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BUREAU CONDEMS ISRAEL FORCES INTRUSION AND VIOLENCE AGAINST
PALESTINIAN WORSHIPERS IN HOLY SITES IN JERUSALEM

The Bureau of the United Nations General Assembly’s Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People condemns the raid by Israeli Forces inside the Al-
Agsa Mosque Compound/Al-Haram Al-Sharif on 4 April 2023, which resulted in hundreds of
Palestinian worshippers beaten, injured and detained while also causing damage to the building
of the al-Qibli mosque. This violence is particularly egregious during a time of heightened
religious sensitivity with the observance of Ramadan, Passover, and Easter.

Israel’s illegal policies and practices have continued to entrench its illegal occupation of the
Palestinian Territory it has occupied since 1967, including East Jerusalem, with the Gaza Strip
additionally severely isolated under a nearly 16-year blockade. Since the start of 2023, Israel has
increased its military operations inside the Occupied Palestinian Territory, resulting in the killing
of at least 95 Palestinians, including 17 children. The Bureau calls for accountability for all of
these violations.

The Bureau reiterates its calls for respect of international law, including humanitarian and human
rights law, in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. Israel must comply with its international legal
obligations, including in accordance with UN resolutions. The Bureau also reiterates its calls for
respect of the historical status quo of the Holy Sites, respect for the sanctity of all places of
worship, and for a halt of provocations by Israeli forces and incitement by extremist Israeli
settlers in and around them. Furthermore, the Bureau calls for respect the freedom of all
worshippers to access the religious sites in accordance with established parameters.

Finally, the Bureau calls on leaders to exert influence and ensure de-escalation and calm during
religious festivities. The Bureau believes that a just and lasting peace will only be achieved with
the end of Israel’s occupation, the realization of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people,
including the Palestine refugees and the achievement of the two-State solution according to
international law and past agreements resulting in the independence of the State of Palestine with
East Jerusalem as its capital.
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Follow the Palestinian Rights Committee:
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https://www.un.org/unispal/


http://www.facebook.com/UN.palestinianrights
http://www.youtube.com/UNpalestinianrights
http://www.twitter.com/UNISPAL
https://www.instagram.com/unispal

