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Dear 1-'Ir. Ch~irraan, 

UNITED Ni,TIONS 

Specicl Committee on Palestine 

July 2 , 1947 

The problem in regard to which we have been asked to 
r.1ake our recontl:lendations is , c~ S' you are aware , a very complex 
one and defies an easv solution . ·The task bas beGn □a.de more 
difficult by the D.tt itude t hat the/ t,rabs have adopted during 
our sta.y in Pnlestine . This i s not the occasion to say anything 
about the ·correctness of th8ir attit ude , but it seems to be 
hardly possible to .:!c our Guty with ,my degree of satisfaction 
to ourselves unless the f'.. rnb case is explained to us by those 
,·:ho he.ve stu,~iecl. th.., pro blern and aro vi tell y interested therein 

S i nce any suggestion by us to t he .r,re.b Higher Comr,1ittr 
seems destined to meet with f a ilure, the only solution a~pe;:,rs 
t o me to have some help from the adjoining ;,rab states in this 
connection . KnowinJ how near this qu8stion of P~lestine is to 
the heart of the neighboring countries and how rnn.terial l y they 
wouJd be affected by any solution in r egard to P2.l estine , I do 
not see how it is possible for the Conmittee t0 avc iu r equest
ing them t o explein their point of view. If· this is not Jone , 
it mey lead to f'urther serious cor.iplic at ions. Jlforeovcr, any 
conclusion arri v e(.~ at i n t heir absence ancl ·without listening 
tc t hl'-'ir l)Oints of view woul d be opc:n to s eri ous c-bj e ction and 
might justifiably be coa sidered not t o be cci:ii")l e te by the 
Gene r a l hssembly of -the United Nations . _ 

This i s not tht:: first time . in \vhich the colla boretion 
of the i.rab StD..t es is bE:;inr: sought befor~ co;ning to e. dee ision. 
They were , as y ou know, in~ited to the London Confe ~enc e in 
1940- 47 and thc1..t ~ppa r ent ly £'o r the same r ec:>.s ons wh3:9h are. 
compe llit"{; nc t o make this r0quest . Jl.loreov~,r, as 1:~ghboring . 
countries they a r e bound to b7 aff8ct;~ by t~e decis~on, ~nd it 
is only £'a i r t~!,_

1
bef, re for ming our fJ.n£~ v i ~ws· the:i.r welfa re, 

an<l in :.:My-:·cifse-, t h e ir desires , are. borne. in mind . It must not 

\
be ~forgott'eri 'tn·at ,\ in all pro babi l:i.ty , i-nt~ ?ut th: help of thc s; 
countries i,n .\he f~rst World War , the ques..,ion which we 2.r.e .. . 

\ 1 • .. : I / called • , •• 

\rt See •-Document:§ A/he . 13/SR. 22, pc1.ge 3 and 
1 • .... , ___ .... " -1iji c.13/SR . 2.3, page? . • 



.l/AC.13/53 
page 2 

ce.lled upon to· consider might never have arisen. 

You i·rill remember that I r~ised . this qucstic:: 
once before, although perhaps inforr.mlly, Bnd it was not 
seriously considered as r.n attempt was mdc at . the time t ~ 
link it with the question of visits to disnlaced nGrsons' 
camps in Europe. There is none who woulJ have no· syT.1:rathy_ 
i·,ith these unfortun~te persons ','lho have- without MY just~i'l
cation suff~rec: untold miss.:ry. But thr.:: question of £in,:1n; 
a home fer thorn is alre;:,.<ly engaging the attention of' th€: 
International Refugee Org~nizntion .s.nJ is primarily the . 
concern of that Orgr.nization. r:creov<::r, in ·my view, r~l€s~::.:: 
cc:>.n only be i!'lterested on humnnitari:>.n grc unJs to the sa.i:'le . 
extent end in the Sc.l.7:!e m~nner as ether cc,untries o.f tha w:::--1: 
aro e,r should be interested. The questi 0ri in regard tc• :·:hie :, 
the Co!!t,1ittee is called uron to !':lake its r.::cc::iaend.e.tions . . . 
i}ppears to me to hcve nothing to do, ~t lc~st directly, ·,.'l-:::: 
the displaced persons' rri v~tions [ind sufferings, e. ncl c1 ~6 -
cisicn to malce 1:). vi sit to these camps ~.wy give rise to ::-1:i..s -
2rprehensions t:nc! rmy be tuken by so!:te as rn inclic~tion of . 
the Co:nmittce I s view th2.t the rroblem of clisple.ced Ders·cns 15 

connected s-r even relev.:>.nt to thG questi,,n of Falestine. Tc 
Hh?t 1::xtent .forei,~ners cc.n be allowc~ to settle down in ~ 
cuuntry agc::inst t!1.::: i.,-ill of the :m.1.j('rity c-f its inhe.bitaz:its. 
who ,,1r,v be -..:irectly affect~d both ,,olitic~lly r..nd econor.1ic.:!l.:.7 

• • l 
should depenc~ on such people' tllvmselves , if ,lemocrncy f>nu 
self- detcrr.iinD.tion e.re to have any ;:H~aning in intcrnnti oncl 
lnw. It must nlso not to ov~rlocked th ,··.t th& nurr,ber of 
displ · ced persons , if I r&membcr correctly, is about t~.-o 
1'!1illion, cf wh0:1 rour;hly one-:-tunth c.1.10118 c.re Jews. {,t the 
bCT of humf'.nity, 2.11 th<,se 1isplaceJ. IK,rsans a re e1:1t1.tled 
to cqu· 1 consiC.era.tion ancl it is net possible to single ott, 
one rroup of porsons for preferential treatment . 

Since the quest i on which I r2m rc.i sirg is of v~ry . 
gr-oat i:n;-,crte.nce, I here you will not cbje ct t,o s0n•.iin~ c c piss 
)f this letter t,:: all th-.:-nambcrs of the Com;dttee be.for8he'·.nd 
: ~r their cFrefu~ cn~~ideration at a meating tc bd helJ 2s 
S::on fl s ;~ossible . 

Mr . Erail s~ndstrom,· · · 
Ch~irman of U. N.S.C .O.P. 
J8rusalem. 

Sincerely yours , 

( sif': ned) Abdur Rahman 
Delegate of India 




