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I. UNRWA CREATES EDUCATION  

ADVISORY GROUP OF INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS 

On 2 June, UNRWA issued the following press release.   

Today, as part of its commitment to providing an inclusive and equitable education to refugee 

children, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 

(UNRWA), announced the launch of an Education Expert Advisory Group to help ensure the over 

550,000 Palestine refugee students UNRWA serves maintain access to quality education. The 

panel will be composed of globally recognized education experts representing renowned 

institutions such as UNESCO and the World Bank, among others. 

Working in concert with the UNRWA Commissioner-General, Deputy Commissioner-

General, and Director of Education, the Advisory Group will provide recommendations and advice 

on a range of issues of strategic importance, including the digitalization of education, gender 

equality, and educational planning models. 

Despite persistent funding challenges and major disruptions caused by the COVID-19 

pandemic and last year’s war in Gaza, the Agency has maintained its reputation as a pioneer in 

refugee service delivery by adapting to challenging circumstances with flexibility. Last year, for 

instance, the Agency established an innovative digital education initiative, the UNRWA Digital-

Learning Platform, to ensure learning continuity even as many Palestine refugee children were 

unable to physically access their regular schools due to the pandemic, conflicts or other crises. 

UNRWA schools have built a reputation for high academic achievement, low drop-out rates, 

and a commitment to tolerance, human rights, non-discrimination, and gender equality in 

education. Groundbreaking progress has been achieved in gender parity, with girls making up 

around 50 percent of UNRWA students from the 1960s onwards. Further, since 1999, UNRWA 

schools have held elections to form school parliaments comprised entirely of high-performing 

Palestine refugee students. Those parliaments have been a key vehicle for the promotion of respect 

for rights, democratic practices and tolerance. The Experts Group will build on this foundation and 

help ensure sustained access to quality programmes and pedagogical techniques. 

A core focus of the new Experts Group will be to assist the UNRWA education programme 

with its ongoing digital transformation, as access to remote learning systems will contribute to 

making UNRWA Education more resilient in the face of disruption of physical schooling. The 

members of the Experts Group will serve for a two-year period. 

“The new Advisory Group will bring additional expert guidance to our best-in-class Education 

Programme,” said the Commissioner-General.  UNRWA is immensely proud of its students and 

strives to continue delivering superior educational services to millions of Palestine refugee 

children. Guided by our core principles of equity and accessibility, I’m certain that the Agency 

will meet the education challenges of the 21st century, including those related to digital learning. 

UNRWA will remain a global model for quality education.” 

The Agency’s globally-celebrated Education Programme delivers quality education to roughly 

540,000 Palestine refugees across 711 schools today, and has educated an estimated 2.5 million 

children over the past 70 years. In addition, UNRWA administers eight vocational training centres 

https://www.un.org/unispal/document/unrwa-announces-education-expert-advisory-group-unrwa-press-release/
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and two educational science faculties, which educate some 10,000 Palestine refugee youth across 

the region every year. 

 

II. UN INDEPENDENT INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY ISSUES 

FIRST REPORT 

On 7 June, the United Nations Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the 

Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel issued its first report 

(A/HRC/50/21) to the Human Rights Council. The assessment of the Commission is reproduced 

below. 

X. Assessment 

68. The Commission was set up by the Human Rights Council following the fourth escalation 

in violence between Israel and Palestinian armed groups since 2008. While the highest levels of 

violence occurred between the Israeli security forces and Palestinian armed groups based in Gaza, 

the Commission emphasizes that the ongoing occupation of the West Bank and East Jerusalem 

and the 15-year blockade of Gaza are intrinsically linked. As with the 2014 Gaza hostilities, the 

2021 conflict came against a backdrop of tensions between Palestinians and Israelis in the West 

Bank and East Jerusalem. In her statement to the Human Rights Council at its forty-ninth session, 

in March 2022, the High Commissioner for Human Rights noted that the number of Palestinians 

killed by Israeli security forces had tripled in comparison with the previous reporting period, and 

that there had been a significant increase in the number of Palestinian children detained by Israel, 

and of administrative detainees, while settlements continued to expand.113 There were also attacks 

directed against Israeli civilians by Palestinians in early 2022. 

69. This review of the findings and recommendations of previous United Nations 

mechanisms and bodies clearly indicates that ending the occupation of lands by Israel, in full 

conformity with Security Council resolutions, remains essential in ending the persistent cycle of 

violence. What has become a situation of perpetual occupation was cited by Palestinian and Israeli 

stakeholders to the Commission as the one common issue that constitutes the underlying root cause 

of recurrent tensions, instability and protraction of conflict in both the Occupied Palestinian 

Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel. In 2008, the high-level fact-finding mission to Beit 

Hanoun reported that the occupation remained the root cause of the bleak situation that the mission 

had only briefly sketched in its report.114  

70. The Commission notes the strength of prima facie credible evidence available that 

convincingly indicates that Israel has no intention of ending the occupation, has clear policies for 

ensuring complete control over the Occupied Palestinian Territory, and is acting to alter the 

demography through the maintenance of a repressive environment for Palestinians and a 

favourable environment for Israeli settlers.  

71. The Commission notes the views of the former Secretary-General that a sense of despair 

and frustration was growing under the weight of half a century of occupation and the paralysis of 

 
113 See https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2022/03/occupied-palestinian-territory. 
114 A/HRC/9/26, para. 74. 

https://www.un.org/unispal/document/report-of-the-independent-international-commission-of-inquiry-on-the-occupied-palestinian-territory-including-east-jerusalem-and-israel/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2022/03/occupied-palestinian-territory
http://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/9/26
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the peace process.115 This review of past reports indicates that impunity is feeding increased 

resentment among the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 

Jerusalem, and in Israel and is fuelling recurrent tensions, instability and protraction of conflict 

and an endless cycle of violence that compromises chances for sustainable peace and security. 

While tackling impunity must be the highest priority for the parties, the Commission finds from 

its analysis a clear unwillingness by the relevant duty bearers to adequately address the core 

underlying issues driving the cycle of violence and dispossession. 

72. The continuing occupation of the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 

Jerusalem, the 15-year blockade of Gaza and longstanding discrimination within Israel are all 

intrinsically linked, and cannot be looked at in isolation. The conflict and the occupation must be 

considered in their full context. Both the 2014 and 2021 hostilities came in the context of tensions 

between Palestinians and Israelis in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, in addition to the situation 

in Gaza itself.  

73. The increased level of violence within Israel itself during the 2021 hostilities and again 

in early 2022 adds to concerns. The Commission repeats with concern the stark warning by the 

Special Rapporteur that the persistent discrimination against Palestinians throughout the West 

Bank and East Jerusalem, threats of forced displacement, forced displacement, demolitions, 

settlement expansion and settler violence and the blockade of Gaza have all contributed to and will 

continue to contribute to cycles of violence.116 

74. Discrimination emanating from divisions, and restrictions on human rights to varying 

degrees, have created an oppressive environment that itself fuels both Palestinian resentment 

towards those imposing the restrictions and Israeli fear and insecurity.  

75. Meanwhile, the Palestinian Authority frequently refers to the occupation as a justification 

for its own human rights violations and as the core reason for failure to hold legislative and 

presidential elections. The de facto authorities in Gaza show little commitment towards upholding 

human rights, and little adherence to international humanitarian law. 

76. The end of the occupation, coupled with the fulfilment by Israel and the State of Palestine 

of their obligations under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

against Women, also remains central to women’s transformative empowerment, meaningful 

participation in public life and equal enjoyment of all human rights.117 While Palestinian women 

play an active role within their communities and in social and political movements, persistent gaps 

remain in terms of equal participation in political leadership, decision-making and peace processes 

and access to resources.118  

77. Ending the occupation alone will not be sufficient, however. Other steps must be taken 

to ensure that all people in Palestine and in Israel are able to enjoy all of their human rights equally 

and in full, without any discrimination. 

 
115 https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2016-01-26/secretary-generals-remarks-security-council-situation-middle-east.  
116 A/HRC/47/57, para. 10. 
117 For example, A/HRC/35/30/Add.2, paras. 54 and 90. 
118 A/HRC/12/48, para. 1977; A/HRC/46/63, para. 26; and Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, “Gendered needs during 

the May 2021 conflict in the Gaza Strip”, March 2022, pp. 18 and 21. See also CEDAW/C/PSE/CO/1, paras. 18–19 and 30–31.  

https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2016-01-26/secretary-generals-remarks-security-council-situation-middle-east
http://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/47/57
http://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/35/30/Add.2
http://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/12/48
http://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/46/63
http://undocs.org/en/CEDAW/C/PSE/CO/1
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78. In its initial consultations with stakeholders, the Commission received numerous requests 

for it to issue key findings as soon as possible on relevant violations, abuses and international 

crimes being committed in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and 

Israel. While this review of past findings and of the status of implementation of recommendations 

points to numerous violations and abuses of international law, the Commission must conduct its 

own investigations and legal analysis into alleged violations and abuses, and in so doing will 

carefully review all available evidence and material. It will reach its own findings and, in 

accordance with its mandate, will make recommendations, in particular on accountability 

measures. It will preserve and analyse information and evidence on international crimes with a 

view to identifying those bearing individual criminal responsibility. It will also seek to work with 

judicial accountability mechanisms that adhere to internationally accepted due process and fair 

trial standards towards ensuring individual, State and corporate accountability. In parallel, the 

Commission will seek to identify ways of addressing the underlying root causes of the recurrent 

tensions, instability and protraction of conflict, and will work with relevant stakeholders to identify 

tangible steps aimed at contributing to ending the violence and fostering peaceful coexistence. 

79. The Commission notes the findings of the International Court of Justice that, in the 

context of the construction of the wall and its associated regime, Israel was in violation of relevant 

obligations under international humanitarian law and international human rights law, and that all 

States parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention have the obligation to ensure compliance by Israel 

with international humanitarian law as embodied in that Convention. The Commission also notes 

the recent demonstration of the ability of third States to take prompt and unified action to ensure 

respect for international law in the face of violations of international law by a Member State of the 

United Nations. Given these points, and given the Commission’s assessment that there has been a 

lack of implementation of the recommendations of past reports in relation to the core underlying 

root causes of the conflict, the Commission will carefully assess the responsibilities of third States 

along with those of private actors in the continued policies of occupation, in accordance with its 

mandate established by the Human Rights Council. It will also consider the role of third States in 

ensuring respect for and full compliance with international humanitarian law and human rights law 

in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, in Israel and in the occupied 

Syrian Golan. 

80. In the implementation of its mandate, the Commission will examine specific thematic 

areas in future reports, while maintaining a continued focus on investigating all underlying root 

causes of recurrent tensions and identifying recurring patterns in the consequences of the conflict, 

including the Israeli occupation and the promotion of accountability. In doing so, it will undertake 

investigations, host consultations, engage with relevant stakeholders and launch focused requests 

for submissions based on specific thematic areas. Given that approximately 50 per cent of the 

Palestinian population resides outside the Occupied Palestinian Territory and Israel, the 

Commission will seek to engage with the wider Palestinian diaspora located in neighbouring 

countries and further afield, as well as Palestinians, Israelis and others who reside in the State of 

Palestine or Israel. Despite the lack of cooperation by Israel and its refusal to allow the 

Commission entry, the Commission will continue to seek access to Israeli and Palestinian victims 

to hear their voices.  
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III. THE WORLD BANK APPROVES US$37 MILLION IN GRANTS 

TO SUPPORT PALESTINIAN REFORMS AND SOCIAL SERVICES  

On 7 June, the World Bank issued the following press release.  

The World Bank approved today a US$30 million Development Policy Grant supporting 

reforms in the areas of transparency, inclusion, and the green economy in the Palestinian territories. 

In addition, US$7 million will be granted to provide selected social services, short-term cash for 

services, and online employment opportunities to the most vulnerable populations in Gaza. 

“The World Bank’s financial support through a new development policy grant builds upon 

previous operations and supports a range of reforms to strengthen governance and transparency 

efforts,” said Kanthan Shankar, World Bank Country Director for West Bank and Gaza. “The grant 

will help ease some of the fiscal stress, while also focusing on strategic priorities in line with the 

World Bank Group’s Assistance Strategy for the West Bank and Gaza and the Palestinian National 

Development Plan for 2021-2023.” 

The new operation “Supporting Transparency, Inclusiveness and the Green Economy” 

Development Policy Grant (DPG) focuses on reforms to enhance public procurement practice and 

increase transparency. This, in turn, will promote stronger controls over spending and eventually 

create the fiscal space needed for productive investments and higher social spending. The DPG 

also supports the Palestinian Authority’s efforts to address the needs of vulnerable groups through 

reforms that enhance financial inclusion and that roll out gender responsive budgeting in key 

ministries. 

In line with the World Bank Group’s Climate Change Action Plan (CCAP), the operation 

focuses on strengthening the Palestinian territories’ adaptation and resilience to climate change 

shocks through reforms to improve governance in the water sector and amendments to the 

environment protection law to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

“The World Bank is also focused on the shortage of jobs, particularly for youth in Gaza 

following years of political instability and violence. Even before the COVID19 pandemic and the 

escalation of the 2021 conflict, only 16% of educated young people in Gaza – and 4% of young 

women – entered the labor market. Given the limited psychosocial support and mental health 

services in Gaza, the US$7 million grant will help create jobs in much-needed social services 

sectors, thus boosting human capital while helping young job seekers and their families lift 

themselves out of poverty,” added Shankar. 

The “Gaza Emergency Support for Social Services Project” responds to the immediate needs 

arising from the emergency in Gaza and builds on previous operations to provide mental health 

services, short-term cash for social services, and online employment opportunities. The project 

will be implemented by the NGO Development Center (NDC) which will select non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs) in Gaza with excellent track records to manage and scale up mental health 

and psychosocial services. The NDC will also subcontract service providers to deliver training and 

support needed for youth to find employment opportunities as online freelancers. 

Through the cash for services program, selected NGOs will target unemployed people with the 

ability to enhance the psychosocial support provision in Gaza to the most vulnerable communities, 

https://www.un.org/unispal/document/us-37-million-in-grants-to-support-palestinian-reforms-and-human-capital-world-bank-press-release/
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P177848
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P177897
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focusing on women and children. The e-work program will focus on empowering youth by 

targeting young people between the ages of 18-34 – half of whom are women – with a focus on 

those who have the skills or potential to become e-workers or online freelancers. A similar 

intervention under the Gaza Emergency Cash for Work and Self-Employment Support has shown 

this modality to be successful in providing employment opportunities for youth and especially 

women, with 80% of beneficiaries finding contracts totaling more than US$500,000. 

 

IV. UN PALESTINIAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE ORGANIZES 

VIRTUAL EVENT ON “APARTHEID, INTERNATIONAL LAW, 

AND THE OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY”  

On 16 June, the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People 

held a virtual high-level event titled “Apartheid, International Law, and the Occupied Palestinian 

Territory.” The Chair’s summary is reproduced below. Click here for the video recording. 

The event “Apartheid, International Law and the Occupied Palestinian Territory” was 

held on 16 June 2022, under the auspices of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable 

Rights of the Palestinian People (CEIRPP). The event was moderated by H.E. Mr. Cheikh Niang, 

Chair of the Committee and Permanent Representative of Senegal to the United Nations. It 

consisted of an opening session with remarks by the Chair and H.E. Mr. Riyad Mansour, 

Permanent Observer of the State of Palestine to the United Nations. The panel comprised of Mr. 

Zeid Ra’ad Al-Hussein, President and Chief Executive Officer of the International Peace Institute, 

former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, and Member of The Elders, and Ms. Agnès 

Callamard, Secretary General at Amnesty International (AI). 

Member States participated in the one-and-a-half-hour event on the WebEx platform, which 

was livestreamed on UN WebTV as well as the Committee social media channels. The public had 

an opportunity to make comments and pose questions to the panellists. 

At the opening, Ambassador Niang explained the Committee’s mandate to raise awareness 

internationally on the Question of Palestine and the challenges faced daily by the Palestinian 

people. This event focussed on Amnesty International’s landmark 2022 report entitled “Israel’s 

Apartheid Against Palestinians: Cruel System of Domination and Crime Against Humanity” in 

which the organization shared its findings and conclusions regarding Israeli policies and practices, 

the reactions that the report generated, as well as the way forward.  

Ambassador Niang introduced the panellists and stated that over several years now the 

General Assembly, the Security Council and the Secretary-General, as well as the Committee, had 

reaffirmed that ending the continued Israeli occupation and discrimination against Palestinians was 

essential to stopping the conflict, stressing the need for accountability for violations by Israel, the 

occupying Power, as essential for realizing these objectives. Several international, Palestinian and 

Israeli organisations concluded that those Israeli practices in the Occupied Palestinian Territory 

(OPT), including East Jerusalem, met the definition of the crime of apartheid, while the United 

Nations Commission of Inquiry “on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, 

and Israel” had recently reached a similar conclusion. 

https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P167726
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/palestine-rights-committee-virtual-event-apartheid-international-law-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territory-chair-summary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-hfbzY2vKU
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In his introductory remarks, Ambassador Mansour expressed that under every consideration 

and definition, Israel was committing the crime of apartheid. Prominent human rights 

organizations and UN Rapporteurs had also reached a similar conclusion or clearly alluded to it. 

Recognizing this reality and holding Israel accountable for its practices was essential to addressing 

the situation on both sides of the Green Line. 

After an introductory video on Amnesty International’s report, Mr. Zeid Ra’ad Al-Hussein 

started the discussion by recalling that this report followed others by prominent organizations and 

that Israel had criticized them deeply for allegedly lacking balance and being based on “anti-

Semitic considerations”.  He added that it was important to read the report in its entirety before 

judging its content and conclusions. Mr. Al-Hussein then asked why AI had focussed not only on 

the OPT but also on the situation of Palestinians inside Israel.  

Ms. Agnès Callamard stated that the response rested on the definition of the crime of 

apartheid as being a “crime against humanity committed through inhuman acts and perpetuated in 

the context of an institutionalized regime of systematic oppression and domination by one racial 

group over another, with the intent to maintain that system”. Israel’s segmentation of territories 

and establishment of different legal systems were part of a system of apartheid on both sides of 

the Green Line and administered for the benefit of Jewish Israelis to the detriment of Palestinians. 

Israel put in place actions and policies inside its own territory to maintain this system of 

institutionalized discrimination, such as the adoption in 2018 of the “Basic Law: Israel as the 

Nation-State of the Jewish People”, which created distinctions among people based on ethnicity 

and religion.  

Ms. Callamard further stated that land allocation policies and family reunification laws denying 

the right of Palestinians in Israel to live with their families if they originated from the OPT were 

part of the same discriminatory regime. She added that while Palestinians could vote in elections, 

the fragmentation of the electoral system favoured Jewish Israelis, and the representation of 

Palestinians in the Knesset was limited. In addition, the State of Israel supported the taking over 

of Palestinian properties by Jewish Israelis, including in East Jerusalem and in the Negev.  

Mr. Al-Hussein stated that pages 51 to 60 of the report helped clarify the legal understanding 

of the concept of apartheid in international law and its application to this situation. Considering 

the Rome statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC) and elements of international 

jurisprudence, the section on racial groups and the part on specific intent were analysed brilliantly, 

he added. The chronological narrative of the report was one of the main criticisms as its main 

section was deemed unbalanced and not taking into consideration Israel’s security concerns, 

including the indiscriminate attacks of Palestinian militant groups on Israeli civilians. Mr Al-

Hussein asked if putting those security considerations at the end of the report minimized their 

importance for the State of Israel and the proportionality of the measures in place. Ms. Callamard 

answered that while they must be acknowledged, the existence of security concerns could not 

justify the existence of an apartheid regime, stressing that security was often invoked by repressive 

regimes, as it was the case during South Africa’s Apartheid. Highlighting those considerations in 

an earlier section would not have necessarily made a difference in the way the report had been 

received.  
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Mr. Al-Hussein noted that many critics of the report had stated that while AI singled out Israel, 

many other oppressive regimes had not been subject to similar scrutiny. Ms. Callamard responded 

that AI has regularly conducted extensive documentation and reporting on alleged human rights 

violations committed in other countries, including by the Palestinian Authority. For Ms. 

Callamard, claiming that Israel was discriminately targeted was a way to divert the attention on 

the messenger rather than on the perpetrator.  

Mr. Al-Hussein agreed that different United Nations (UN) human rights bodies were often 

accused of selectivity while in reality all States were subject to scrutiny. He had also been accused 

of anti-Semitism during his tenure as High Commissioner for Human Rights, similarly to other 

representatives to high-level human rights organizations. Ms. Callamard added that both the 

United Nations and AI had repeatedly condemned anti-Semitism as a real and growing threat 

around the world but noted that labelling human rights defenders as anti-Semitic was a way to 

“weaponize” the term and in fact undermined the fight against anti-Semitism. Amnesty 

International was committed to tackling anti-Semitism, but these efforts should not prevent the 

international community from denouncing the situation faced by Palestinians and engaged to 

ensure respect of international law.  

Asked about the chances to see the report’s recommendations implemented, Ms. Callamard 

answered that the international community must denounce this crime against humanity and 

countries must revise their cooperation agreement with Israel, ban products from settlements, and 

utilize universal jurisdiction to bring about accountability. In addition, she emphasized that some 

countries were using double standards in defending Israel and that this is unacceptable and 

undermines accountability. 

In her video message to the event, South Africa Minister of International Relations and 

Cooperation, Ms. Naledi Pandor compared Apartheid in her country and the situation in 

Palestine, drawing parallels between the violence in South Africa from 1955 to 1965 and violence 

against Palestinians in East Jerusalem and other areas of the OPT. Freedom in South Africa was 

achieved thanks to the steadfastness of South Africans and the support of the international 

community, with the UN taking a leading role. This is what she hoped would happen in the case 

of Palestine. Minister Pandor further recalled the similarities in the detention, persecution and 

torture of youth in both countries. The responsibility rested with the international community to 

act against this injustice and the inhumane conditions Palestinians have been subject to, an 

obligation under international law. All international mechanisms must be used to end Israel’s 

impunity as long-lasting peace would be achieved only after a negotiated and just settlement and 

the end of Israeli occupation. 

During the Question-and-Answer session, panellists addressed several questions submitted 

by the audience. One questioned the assumption that all Arabs in Israel identify as Palestinians, 

and Ms. Callamard responded that the report aimed at addressing the treatment of all Palestinian 

communities, conducting extensive analysis of legislations, statements and orders. The research 

showed that Palestinians were considered by the State of Israel as a different group within the 

Israeli Arabs and the report acknowledged that not everyone was discriminated at the same level. 

Racial discrimination in Israel was not necessarily based on physical traits, but Palestinians as the 

dominated group were considered different and inferior due to their Arab and non-Jewish status. 

This was clear in the 2018 State Law that distinguished between nationality and citizenship. Hence, 
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AI did not speak on behalf of the entire Arab population of Israel but stressed that the Palestinians 

were the victim of an apartheid system. 

Responding to a question on actions by the Security Council, and on the veto cast by the United 

States to defend Israel, Mr. Al-Hussein argued that the use or threat of use of the veto made it 

difficult to exert pressure on Israeli authorities to cease violations. However, the situation in the 

United States was changing, with progressive Jewish groups being critical of Israel’s policies 

towards Palestinians. Moreover, pressure is being exerted by youth in university campuses 

throughout the country. Quoting the late Israeli President Shimon Peres, he added that “the 

occupation destroys not only the occupied but also the occupier”. 

Panellists were asked about anti-Semitism in Palestine and why AI and the UN were 

disproportionately focused on criticising Israel rather than providing an impartial analysis calling 

out any form of racial discrimination. Mr. Al-Hussein responded that the key to credibility for 

heads of human rights organizations or UN bodies was consistency. AI covered almost every 

country situation, similarly to the OHCHR and the mandate of UN Special Rapporteurs. However, 

the same could not necessarily be said about the Human Rights Council. In addition, AI also looked 

at the situation under the Palestinian Authority control, as reiterated by Ms.  Callamard, 

documenting attacks against Israel and civilians by Palestinians, including from Gaza. Jewish 

Israelis should however confront what their government was doing in their names and not be 

complacent to this crime. 

On a question regarding what follow up CEIRPP and others could do to revive the UN Special 

Committee Against Apartheid, Ms. Callamard stated that discussions were ongoing between 

Namibia, the State of Palestine and South Africa to put forward a General Assembly resolution on 

re-establishing the Special Committee. Amnesty International supported this initiative. It was 

reiterated that states must use all the available tools, including universal jurisdiction, to end this 

system of oppression. The ICC must also move ahead with investigations of crimes committed by 

Israel, to ensure consistency in the application of international law. 

In his closing remarks, following a video featuring the late Archbishop Desmond Tutu on 

similarities between the situation of Apartheid South Africa and Palestine, Ambassador Mansour 

thanked the Chair, the Committee, the Division for Palestinian Rights and the panellists for their 

insightful conversation and for the report released by Amnesty International. Ambassador 

Mansour also thanked Minister Naledi Pandor of South Africa for her strong message of solidarity 

with the Palestinian people, adding that the international community must act now. It was essential 

to continue to promote the rights of Palestinians through our collective efforts at the UN including 

through resolutions and other decisions, and to document the violations of international law and 

human rights of the Palestinian people towards achieving a just solution and peace. 

Ambassador Niang closed the event stressing the importance of further examination and 

follow up on this important topic to ensure respect for human rights and accountability. 

***Note: This Summary attempts to provide an overall picture of the deliberations of the virtual Event. A video of the Event can be found 

on the webpage of the CEIRPP, www.un.unispal.org as well as in its official Facebook page and YouTube account. 

***Note: The views and opinions expressed in this summary are those of the speakers and do not necessarily reflect the official position 

of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People. 
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V. UN HUMAN RIGHTS EXPERTS CONDEMN ISRAEL’S ARBITRARY DETENTION 

AND CONVICTION OF A PALESTINIAN AID WORKER  

On 16 June, Francesca Albanese, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 

Palestinian Territory occupied since 1967, and Fionnuala Ní Aoláin, Special Rapporteur on the 

promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism 

issued a statement reflected in the following press release.  

UN human rights experts today denounced Israel for abusing counter-terrorism laws to target 

and silence human rights defenders, after an Israeli court found Gaza aid worker, Mohammed el-

Halabi, guilty of financing terrorism. 

The conviction of the former programme director of World Vision’s Gaza office was a clear 

violation of Israel’s obligation to respect the right to a fair trial and due process, as well as its 

obligation as an Occupying Power under international humanitarian law, the experts said. 

“Mr. el-Halabi’s trial demonstrated a serious disregard for fair trial guarantees, including the 

extensive use of secret evidence against him, restricted communication with his lawyer, inadequate 

time and obstacles posed for the preparation of his defence and the failure to try him without undue 

delay,” they said. 

“Convicting a humanitarian aid worker in serious violation of the right to a fair trial and on 

baseless charges of ‘terrorism’ is further evidence of Israel’s egregious misuse of counter-terrorism 

measures to suppress voices of human rights defenders.” 

On 15 June 2022, Israel’s Beersheba District Court convicted Mr. el-Halabi on 13 charges of 

terrorism, including membership of a terrorist organisation and diverting humanitarian funds to 

finance terrorist activities. 

Mr. el-Halabi was arrested in 2016 by Israel’s Shin Bet security service after being accused of 

diverting millions of dollars in humanitarian funds to armed groups in Gaza. He was detained on 

the charges for six years. 

“During his detention, he was reportedly subject to ill-treatment, solitary confinement, duress 

and coercion to provide a confession, all of which may amount to torture,” the experts said. “Mr. 

el-Halabi has consistently maintained his innocence. An independent audit carried out on World 

Vision found no evidence of diversion of funds,” they said. 

According to the experts, Mr. el-Halabi was subject to extreme pressure to confess and accept 

a plea bargain during his prolonged detention. “A confession extracted from Mr. el-Halabi under 

the threat of physical violence flagrantly deviates from international human rights standards and 

should have been inadmissible as evidence,” the UN experts said. 

Mr. el-Halabi is only one of 4,700 Palestinians held in Israeli prisons. His case appears 

emblematic of a trend in which human rights defenders and humanitarian workers are detained by 

Israeli authorities for prolonged periods and subjected to different forms of pressure to admit guilt 

in the absence of compelling evidence, as an attempt to curtail their human rights and humanitarian 

work. Earlier this year, the UN Human Rights Committee expressed concern over “the widespread 

https://www.un.org/unispal/document/un-human-rights-experts-condemn-israels-arbitrary-detention-and-conviction-of-palestinian-aid-worker-press-release/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/human-rights-committees-concluding-observations-on-fifth-periodic-report-of-israel-ccpr-c-isr-co-5-advance-unedited-version/
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practice of arbitrary arrest and detention of Palestinians, including journalists, human rights 

defenders and children” in Israel. 

“This practice of arbitrary arrest and detention is part and parcel of the protracted military 

occupation, which subjugates Palestinians to oppression and strips them of any sense of human 

rights and dignity,” said the experts. 

The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention has also stated that under certain circumstances, 

widespread or systematic imprisonment or other severe deprivation of liberty in violation of 

international law may constitute crimes against humanity. 

“These cases of arbitrary arrest and detention of Palestinians in Israel, including that of Mr. el-

Halabi, warrant a prompt, independent, impartial, effective, thorough and transparent 

investigation,” the UN experts said. “We call for Mr. el-Halabi’s conviction to be promptly, 

independently, impartially and thoroughly reviewed on appeal through proceedings that respect 

and protect his fair trial guarantees. We also call for his immediate release on bail, pending appeal.” 

The experts have previously raised concerns with the Government of Israel regarding Mr. 

El--Halabi’s case. The Israel authorities have not responded. 

 

VI. UN HUMANITARIAN COORDINATOR a.i. EXPRESSES CONCERN 

OVER THREAT OF DEMOLITIONS IN MASAFER YATTA  

On 23 June, Yvonne Helle, Humanitarian Coordinator ad interim for the Occupied Palestinian 

Territory, issued a statement reproduced below. 

Pressure on the communities of Masafer Yatta in the West Bank to leave their homes has been 

mounting since 4 May 2022, when the Israeli High Court of Justice sanctioned their planned 

expulsion to make way for military training. 

“Over the past weeks, dozens of people have had their homes demolished in Khirbet Al Fakhiet 

and Mirkez, in some cases for the third time in less than a year,” said Yvonne Helle, the 

Humanitarian Coordinator, a.i. “In Khirbet at Tabban and Khallet Athaba’, new demolition orders 

have been issued in the past two weeks. Most recently, a military exercise was launched close to 

residential areas. They are frightened.” 

Masafer Yatta is home to 1,144 people, including 569 children. In addition to the immediate 

impact of any demolitions on lives and livelihoods, these measures could amount to human rights 

violations including forced evictions, exposing people to the risk of forcible transfer, a grave 

breach of the Fourth Geneva Convention. 

“The demolitions, military activities and other increasingly coercive measures in Masafer 

Yatta should be halted and the residents allowed to remain in their homes in safety and dignity,” 

said Helle. “The humanitarian community stands ready to provide assistance to the people of 

Masafer Yatta. But ultimately, the authorities must fulfill their obligations to protect them in 

accordance with international law.” 

 

https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25605
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/masafer-yatta-palestinians-at-increased-risk-since-court-ruling-humanitarian-coordinator-statement/
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/whole-community-risk-displacement-masafer-yatta


12 
 

VII. DONORS PLEDGE US$160 MILLION FOR UNRWA 

On 23 June, the Ad Hoc Committee of the General Assembly for the Announcement of 

Voluntary Contributions to UNRWA was held in New York. Secretary-General António Guterres 

delivered a message calling on donors to support the agency. UNRWA Commissioner-General 

Philippe Lazzarini also delivered opening remarks. On 24 June, UNRWA issued a press release 

on the conference’s outcome reproduced below. 

Yesterday, the international community demonstrated its firm commitment to Palestine 

refugees and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 

(UNRWA) by providing additional political and financial backing at a Pledging Conference held 

at the United Nations General Assembly in the presence of the Secretary-General. 

Member states collectively confirmed US $160 million in pledges to support the health, 

education, social protection and other essential services that UNRWA delivers in the West Bank, 

including East Jerusalem, Gaza, Syria, Lebanon and Jordan. The funds also cover some emergency 

response programmes, namely food and cash assistance in the occupied Palestinian territory and 

Syria. 

With the confirmed contributions and those that are forecast over the summer, UNRWA 

expects a shortfall of over US$100 million on its core budget. The Agency will continue its 

immense efforts to mobilize the funds it needs to keep essential services running until the end of 

the year. 

The conference brought together dozens of nations to address the Agency’s funding gap, which 

remains substantial despite the pledges announced. Years of underfunding leave the Agency’s 

financial reserves depleted and have started to affect the quality of services because of 

longstanding cost control and austerity measures. 

“Investing in UNRWA means investing in stability for the region,” said the UN Secretary-

General Antonio Guterres. “It means investing in the future through education of children and 

youth, girls and boys, young women and men. And it means honouring the commitment of the 

international community to Palestine refugees and their rights until a just and durable political 

solution is found.” 

Cascading global crises are undermining the ability of millions of Palestine refugees to meet 

even simple, day-to-day needs. The situation of Palestine refugees is especially acute in Gaza, 

Syria and Lebanon, with poverty rates reaching 80 per cent and soaring inflation and food prices. 

“The amounts pledged today will go straight to fund education, health and social protection 

services to Palestine refugees,” said UNRWA Commissioner-General Phillippe Lazzarini. “They 

will also be used to purchase food and deliver cash assistance to the most vulnerable Palestine 

refugees. But even with today’s contributions, it will be very challenging to reconcile the 

requirements of the mandate, the immense hardships of Palestine refugees and the funding 

shortage that remains. I truly hope that today’s pledges will encourage other partners to step up 

and provide additional crucial assistance.” 

https://www.un.org/unispal/document/calling-on-donors-to-put-palestine-refugee-agency-on-durable-financial-footing-secretary-general-says-continued-support-crucial-amid-multiple-global-crises-press-release-sg-sm-21347/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/commissioner-general-opening-remarks-at-unrwa-pledging-conference/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/international-community-strongly-supports-unrwa-at-annual-pledging-conference-press-release/
https://www.unrwa.org/
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UNRWA, which often operates amidst political and humanitarian crises, is widely considered 

a pioneer in refugee service delivery and is arguably the UN’s most efficient organization. The 

Agency has continually adapted across all fields of its operations overcoming challenges in recent 

years, including expanding e-health access and telemedicine, launching a digital learning platform, 

strengthening is zero-tolerance approach towards sexual exploitation and abuse, and developing 

policies and practices for gender parity and equality across the Agency. 

 

VIII. ESCWA PUBLISHES REPORT ON THE ECONOMIC IMPACT 

OF ISRAELI POLICIES AND PRACTICES IN THE OPT 

On 24 June, the Economic and Social Commission for West Asia published a report titled 

“Palestine Under Occupation III: Mapping Israel’s Policies and Practices and their Economic 

Repercussions in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.” The report’s executive summary is 

reproduced below. 

Since 1967, Israel’s policies and practices in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (oPt) have 

been blighting Palestinian society, economy, and environment. They are at the core of Israel’s 

overarching strategy of fragmentating the Palestinian people, to maintain domination over them 

and prevent and pre-empt any challenge to the “Jewish character” of the State of Israel. In 

maintaining a military occupation and preventing establishment of a viable Palestinian state in line 

with international law, these policies and practices and their repercussions flagrantly negate 

equality in rights between Israelis and Palestinians. This study shows in some detail that they 

constitute a matrix of control and domination:  

Controlling the land. Administrative, political, and physical fragmentation of the oPt has been 

instrumental in entrenching Israeli control over Palestinian land and resources: the West Bank is 

divided into three areas A, B and C; East Jerusalem is totally segregated from the rest of the oPt; 

and the Gaza Strip is blockaded and isolated from the West Bank. Measures used by Israel for 

acquisition and direct control of land include formal annexation, declaration of land as state land, 

closure of large areas as military zones, seizure of “absentee property”, confiscation for ostensible 

public needs, and declaration of privately owned land as unregistered public land. In addition, 

Israel controls and exclusively exploits the natural resources, including water aquifers and springs, 

the Dead Sea and its minerals, and the maritime areas of Gaza, while denying the Palestinians the 

possibility of exploiting the Gaza gas field and restricting the fishery area off Gaza. Meanwhile, 

Israeli settlements in the West Bank serve as a means for controlling resources, limiting movement, 

and stunting Palestinian development.  

Dominating the people. To maintain dominance over the Palestinians under its occupation, 

Israel employs a two-fold approach: demographic control and suppression of all forms of 

resistance. Israel’s control of the population registry allows it to impose demographic 

fragmentation and control, using various residency-status regulations. This is coupled with 

imposing restrictions on movement between the oPt and Israel and within the oPt. A clear 

manifestation in this respect is the revocation of residency status of Palestinian residents of East 

Jerusalem, which amounts to de facto expulsion, while in the rest of the West Bank, Israel’s strict 

permit regime for Palestinian movement, residency, and construction is compounded by violence 

and intimidation and has created a coercive environment that seeks to displace the population in 

https://www.un.org/unispal/document/palestine-under-occupation-iii-mapping-israels-policies-and-practices-and-their-economic-repercussions-in-opt-escwa-report/
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area C of the West Bank. Moreover, Israel suppresses all forms of Palestinian resistance to its 

policies, practices and the occupation in general, including by disproportionate use of force, 

typified by recurrent military assaults on the Gaza strip; military orders controlling the life of the 

Palestinians in the West Bank; several forms of collective punishment; excessive and arbitrary 

arrests, detention and imprisonment that amount to institutionalized ill treatment and torture. Thus, 

the system of domination over the Palestinian people comprises demographic fragmentation, 

subjugation, suppression, and control of everyday life.  

These sets of policies compliment and interact with each other to form a matrix of control and 

domination.  

Stunted economic development is an expected result of the Israeli policies of control of the 

land and domination over the people. Furthermore, Israel pursues de-development of the oPt and 

evisceration of its economy, through a web of measures, including wilful destruction of means of 

production, chiefly in the Gaza Strip; an imposed customs union; a restrictive system of business 

permits in area C of the Wet Bank; constraints on use of natural resources; restrictions on 

importation of goods through almost arbitrary dual-use lists; curbs on banking and financial 

operations; and impediments to access to foreign markets.  

After 1967, Israel’s strategy regarding the Palestinian economy was based on subordination 

and partial integration of Palestinian markets through free movement of people and goods between 

Israel and the oPt and allowing Palestinian labour flows into the Israeli economy. While integration 

of labour increased income inflows during the period 1967-1973, it weakened Palestinian 

productive sectors. In the late 1980s, Israel adopted a different strategy, one of movement 

restrictions and segregation of the Palestinian economy, which has led to de-development through 

extensive allocation of resources for settlements, notably after Oslo Accords.  

The study has mapped Israeli policies, practices, and their eviscerating economic repercussions 

in an input-output matrix, showing how Israeli policies hinder productivity of each sector of the 

economy and prevent expansion of economic activities.  De-development of the productive 

capacity has led to contraction of agriculture and manufacturing, with the share of agriculture in 

GDP decreasing from 33.2 per cent in 1972 to 8.1 per cent in 2019, and that of mining, quarrying 

and manufacturing languishing at less than 15 per cent. The de-development process and the 

deteriorating living conditions of the Palestinians have increased their need to work in Israel and 

to rely on commodities supplied through Israeli markets. Indeed, Israel, through the matrix of 

control and domination has eviscerated the Palestinian economy, locked it into a dependency 

relation, and subjugated it to Israeli diktat.  

Based on mapping Israeli policies and practices and their economic repercussions, the study 

suggests three sets of policy options for the Palestinian Authority and the international community 

to mitigate the impact of Israeli occupation on the Palestinian economy. These policy options are 

classified according to their targets: improve access of Palestinians to their resources and 

infrastructure; reduce dependency of the Palestinian economy on Israel; and support tenacity and 

resilience of the Palestinian people in the oPt.  

However, effectiveness of any policies remains questionable while Israel continues to violate 

the rights of the Palestinians to their resources, infrastructure, and markets. Israeli strategies and 

policies towards the oPt have constituted violations of international humanitarian law and 
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international human-rights law and persist at the expense of the individual and collective rights of 

the Palestinian people. Israel has been violating the principle of inadmissibility of annexation of 

an occupied territory.  

Furthermore, it is becoming increasingly evident that it is also violating the Law of Occupation; 

namely, the principle of temporality of a belligerent occupation. Indeed, Israeli policies and 

practices, including those eviscerating the Palestinian economy, are inconsistent with the Charter 

of the United Nations and the principal concepts of international law: the right of peoples to self-

determination and the prohibition of acquiring territory by force.  

Thus, an international-law and rights-based approach to the Question of Palestine has become 

vital. Such an approach would be grounded on human rights, including the right to self-

determination, the right to development, and the right of return of Palestine refugees, while 

requiring the international community to shoulder the responsibility for imposing a rights-based 

framework by making Israel accountable, ending its impunity, and forcing it to abide by 

international law. 

 

IX. UN HUMAN RIGHTS OFFICE ANNOUNCES ITS FINDINGS REGARDING THE 

KILLING OF JOURNALIST SHIREEN ABU AKLEH 

On 24 June, the Spokesperson for High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet 

issued a statement reproduced below. 

More than six weeks after the killing of journalist Shireen Abu Akleh and injury of her 

colleague Ali Sammoudi in Jenin on 11 May 2022, it is deeply disturbing that Israeli authorities 

have not conducted a criminal investigation. 

We at the UN Human Rights Office have concluded our independent monitoring into the 

incident. All information we have gathered – including official information from the Israeli 

military and the Palestinian Attorney-General – is consistent with the finding that the shots that 

killed Abu Akleh and injured her colleague Ali Sammoudi came from Israeli Security Forces and 

not from indiscriminate firing by armed Palestinians, as initially claimed by Israeli authorities. We 

have found no information suggesting that there was activity by armed Palestinians in the 

immediate vicinity of the journalists. 

In accordance with our global human rights monitoring methodology, our Office inspected 

photo, video and audio material, visited the scene, consulted experts, reviewed official 

communications and interviewed witnesses. 

According to our findings, on 11 May 2022, soon after 06h00, seven journalists, including 

Shireen Abu Akleh, arrived at the western entrance of the Jenin refugee camp in the northern 

occupied West Bank to cover an ongoing arrest operation by Israeli Security Forces and the 

ensuing clashes. The journalists said they chose a side street for their approach to avoid the location 

of armed Palestinians inside the camp and that they proceeded slowly in order to make their 

presence visible to the Israeli forces deployed down the street. Our findings indicate that no 

warnings were issued and no shooting was taking place at that time and at that location. 

https://www.un.org/unispal/document/killing-of-journalist-in-opt-un-high-commissioner-for-human-rights-spokesperson-statement/
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At around 06h30, as four of the journalists turned into the street leading to the camp, wearing 

bulletproof helmets and flak jackets with “PRESS” markings, several single, seemingly well-

aimed bullets were fired towards them from the direction of the Israeli Security Forces. One single 

bullet injured Ali Sammoudi in the shoulder, another single bullet hit Abu Akleh in the head and 

killed her instantly. Several further single bullets were fired as an unarmed man attempted to 

approach Abu Akleh’s body and another uninjured journalist sheltering behind a tree. Shots 

continued to be fired as this individual eventually managed to carry away Abu Akleh’s body. 

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet continues to urge Israeli 

authorities to open a criminal investigation into Abu Akleh’s killing and into all other killings and 

serious injuries by Israeli forces in the West Bank and in the context of law enforcement operations 

in Gaza. Since just the beginning of the year, our Office has verified that Israeli Security Forces 

have killed 58 Palestinians in the West Bank, including 13 children. 

International human rights law requires prompt, thorough, transparent, independent and 

impartial investigation into all use of force resulting in death or serious injury. Perpetrators must 

be held to account. 

 

X. SECURITY COUNCIL CONSIDERS IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION 2334 

(2016) 

On 27 June, Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process Tor Wennesland gave a 

briefing (S/PV.9077) to the Security Council on the implementation of resolution 2334 (2016), 

which is excerpted below. The Council had before it the twenty-second quarterly report of the 

Secretary-General (S/2022/504).  

Mr. Wennesland: The Secretary-General’s report on the implementation of resolution 2334 

(2016), which Council members have already received, covers the period between 19 March and 

16 June. I will devote my briefing today to developments since the end of the reporting period and 

highlight some key observations from the report. 

Before turning to the most recent developments, I would like to express my alarm over the 

level of violence that we have witnessed in the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, 

and in Israel over the past months. 

In recent months, violence has continued at a high level, leading to scores of Palestinian and 

Israeli casualties. Since mid-March, 49 Palestinians have been killed in demonstrations, clashes, 

Israeli security operations, including in Area A, attacks and alleged attacks against Israelis and in 

settler-related violence. The reporting period was also marked by the most serious terrorist attacks 

inside Israel in years, in which 11 Israelis and three foreign nationals were killed. 

The firing of a rocket from Gaza towards Israel — the first since April — is also a concerning 

reminder of the fragility of the situation in the Gaza Strip. The mounting violence has been further 

fuelled and exacerbated by provocative steps and inflammatory rhetoric. 

It is crucial that all parties take immediate steps to lower tensions and reverse negative trends 

that undermine the prospects for a peaceful two-State resolution of the conflict, with a contiguous, 

https://www.un.org/unispal/document/special-coordinator-wennesland-briefs-security-council-report-on-implementation-of-security-council-resolution-2334-verbatim-record-s-pv-9077/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/22nd-quarterly-report-of-the-secretary-general-on-implementation-of-security-council-resolution-2334-s-2022-504/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/auto-insert-178173/
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independent, viable and sovereign Palestinian State. That will require not only specific actions to 

defuse crises and maintain calm, but also redoubled efforts to strengthen the Palestinian Authority 

and support a broader strategy that can ensure that collective efforts by the parties and the 

international community are geared towards establishing a two-State reality. 

In the period since 16 June, violent incidents have unfortunately continued throughout the 

occupied Palestinian territory. 

On 17 June, Israeli security forces shot and killed three Palestinians and injured six others in 

the context of an Israeli military operation and subsequent armed clashes between Israeli security 

forces and Palestinians in Jenin. In a statement, Israeli security forces said soldiers had returned 

fire towards a vehicle after armed men inside it had shot at them. The men were later claimed as 

members of Palestinian militant groups. 

On 19 June, Israeli security forces shot and killed a Palestinian man near the separation barrier 

in the West Bank city of Qalqilya. A spokesperson of the Israeli security forces said that the 

soldiers had shot at “a suspect who vandalized” the barrier. The man was reportedly trying to reach 

a worksite in Israel. 

On 21 June, an Israeli settler killed a Palestinian man, stabbing him during a scuffle that broke 

out when Israeli settlers set up tents on Palestinian-owned property near the village of Iskaka, in 

Salfit. Israeli police arrested a suspect. 

On 24 June, the Israeli security forces shot a 16-year-old Palestinian near Silwad village, near 

Ramallah, who later succumbed to his wounds. An Israel Défense Forces spokesperson said that 

he was shot during an arrest operation among a group of young people throwing stones at vehicles. 

On 25 June, Israeli settlers from Adei Ad outpost assaulted and injured two Palestinian farmers, 

one critically, and set fire to three Palestinian vehicles near Al-Mughayyir village, northeast of 

Ramallah. 

Turning to Gaza, on 18 June a rocket was fired by Palestinian militants in the Strip towards the 

Israeli city of Ashkelon. The rocket was intercepted by the Iron Dome system, causing no injuries 

or damage. In retaliation, the Israel Défense Forces struck Hamas targets in the Strip, including 

several observation posts near the Gaza perimeter, with no injuries reported. 

I will now turn to several observations concerning the implementation of the provisions of 

resolution 2334 (2016) during the reporting period. 

Israeli settlement expansion in the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, remains 

deeply troubling. Settlements constitute a flagrant violation of United Nations resolutions and 

international law. They undermine the prospect of achieving a two-State solution by systematically 

eroding the possibility of establishing a contiguous, independent, viable and sovereign Palestinian 

State. 

I call on the Government of Israel to cease the advancement of all settlement activity 

immediately. 
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The continued demolitions and seizures of Palestinian-owned structures, including 

internationally funded humanitarian projects, is also disturbing. In particular, I am deeply 

concerned by the potential implications of the Israeli High Court’s ruling on Masafer Yatta and 

the humanitarian toll on the communities in question if eviction orders are enforced. 

I call upon the Government of Israel to end the demolition and seizure of Palestinian-owned 

property, prevent the possible displacement and eviction of Palestinians, in line with its obligations 

under international humanitarian and international human rights law, and approve plans that would 

enable Palestinians in Area C and occupied East Jerusalem to build legally and address their 

development needs. 

I remain gravely concerned by the continuing violence against civilians, which exacerbates 

mistrust and undermines a peaceful resolution to the conflict. The violence must stop, and all 

perpetrators must be held accountable. 

I condemn the terrorist attacks carried out by Palestinians and Arab Israelis against civilians in 

Israel in recent months. Those attacks, the deadliest in years, can never be justified and must be 

clearly condemned by all. 

I also condemn the killings of Palestinians, including children, by the Israeli security forces, 

related in particular to incidents where they did not appear to present an imminent threat to life. I 

note that to date in 2022 15 Palestinian children have been killed in the West Bank as compared 

with nine children killed there during the same period last year. Children must not be the targets 

of violence or put in harm’s way. I reiterate that the security forces must exercise maximum 

restraint and intentionally use lethal force only when it is strictly unavoidable in order to protect 

life. 

I am appalled by the killing of journalist Shireen Abu Akleh and disturbed by the behaviour of 

some members of the Israeli security services in the context of her funeral. I reiterate the Secretary-

General’s call for an independent and transparent investigation into her killing and the need to 

ensure that those responsible are held accountable. Journalists must never be the targets of 

violence. 

I reiterate that the indiscriminate launching of rockets towards Israeli population centres is 

prohibited by international humanitarian law and must stop immediately. 

I also remain concerned by the multiple instances in which officials have used dangerous and 

hateful rhetoric that has raised tensions and sparked violence during the reporting period. 

The fragility of the political and security situation, particularly in the occupied West Bank, is 

highly concerning. The persistence of conflict drivers and the absence of political will to change 

course have empowered extremists and are eroding the perception among Palestinians and Israelis 

alike that a resolution of the conflict is achievable. 

In Gaza, the situation remains fragile, and the risk of escalation persists. Efforts by the United 

Nations and international partners to improve Palestinian lives and measures by Israel to ease 

restrictions and facilitate more economic activity, including increasing access to the Israeli labour 

market for workers from Gaza, have enabled the fragile ceasefire to continue. 
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Keeping the calm, however, is neither sufficient nor sustainable. More needs to be done to 

alleviate the humanitarian situation and enable the economy to grow, with the eventual goal of a 

full lifting of the Israeli closures, in line with resolution 1860 (2009). Only sustainable political 

solutions will relieve the pressures on the long-suffering population of Gaza. 

The Palestinian Authority’s financial crisis — compounded by the constraints of the 

occupation, the absence of serious Palestinian reforms and unclear prospects for donor support — 

requires urgent attention. In that regard, I welcome the renewed financial support from the 

European Union, which will give critical temporary relief to the Palestinian Authority. 

As commodity prices spike, humanitarian needs and costs are rising across the occupied 

Palestinian territories. The cost of some basic food items such as wheat flour has increased by 

some 20 per cent in the West Bank and more than 40 per cent in Gaza. The cost of shipping alone 

is more than 25 per cent higher than last year. To sustain current operations in the occupied 

Palestinian territories until the end of the year and offset increasing costs, the World Food 

Programme requires an additional $36 million. Facing similar constraints across the occupied 

Palestinian territories and the region, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 

Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) shortfall remains at $100 million. 

I thank all Member States that have already funded the Agency this year and those that 

confirmed additional funds at the pledging conference on UNRWA in New York last week. I 

encourage donors to provide the financial resources necessary to meet those growing costs. 

Ensuring that basic services continue and humanitarian needs are met is not only a humanitarian 

imperative but also vital to stability going forward. 

As events over recent months have demonstrated yet again, managing the conflict in perpetuity 

is not a viable option. There is no substitute for a legitimate political process that will resolve the 

core issues driving the conflict. 

I urge Israelis, Palestinians, the States of the region and the broader international community 

to take steps that will enable the parties to retake the path towards meaningful negotiated solutions 

and, ultimately, peace. 

The United Nations remains actively engaged in advancing those efforts with all relevant 

parties and is committed to supporting the efforts of Palestinians and Israelis to resolve the conflict 

and end the occupation through the achievement of a two-State solution, in line with the relevant 

United Nations resolutions, international law and bilateral agreements. 

___________ 


