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The .follow.trig letter h?S been .received from the Committee for Freedom 
· of North ·Africa: 

Dr. Victor Hoo . 
. Assistant Secretary- General 
United Nations·. 
Lake Success 
New York 

Dear · Sir: 

221 West 10 Street 
New York, N.Y. 
June 6, 1947 

_. The Committee for Freedom ~f . t:Jorth Africa has r ecei,ved with gr eat 
respect·the connnunicati_on of the Special Committee_ inviting it to present 
its views in written form on :the· subject .of Palestine in. accordance with the 
application made May 6, 1947 on behalf of Messrs. Salah Ben Youssef and Salah 
Ferhat , Secr,etarie·s of . the -National·Destour Party of Tunisia; Mr. Abbes Far­
hat , President of the Manifesto Party of Algeria; Mr. Messali Hadj, Presi­
d~nt of the Popular .Algerian Party; and lir0 Omar Abdeljelil, Chairman of the 
Istiqlal, Inciependenc e Party · of -Morocco • . · 

It was indeed gratifying to have our request met with such under­
standing an:l to have had our people granted . this opportunity to expr ess t heir 
opinion on -a problein which is of such great concern to t hem. The natural 
bond that has existed since . the eighth century between the Arabs of North 

· Africa and those_ of Palestine, is an historical fact whose roots lay ·deeply 
embedded in the uniformity of language, tradition and religion, all genuine-
ly identical . · · 

Because of this tie which British, French and Italian imperialists 
have tried to s~ver but have actually only helped to strengthen, . the twenty 
million Arabs of Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia could only proclaim their soli­
darity with the natu.cal inhabitants of Palestine, their Arab brothers, in 
their rightful enj legal aspirations for .self--determination and independence . 
By so doing, they have also demonstrated . their adherance to the prinGiples 
of the United Nations .Charter and their faith and confidance in its 

, sacred purposes . 

Assuming that your invitation was ·-irrlicative not only of good will 
and impartial ity, but was . aiso an .acknowledgement of our qualif.ications 
as interested parties., we sincerely regret our inability to .respond positive- . 
ly at this time due to the peculiar position in which we find ourselves. · 

. Although the .Committee f;r Freedom .of North Africa is an independent 
organization, _our applic.ation was made on behalf arrl at the request of those 

: , a~lc;e~i;.:ir-s) ,-iho{;ar~\ in North Africa and who cannot be contacted easi ly through 
~'-s:orclinary channels~ because of the' rigid· censorship which affects even personal­

corresi:ion~~e, l We ar·e sure you will agree that it wou~d be mo~t impro1er · 
for. us :to .'act further on their behalf without their consent or :i.nstr uctions. 

i 

/Th~refore . 
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' , •• • .i. .:.l ' : 

. Therefore to enable us t o cooperate ef fectivcly in this most important in­
vestigation, may we beg your indulgence to grant us one month ' s extension 
· iti order to consult those who are directly responsible to the North Africcn 
people. In view of the urgency of your business, however, may we suggest 
that 9s an alternative. and as a measure of expediency, the Special Committ% 
might personally invite these leaders and . their organizations to present 
their views directly. · 

Understanding that in its terms of reference the Special Commit­
tee is authorized to visit not only Palestine , but al so. European displaced 
persons camps arrl any other places it deems necessary ·for a complete and 
thorough investigation , may we humbly suggest that they visit the ~forth 
.Africans whose interest in the outcome of this pr obl em is based on more con­
sistant and authentic values than the mysticism of :c;urope ' s displaced Jew. 

We hope the honorabl~ members of this Special Commission wi.U re­
ceive t his letter and the suggestions therein with the same urrl_erstanding 
nr.d consideration an::i will inform us promptly of their decision.· 

We remain, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

(sgd) . El .Abed Bouhafa, Secretary 
Commit tee for Freedom of North i.frica 




