rights in Israel announced it 

had sent legal correspondence to the Israeli Defense Forces with regard to “a slew of serious 

incidents” in the South Hebron Hills committed by reserve soldiers. 

 

• On 10 November, the Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies issued a statement calling for 

an immediate ceasefire in Gaza, saying that it was “more urgent than ever.” The statement 

also called for the liberation of all civilian hostages held in Gaza.  

 

• On 9 November, Peace Now published a special report titled “The Third Front: Settler 

Violence in Gaza War’s Shadow and the Impact on Area C,” which documents a rise in 

settler violence against Palestinians in the West Bank since 7 October. 

 

https://www.palestine-studies.org/ar/node/1654645
https://www.mezan.org/public/en/post/46315/PHROC-Calls-on-the-State-of-Palestine-and-Third-States-to-Intervene-Taking-Concrete-Measures-and-Legal-Action-to-Prevent-Genocide-in-Gaza
https://www.adalah.org/en/content/view/10959
https://www.badil.org/press-releases/14239.html
https://7amleh.org/2023/11/14/7amleh-documents-over-a-million-instances-of-violent-speech-in-hebrew-against-palestinians-on-social-media-platforms
https://www.btselem.org/south_hebron_hills/20231113_israel_using_gaza_war_to_forcibly_transfer_palestinians_from_south_hebron_hills
https://www.english.acri.org.il/post/intimidation-by-reserve-soldiers-in-the-south-hebron-hills
https://cihrs.org/palestine-immediate-ceasefire-in-gaza-is-more-urgent-than-ever/?lang=en
https://peacenow.org.il/en/the-third-front-settler-violence-in-gaza-wars-shadow-and-the-impact-on-area-c


 

Asia and Europe 

 

• On 15 November, Law for Palestine sent letters to the foreign ministers of several countries, 

warning them of the potential legal consequences for complicity in the crime of genocide 

committed by the State of Israel against the Palestinian people. 

 

• On 14 November, the Association Belgo-Palestinienne reported (in French) that some 50,000 

people marched in Brussels on 11 November to demand a ceasefire in Gaza. The peaceful 

demonstration was organized by a broad coalition of civil society organizations, trade unions, 

and NGOs. 

 

• On 14 November, Association France Palestine Solidarité reported (in French) that tens of 

thousands of people had demonstrated in Paris on 4 and 11 November to demand an 

immediate ceasefire in Gaza. 

 

• On 13 November, Palestinian human rights organizations Al-Haq, Al-Mezan, and the 

Palestinian Centre for Human Rights issued a joint statement welcoming the introduction of a 

bill in the Belgian Parliament proposing a ban on trade with settlements in occupied 

territories. 

 

• On 12 November, the Palestinian Return Centre published a press release expressing alarm 

over Israel’s air and ground bombardment of UN facilities in the Gaza Strip, and calling on 

the international community to help ensure that civilians and civilian infrastructure are 

protected. 

 

• On 11 November, the Norwegian Refugee Council issued a press statement expressing 

outrage over attacks on hospitals in Gaza, noting that medical facilities and personnel have 

special protection under international humanitarian law.  

 

• On 10 November, Amnesty International said its petition demanding a ceasefire to end 

civilian suffering in Gaza has been signed by over one million people from around the world. 

 

 

North America 

• On 14 November, Human Rights Watch published an article highlighting how Israel’s 

attacks on medical facilities and personnel are decimating the healthcare system in Gaza and 

should be investigated as war crimes. It also called on the Independent International 

Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory and the International Criminal 

Court to investigate these attacks. 

• On 14 November, Americans for Peace Now issued a call for action, urging people to call 

their members of Congress to address increasing settler violence in the West Bank which 

threatens further destabilization amid the ongoing war in Gaza.  

https://law4palestine.org/law-for-palestine-sends-urgent-letters-to-foreign-ministers-warning-of-genocide-complicity-and-individual-criminal-liability/
https://www.association-belgo-palestinienne.be/pres-de-50-000-manifestants-defilent-a-bruxelles-pour-exiger-un-cessez-le-feu-a-gaza/
https://www.france-palestine.org/Gaza-Paris-est-avec-toi-Des-dizaines-de-milliers-de-manifestants-a-Paris-les-4
https://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/22175.html
https://prc.org.uk/en/post/4559/prc-israeli-genocides-at-un-facilities-in-gaza-inexcusable
https://www.nrc.no/news/2023/november/gaza-hospitals-must-be-protected/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/11/israel-opt-amnesty-petition-demanding-ceasefire-to-end-civilian-suffering-backed-by-more-than-one-million-signatures/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/11/14/gaza-unlawful-israeli-hospital-strikes-worsen-health-crisis
https://peacenow.org/entry.php?id=42581


• On 13 November, the Center for Constitutional Rights, on behalf of Palestinian human rights 

organizations—including Al-Haq and Defense for Children International-Palestine—and 

Palestinians in Gaza and the United States filed a lawsuit in U.S. federal court against 

President Biden and other high-level US government officials for their complicity and failure 

to prevent the Israeli government’s unfolding genocide against Palestinians in Gaza. 

• On 13 November, Jewish Voice for Peace (JVP) published an article noting actions taken by 

universities to censor and/or suspend student chapters of JVP and Students for Justice in 

Palestine for organizing sit-ins and demonstrations. 

• On 10 November, The Jerusalem Fund shared the recordings of three panel discussions from 

its 2023 Annual Conference, titled “Nakba at 75,” “Oslo at 30,” and “U.S. Policy on 

Palestine.” 

 

United Nations 

 

• On 21 November, the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 

People will hold a Committee Meeting on Unity and Solidarity. The Permanent Observer of 

Palestine and the Director of UNRWA Representative Office in New York will brief the 

Committee on the current situation in the Middle East. 

• On 16 November, OHCHR shared a statement by UN Special Rapporteurs, Independent 

Experts and Working Groups calling on the international community to prevent genocide 

against the Palestinian people in Gaza. 

• On 15 November, the Security Council adopted resolution 2712 (2023) calling for urgent and 

extended humanitarian pauses and corridors through the Gaza Strip to facilitate the provision 

of essential goods and services. 

• On 15 November, UNRWA issued a statement highlighting the continued urgent need for 

fuel in the Gaza Strip. The same day, OHCHR also expressed concern over the imminent 

depletion of fuel supplies, noting that fuel underpins the provision of all humanitarian 

services in Gaza. 

• On 15 November, UNICEF Executive Director Catherine Russell made a statement about her 

visit to Gaza where she met with children, their families and UNICEF staff. In her remarks, 

she described the situation as “devastating.”   

• On 14 November, the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General made a statement saying that 

the Secretary-General was deeply disturbed by the situation in Gaza hospitals, and calling for 

an immediate humanitarian ceasefire. 

• On 13 November, OCHA published an infographic providing data on the numbers and types 

of aid trucks crossing from Egypt into Gaza since the start of the conflict on 7 October 2023. 

The same day, UNICEF also published an infographic highlighting the impact of the war on 

education in the Gaza Strip. 

https://ccrjustice.org/home/what-we-do/our-cases/defense-children-international-palestine-v-biden
https://www.jewishvoiceforpeace.org/2023/11/13/repression-and-solidarity/
https://www.youtube.com/@thejerusalemfund
https://www.un.org/unispal/event/committee-meeting-on-unity-and-solidarity/
https://www.un.org/unispal/event/committee-meeting-on-unity-and-solidarity/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/11/gaza-un-experts-call-international-community-prevent-genocide-against
https://press.un.org/en/2023/sc15496.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/gaza-continues-to-have-huge-needs-for-fuel-amid-siege-and-war-unrwa-statement/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/statement-by-the-un-human-rights-office-opt-on-access-to-humanitarian-assistance-in-gaza-fuel/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/statement-by-unicef-executive-director-catherine-russell-on-her-visit-to-gaza/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/statement-attributable-to-the-spokesperson-for-the-secretary-general-on-gaza-hospitals/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/aid-trucks-crossing-from-egypt-to-gaza-ocha-infographics/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/education-under-attack-in-the-gaza-strip-unicef-infographic/


• On 12 November, UNFPA, UNICEF and WHO Regional Directors issued a joint statement 

calling for urgent international action to end the ongoing attacks on hospitals in Gaza. 

• On 11 November, UNDP issued a statement expressing deep distress over reports that the 

UN compound in Gaza City had been shelled. While UN staff had vacated the premises in 

October, several hundred people had sought refuge in the compound. 

• On 10 November, WHO Director General Tedros Ghebreyesus provided a briefing on the 

health situation in Gaza at an emergency meeting of the UN Security Council on the situation 

in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory. 

• On 10 November, UNRWA Commissioner-General Philippe Lazzarini called on Arab States 

at an extraordinary summit meeting in Riyadh to increase support for the Palestinian People 

amid the unprecedented humanitarian catastrophe in the Gaza Strip.  

• On 9 November, the General Assembly’s Fourth Committee approved six draft resolutions 

relating to the situation in the Middle East, including the Palestine question. Further details as 

well as links to the resolutions can be found here. The same day, the General Assembly’s 

Second Committee also approved three resolutions, including one demanding that Israel 

cease exploitation of natural resources in Occupied Palestinian Territory. 

• On 9 November, UNDP and ESCWA released a joint rapid assessment report titled “The 

Gaza War: Expected Socio-Economic Impacts on the State of Palestine” which compiles data 

and employs various analytical tools to simulate the impacts of the war under different 

scenarios. 

 

This newsletter informs about recent and upcoming activities of Civil Society Organizations 

working on the question of Palestine. The Committee and the Division for Palestinian Rights of 

the UN Secretariat provide the information “as is” without warranty of any kind, and do not 

accept any responsibility or liability for the accuracy, or reliability of the information contained 

in the websites linked in the newsletter. Translations of the NGO Action News in other languages 

will be available soon.   

 http://www.facebook.com/UN.palestinianrights    http://www.twitter.com/UNISPAL 

 

https://www.un.org/unispal/document/unfpa-unicef-and-who-regional-directors-call-for-immediate-action-to-halt-attacks-on-health-care-in-gaza-statement/
https://www.undp.org/speeches/statement-gaza
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/who-director-generals-remarks-at-the-emergency-meeting-of-the-united-nations-security-council/
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/news-releases/unrwa-commissioner-general-calls-arab-states-riyadh-summit-increase-support
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/fourth-committee-approves-six-draft-resolutions-all-by-recorded-vote-addressing-middle-east-situation-and-palestinian-question-press-release/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/un-ga-second-committee-approves-three-resolutions-including-text-demanding-israel-cease-exploitation-of-natural-resources-in-occupied-palestinian-territory/
https://www.undp.org/publications/gaza-war-expected-socio-economic-impacts-state-palestine
http://www.facebook.com/UN.palestinianrights
http://www.twitter.com/UNISPAL

