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The following l etter has been received f r om the Govern
ment of Palestine. · 

Sir, 
\ \ 

Chi.ef Secretary ' s Offi ce , 
i 

Jeru·salem 

15th June , 194 7 ~ 

I am d·J.rected by His Exc~l le.ricy the r!igh Commissioner to 
refer to. t he. r equest_ which you have made verbal1y- to me tq
day_ -t;,hat written evide~ce may. be furnished to the United 
Nati.ens Special Committee on Pal~st:ine by the Palesti.ne Admin
istration i.n regar d . to the constitution of the Government of 
Pale~tine and the manne~ of its ~dministraiion • . 

2. In reply to your requ.est I amdjre cted t.oforward, for 
the information of · the .members of your Committee,· twenty 
copies each of the. follo,,.r.i .ng documents · which have been pr e -
pared by ·the Government · of Palestine: - . . · . ' 

· (a) A Survey of Palestine in two volumes. These 
volumes were written in December 1945. and. 
January 1946 for the information· of the Anglo- .· 
American Committee . of Inquiry. A br:ief account 
of the c onstitution and structure of the 
Government· of Palest:i.ne· is contained in the 

_:fir:st_ volume, at the f_ourth chapter. · · 

( b,) A supplementary volume to this Survey of Pales
tine. When the General Assembly of the United · 
Nitions resolvJd on _15th May last to ijppoi.nt 
a special committee t<Y, "investigate all questions 
and issues relevant to .the problem of Palestjne" 
and to "conduct investigations i n Palestine" 
steps were immediately taken b,,; this _Government , 
to revise some of the data which ' is contained in 
the two volumes which were prepared last year · 
for the Angl o-American Commtttee. This revised 
data is contained in .the supplementary volume • 
which is now formally presented for the informa-

· ttm:i of the Special Committee. · So that this . 
volume of supplementary data might be ~eady,for 
presentation at/ the outs:t of the . Committee s 
inv~stigatjons in Pale5.t111e no attemp~ has beei:i 
mad~ to bring up to date all the detailed part1- . 
ic:ulars contained in the original volumes; only 
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that material which it wa~ thoueht would. be. of. 
particular interest· to th,e CoI'lrnittee has been 
included. , The method adopted for presentation· 
of_this ne w data has obvious disadvant~ges ; 
th1.s G(?vernment would have wished · to revi se and , 
reprint the original volumes so that the factual 
material which t hey contain might have been · . 
presented· to your Commi ttee in self-contalned. 

· form, but the limited ·time available -has 
dictated the less s a tisfactory method of • . 
includ:i.ng 'the revised dat~ . in' a supple'menta ry 
volume;__ any inconveni ence caused thereby will, . 
it is hoped, be .excused. · · · · 

{ c) · The draft estimates, of ·the revenue .and expen
diture of the Government for the financjal 
year 1st April, 1947 , to 31st March , 1948~ 
together with an explanat ory memorandum. 
These estima tes are as submitted by . this 
Government to :the ·secr etary of St ate for the 
Colonies whose approval of . them · :i.s now awaited. 

(d) A set of nine maps . 

3. I ali1 ·also t o f nfor::1 you that this - Government proposes 
to present a memorandum which is intendad as an account by 
ths Pales t jne .. Admi. rtistr&tHm· .in gene1~a1 terms of ·i ts expe·ri - · 
ence in atte:npt:i.ng to ca :~ry out the obl:igat:ions- :i rrtposed b.y_ 
the terms of the r:iandLt e ·wi.th ·wrd.cl1 l·U s B1·itanic I-i:ajesty ' s 
Government was entrusted under Art jcle 22 of the Covenant · 
of the Ler,gue of Natt ons . · It :is ant:LcJpated th&t · i.t, will be 
possj_b1e to complete t his r;;emc:c and1.1rn a.nd to furnish copies . 
. for the jnformation of your Committee 'bef.ore ·t1:·e end of this 
week. 

I am,0~- . 
-Your obe8i~tt servant, 

H.L.G.- Gurney 

CH:C.:: F SECRSTXf~Y TO TI·1B 
. GOV:~RNIE i·l '11 CF- P .41:!: S TI NE . 

The Principal Secretary, 
United ~lat:i.ons Spoc:i.a.l Connr1ittee on Pnlesti.ne , . ., 

Y. E . C. · A. , 
.J er us ale m. 
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