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The f ollo";ing letter hc'..s b.:::en r .acei vtd from thE:! i1.sirni ~ion 
fund , · Inc·., 140 ~-est 42nd .Street , t--;aw York 18 , N. Y. Juf1e 9, 1947. 

Judge h,iiil Su.ndstroem 
Uni tE:ld I\.:tions Corm,iittE:J~ of Inquiry . 
on F-nle st ine 
Lake ;:.;uccess 
l'JE:::.,, York 

I. ~ndea~orcd to .· spE:!ak to you over_ the tele.J:,>hono e. few ci2.ys ago 
w~tn n .: terence to a let-ter 1rtnich I had submitt~d t o i•1r~ 'l'rygv~ 
Lie under ·datc il ~ay, 1947, but I wns lnforraed by ohe of · the 
secret2ri es of your ·con:r:1itt8c t hc:,, t ,I sh¢,uld subu it my r epro;;::-
sent ~tions in writing D.s thl:lre was no possibility of my b~ing 
grc::.ntcd an -.oral ht!aring befor 0 the Corr11:iitte8 left f' or l·alestin8. 

In cc:tse my · letter to l~;r.' 'l'rygve Lie he.s not be~n handed to you or 
to your Cor,rn-iitte t::!, I enclose herev.fith' c,;. co·py thereof . Since · 
v1ritin~ th2t let~er, I havl:.! received · furt l1i,fr c;:.;bh~d requests from 
Palestine to appec1l agrin to your Committ0,2 for inte rv;;; ntion with 
the PD.1estine 2uthoritles in view of the fact tho.t a number of 
d8ath sentences by tii•e mil it &ry courts ar.;:! &pprE:hended to be very 
imminEmt . I t would appcur that , despite the appeal- m20.e by the 
united Nations to al l goverrm1l:lnts to refrain from any r,ction which · 
'.night inflaue passions wh il0 your Comrr,i tte-:l is dealing with t}10 
f r:.le st inc issue, the military ·a uthorities in Palestine nr0 G.et0r
rained to pursue their policy of oppression undt:! r c:-: law which is 
in gross viol ation of ths:: pr ovisions of the h:i.lestine handate . 
'i'he r\; is g,rc?.ve fer .. r · th2. t, if further sentences · of d68.th by the 
military courts · c..re executed,· there 1,-.rill be i'r8sh out br..;aks of 
violence co·ns1;;quent upon the r 1:.:sent:,1ent whic h must follow . 

There cnn be · no doubt · thttt the 1-.s.lestine .:1uthorit i es rcre in dut :{ 
b0und to r Gspond to th~ [\,ppec.11 uade by tho ·unit ed lfations in the 
sc:1~1e way c:, s o.11 other gov.errnnents ano . . bod ies , end it is . only just 
2nd r ~.:..sonable thR t thGy shoulc: sus pena the op.src:.tion of lnws 
v:hich are [.;. flagrfl.nt viol&tion of the Constitu tion of the country, 
2s well as a source of bitterness to the c0nrnuni ty . Tb~ suspen
sion of those laws . w0uld not involve any . hardship er c:\ny denial 
of 1£'.VJ c;;.;id Justice as the civil courts c:1.r,3 still functior.ing in 
th~ country crnQ &rs:: cor,1~t8nt . to d-=lll with r:11 the cases no'.,; beirg 
e1 e::alt •witi·1 by the i,i i litciry cou,rts . 

In thes"' circwnstances , i t is rt:sI,;ectfully submitted th&t the re
quest ·which I hc.ve beeri asked tc m&ke to you is one which could 
anci should find favor v,ith your . Committee, c:.nd I trust. tha t you 

• •· ·,yf.i;-;!.J.:' ;.see .. ,ydur ; way to c.ppro~c hing the }ale stine · Goverrnr,ent forth -
;.,. -~rith vd th tl1c: \ re·quest thEt t the rtlilitary courts, i:;.DC.l the t.E.ergency 

H~gulati&1s uhder which thev ~re c0n~tituted , shculd be sus~cn~e~ 
c::t · · lcic,,st' unt fl such time n~ the ·re com;nendati ons of your Commit t e:\· 
!\t~ill>httv&:-,:beeii made and considered by the Uniteci Nations . 
. . . ·: ·:,:: ~-: :.:·:·~:.-.--··'- ·-·-·' .... ~ .. --~--- .. ~ 

Yours resfectfully , 

1-,iax Seligman 
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·rb0 Honorable Trn~e 
Secretary ~,ener;!l to 
Lake ~,uccese 
i.ew Yod: 

vear ;,;,ir: 

l-.ay 21, 19'47 

Lie 
the United l"ations 

I beg to rP-fer you t c, tl:e conference wl:ic)') I hac or, ~ onclay 
last with Lr . -~ndr ew Cordi'er. 

I ai:1 the attcrne:, ir. ,·.1.l~s;:ine for the Asirai lio:·, Comr;i ttee, 
. vr;;ic;-;. is ar: o~ta,-·izatiur: cari!1,-; for t '. t,· •,rnlf;.tre of political 
)risor,::rs a ;;('. t :1cir fa,ilili~s a:.C:. d.e:,e:/-ents. 

I have subidtteli .:l nquest o:-: uis!-:c..lf of t l:at Cor.J~:ittee t liat you s::c·_.:__ :. 
: ... e i-:,ocd c:!Ov._:; :-; to coi;;rn.u:icate wit;-: tr.a .?alestine ·· overnment '::i ti-:: 
t:·,c vieu tc ·;-.1,e im~.f'oiate suspe:1sion of the :i:ilitary co:1rts 
in i alesti'..e, anc t::.c -2.·· .. olition of d.:U.t.ary law ii: 1·espect of 
t:,c civiliG.n ?<)}):.:l:.tio:'~ w·.ti~: . s uch d.:.:.c as the l:nit.ed ; a.tions 
will hwe ri;;ac;:ed · a (ecisi.on in rec::,'-!r d to the future of f:alesti1~e • 

.,s I _:)o ,;·-.teo. out t o ~ .. r, (~or·:_:ier, t'--.e · ilit;,ry courts ,,nc.. the 
:·r-: ~:ulations ~:y virtue o.:.' ;,.,;1ic:·1 t'.~cy fur:ctlo"-:, :ce re=.~rcle6. by 
t h e ci·,tire Je;:iel: coJ.;i;·.uHit:.r a::: i.llB;~al anC:. .:. ~:ross viol~:tion 
of ti:c pro vi dons of t!-:c :..ai;..:' ,:.te· i:i t:,at t'.-.ey de;n·i ve t:·ie · 
civi:i..ia·., i ,},,"ll::ita.r:t:: or' t ;;eir civil rit:'.,ts , 

\';, e app:-al w>.ic!1 was ,: ·:·e by the lr.ited. =. atic•~·,s for a truce 
ir:. :·alcstire was ad.circ:esed to ,i:i,l over:11;1ents, as well as to 
other boC:ics a!lc'. ;,:u::;t, t!1eref ore, be ::1ad.e to .appl? to t.:'! e · 
;·al,:;s ti ::e :::ovcr:e::,ent and the militar·: ,;.tithorities i;-: . Pa.lestin0.'. 
J.t :Ls .:i.1~co1":cei vat le t1!a t t hose authori ties should codinue to 
irnposs a rG5in:e of -ippro: don ~e;ainst 'vihich th(. entire Jewish 
coirJ:.unity is opposed ,3.nd, :.t the sa;:,e ti- e, ex:-_:cct the :i.esis
tar.ce ; ovr;r:ient to refrai1; from e.cti vit;y- '<:·ainst th&t re :9."_ir.e . 
vf cour~e, I hav( no ri :..ht to speak in the na.1,1€• of: t:::e. J esis
tanc.e :.oveir.er.t, but there car, i~e no <lou~~t t )·.at.; ~o lon,: as· 
t!:e i:d.lita.r y re[).::.e a.ml . t he rdlitary cot:l'ts functicn , there is 
ver? little likdi '.,ood o:' an effective tn:ce; 

l wovld, thf.:refore, ;r ost respecti ully ur : e t i,a:t yoi.:. CO!:'.iUU:""ticate. 
c.irectly wi t,h t'.1e i: ·<!.lesti.1e authorities with · a view· 7,o n cess:tion 
of o.11 r,~ilitar:r court ;:;.c t i vi ties p s r,diio;:· Uv::: C:.eterr.:.i:.:-::.tic,: of the 
~ ;:.lcstine issue l y t 1.•e uni tcd. U1tions . 




