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STRENGTHENING THE CAPACITIES OF WOMEN
JUDGES AND PUBLIC PROSECUTORS IN PALESTINE

Jericho, Palestine |13 March 2023 - Today, the High Judicial Council and Attorney General
Office, with support from the Sawasya Programme through UNDP, launched a unique workshop
on "Strengthening the Capacities of Women Judges and Public Prosecutors in Palestine" in Jericho.
The workshop is aimed at enhancing the skills of female judges and prosecutors in the State of
Palestine and provide as an example the challenges that Morocco faces in equalizing between
female and male judges and prosecutors in assuming positions in the judiciary and finding ways
to eliminate these challenges.

The opening ceremony of the workshop was attended by Her Excellency the President of the
Union of Moroccan Women Judges, Judge Mena Socrat and Her Excellency the Vice President of
the High Judicial Council Judge Iman Naser Aldeen, alongside Palestinian judges, and
prosecutors. The event provided a platform for participants to exchange experiences and learn
from one another.

During the workshop attendees learned about Morocco's experience in supporting women
judges through the work of the Union of Moroccan Women Judges. They also explored the
significant obstacles that women in Morocco face when trying to access justice, and the
importance of creating an association for women judges in Palestine and how that would be
beneficial for promoting their rights and work.

The President of the Union of Moroccan Women Judges, Judge Mena Socrat highlighted of the
importance of this workshop: “It was a positive step forward to achieve a more transparent,
inclusive, and fair system when female judges entered several fields from which they were
historically excluded. We are here today with you to stop at the reasons for the success of the
Moroccan experience in supporting female judges through the establishment of a professional
women's judicial association that promotes the empowerment of female judges and thereby
achieves gender equality within the judicial system.

D. Christopher Decker, The Sawasya Joint Programme Manager, expressed his appreciation for
the strategic partnership between the Sawasya Programme, the High Judicial Council, and the
Attorney General Office: "We acknowledge the critical role that judges and prosecutors play in
enhancing access to justice due to their responsibilities and duties to make just inspections and
judgments of their cases” Decker said. "Supporting effective, multi-sectoral services for women
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and girls fulfills one of Sawasya's objectives, which is improving women'’s access to justice
through women empowerment and delivery of gender-responsive services,” he added.

The workshop also explored the potential opportunities that could be provided by the Union of
Moroccan Women Judges in encouraging the establishment of a Palestinian organization that
deals with the affairs of female judges and prosecutors. Additionally, a professional
development program for Palestinian female judges and prosecutors was also discussed.

Judge Iman Naser Aldeen also reflected on the importance of exploring the Moroccan
experience: "Morocco is one of the first Arab and Islamic countries to include women in the
judiciary, thereby recognizing the principal gender equality. Furthermore, we are extremely
proud of the distinguished presence of women judges in Morocco, whether in the Public
Prosecution or in the judiciary, as well as all different types and degrees of courts. “ she added
"Perhaps the experience of women in the Moroccan judiciary was one of the most inspiring
experiences of Palestinian women who also achieved important achievements in the Palestinian
judiciary institution. The percentage of women who hold the position of judge has reached 20%
of the total number of judges in Palestinian courts, according to the statistics of the Gender Unit
in the High Judicial Council, consequently we look at forward to improving the representation of
women in the judicial sector and in promoting gender equality in Palestine.”

-End-
For more information please contact:
Sawasya Il Joint Programme - Communications Coordinator:

Fida Maaytah | Mobile: +972 59 3020717 |Email: fida.maaytah@undp.org
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