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United Nations· 
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Nations Unies 

ASSEMBLEE 
GENERALE 

SPECIAL cm.t.-iITTEE ON PALESTINE 

PROVISIONAL RULES OF PROCEDURE 

I. CHA.IRMA!f, VICE-CRAIRMA.N, AIID RAPPORTEUR 

Rule 1 
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OBIGINAL: ENGLIS!I 

The Special Committee shall elect its mm Chairroa.>1, Vice-Chairman 

a.'ld Rap~orteur, or Rapporteurs . 

Rule 2 

If the Cheit'IllF'.r.. is unable to per:form his :functions, a new· Chairman 

shall be eJ.ect,3d f'or the unexpired term. 

Rule 3 

The Yice,.Chairrnan acting as Chairman shall have the same powers and 

duties as the Chairman. 

Rule 4 

L"l adciition -to e:xercis5.ng tl:e powers which are conferred upon Mm 

elsewhere by these Rules , the Cha.i:rman shall declare the opening arid closing 

of each maeting, sha.11 direct the discussions, ensure c'bservance of these 

Rules, acco!'d the right to speak, put q1~estions to the vote and ·a."1..,ounce the 

dscisiona . He shall rule on points of order, and, subject to these Rules, 

shall have complete control o:f the proceedings at any meeting. 

II. LANGUAGES 

RuJ.e 5 

The Cammi ttee will conduct its work in both English and French except 

wr.en it may agree that the interpretation may be dispensed with, 

Rule 6 

Wit re unabl.e to empl oy any of the official la,nguages of 

RECEIVED the United Nations hall as a rule provide their 01m interpreters. If 
,91,·• tFi ' · \ -H /a witness 
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a '!fitness who appears at the il".atance of the Comnitteo is untJ'Jle toe.:­

any of the official .languages and to prov:!.de his oun !r.l;erpreter, th, 

Socrotariat shnll arra!'lga for the aa.mo . 

III. RECORDS 

Rulo 7 

As a ceneral rule only oumnary r ecordo cf ito pubJ.ic and pri-m~e 

meetings shall be dra~m up unless the necessity for verbat:!m records in 

respect of a specific meet.inc or pa1·t cf n rnoetfoB is recognized by th9 

Ccrrmittee. 

Rule 8 

Vor:,=i.tim rocorL-8 vill bo to.ken of e.l: henr!r.ga and made available ti 

the me."'C!.bers of .tho Com:dtteo. The Comnittoe will decide in each case 

w!lether the testimor.y 3Ild disc-:.tosion wi:,_l be circulated verbatim or 

1n BU!lllllD.ry fv.t·m for tho whole or pru:t of the hearing. 

I'I, PtTBL:::CITY Or,' ?-X.'i.Tll'?GS, PR...'ll'SS CONMUNIQl:JES 
AI-ID VERDAL ~IF..Fll'!GS 

Rule 9 

The me&tings of the Committee shall be h9ld in FUhlic unless the 

CoJimi ttee decide& othe:..-,,riae. 

Fmle 10 

Meetings of s~b-com:nitt~os shall also be hsld in public. ur.less the 

sub- coc::n:!.ttee concerned de~i<foo otherwise, 

Rule ll 

Official D~ess conmuniques ehall be previoualy 6pproved by the 

Chairman of the Colll!ll.ittee. rress releases a.°"d verbal briefings may 

be isoucd by tl1e press o:fficer unless instructions to the contrary ere 

given by the Ccmm.ittee. 

V. CONDUG'i' OF :SUSIIIESS 

Rule 12 

M b Of the Special Co:nmittee shell constitute 
A majority of the em ere -

o. quorum. 
/!rJ.le 13 
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No represonta•!iive lll.'.3.Y acldresa. the Special C~ittee witho_ut .-. having. 

previoitsly c'otntned the permission of 'cho Chair.nan. · The Cb:drr ... e:::. shall 

call upon spaakers in the c,r-ier in whlch th~y e:ign!.fy thei~ d-,£;::.re to spee.k. 

The Cileim.an may ca.!l a apeak~r to order if hie ran.arks are r.ot relevant 

to the sub~ect under die~ussion. 

Rule ::.4 ' 
The CbaJ.rinan and.: the Reppol."teur of a sub-com.nittae may be acce,rd.ed 

precedence f'c,~ the purpose of' exp:::..aining_the conclusion arl'ived. at by their 

sub-comm! ttee. 

'During the discussion of' ·any ~~tter, a repr~aentative may rioe to ·a 

point of order and the point ?f o:r.der. shall be immediately decideJ by the 

Chairman in ecccrda.r~ce 'll'ith the Ru~~es of Prc.ced\il'e. A representativo 'JNJ,Y 
. . 

appeal againat th,3 ruling of tile Ohairir..an. The al)peal shail im:nediately be 

~ut to t:ic vot.e,. and t~la Chai:r::nan ve ruling shall ztand uul<>es overru).ed by 

a IJ16jr.1rity of the membc1re present and voting. 

Rule :i.6 .. 

Dur1 .. ng th-.:, diacusaion of any r.n9.tter, a. reprc:lse:.tative may move tho 

adjourr.mcmt of the deba:te. ' Any such motion shall have priority in t!.e 

debate. In addition to the proposer of the motioi:,., t,.,o rt3presente.ti-,es 

ooy speak in fe.vour of , and two agai n.st, the motion. 

Tbe Special Com:uttee may limit the -time alJowed to each speoke:r. 

Rule 18 . 

A repressntative may at any time move the closure of the debate 

\Thether or not any other re:;;>resenta~ive has signified hie ~Tish to 

speak. If applicati~n 1s Mde . f'or perm.iss ion to · O!)e;i?c against t he 

closure it m~y ~e accorded to not mere t~~.n two speakera. 

)Rule 19 
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Rule :19 

Tho C110irman oh~l:i. tc1ke th9 sense of the Spec:!.o.i Con.imittee on a 

. motio~ fo~· clo,Pll'e. If tlle Spocfol Committee is in favour of t!::~ 

c::.o:rnre the Ch~.i:rnum 130011 declare the closul'o of t.he debete. 

Rule 20 

Rooolu";;ior,s , omen<.1Jl113::1ts, arid snbstant1ve. motio:is shall be introduce~ 

in writing nnd hana.ed to the Prfacj.pal Becrotary tr~!O :,hall circu:l.ate CO?if 

to t!:e !"Sp:!.·0,J~ntati·re.;. ,\a a coneral 1·ule, no prox,osal shall b9 _di:Jcusoe: 

or put -to the vote o.t any reset!ne of the Sr..ecia.l Corr.nittee unJ.ess ·c·opiea I 
it ha~e boi.n ci~culated to all representatives not later than the dey 

prece<l.ing -~ha 1Ll3stiiJg. The C!iairman may, however, permit the discuasion 

and coru: ic!eration of aroenclrlents, or of motions ao to -procedure , without 

previous circu!ation of copies. 

Pe1·ts of a ·propooal tt?.Y ·ca yo·~ed en oepnrate'ly i:r a represontativo 

1-h:le 22 

If two or ncre e1.'lenamontc al:'e t1oved t~ a proposal, the Special C~W 

she.11 first vote ·on tha amendnent f'.irthest removed. in substa~e from tl:e 

original proposdl and 'then on the amendment .na:x:t fi:rthcst removed, and so 

\tn~~l a~l t~e c.rnondmenbs hcve bee~ put to the vote. 

Rule 23 

Hhen nn ~~ndwmt revises, adds to or deletes from a proposal, t.he 

·amend.cent shell bo voted on first, ar,d if it is adopted, the amended 

p~oposal shall thon be votod on. 

VI. YOTil'IG 

Bech Nrni.bor of the Spc:c1al Co!ltllittee shall :t-.a,e CPd vote. 

· Ri.0..e 25 

:Co.::i&ions of the Special Committee shall be taken 1>y a ma.Jority of 

the me~bers present and votin6. Abstentions shall not be counted as votes. 

/Thtl.e 26 
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-The Special Cor.'1ll;li.t'l:.ee shall . normally vote by shew\ or he.nu.a, but ~_ny 

representa:ti':'c may re(lµest a roll•call which ahal'!. th'3Il: _te toke., !.n the 

Engl i~h alphabetical order of' the l"'.emee -of tl-,e· Mombera,' 
1, • . 

Rn.la 27 · 

T~e vote of ea~h Uem'bcr participati::16 in any roll -call. shall b9 

insorted,in ths record. 

· If a -, cite is eq~lly di vidod on matters other than elections, a 

second ~oto ~hall be tal~en at t ha nex't meet:1.ng; this meat1!'.g shall be held 

withfa forty- eight hours of ~he first . vote, and :i.t shall be e:q>ressly . - . ; .. ,, : . ' . : .. 
mentioned in t h~ agenda that e _eecor.d vote wlll be ta.1(:~n o:i _thfJ mattar 

in question. If tll!s vote 8:lso r c.sults 1n eq~ality, the_ prop;,aa.i eh:Jll 

be regarded aa reJocted. 

VII. Stm-CO!-f-/i•"'IEES .l!?O SEClk."'TARIAT 

R:.11~ 29 

The Swcial Corlllllittae may set -up sub-com!llittees . 
\' 

The Seci~tl'.ry--G-ene~l or a member of the Secrotar~a~ designated by him 

may make to the Special Co:mnitte,e or e±:.y aab~:,ounuittef;l any oral or: written · 

atatament which the Secretary-General considers desirable, 

VIII. LIAISOU OF.FICERS 

B,..1.le 31 

'. The Mandatory Power1 the Arab nigher · Con:mittP.e, and ~he Jewish P.gency 

f or P3lestine .may, appoint liaison officers to the ColE:Il!ttee who shall auppl.y_ 

such infor?T.o.tion or render such o~he~ assistance cs the Collllll~ttee ma.y 

req_uire. Tho liaison off1cera Dl8.Y, sno mohu., pro:JGnt at the discretion of I, • 

the Com;nittee such informatki1 o.e tlfey may tllink adv:!.s~ble. ...; 

. I /~. OP.AL 
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IX. ORAL AI'iD HRITI'E!J TFBTThlONY 

R·c.uo 32 

Th~ Committee may, o.t its dlocrotion, 1n'l1te roprecentotivoa of 

Go·,err.manta or orBan1zat.lons , or priv<:to 1ndividualo, to submit cral 

or t•r.ritten teotitnony on any relev,mt Dl!ltter. 

Rul0 33 

Req_ueoto for oral hearing ehnll contain an indication of tho aub~cct 

or oubJac'to on \.hich the w-.itnaao deoiroo to tootify. 

Rulo 34 

Tho Coll!:r!:tte,3 mo.y ::-ifor tc o. sub"co1;imittae for examinat!on end 

recol.C!llendhtion such requoot3 to presflnt oraJ. testil:!on:,r na. 1t dv~IilS odvisa·:j 

Rule 35 

T'ne Co.:mitt1::o eilEl. l.l in oech Cl!S(3 docido tho time and pleco of tho 

here·1r.g cf e:1y uitneso r,:om whom 1 t ?Ja:f dec1c.e to receive ornl tostil!.ony, 

Tho Cot:!I!littoc n..<iy advise e.~y witness to submit his testimony 1n 1•r.riting. 

Rule 36 

Tho Conr.rlt~.ee , on the booio of tho ti111e availchle to it, '1:./JY 11m.1t 

e1.t:1er the number of 111tnesaos or the ti.ma to be allowed to o.ny ~,itncss, 

Rule 37 

Tho Ccli:!ltittoe my ref'er to a ~ub -col!!ll!itteo for study a11d report such 

\.Tri ttcn teotimony ea 1 t raay deem atlvisable. 

X. AMF.:'l..li.EH~'S AND SUSPENSIOI~S 

Rule 38 

The:ie ruleo of procedure may oo amended or suspended by a decision of 

the Special Com1ttee taken ~ya majority of the members present and voting. 




