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  Practical and effective measures are necessary to fulfil the 
Rights of the Palestinian People 

BADIL Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and Refugees Rights welcomes the efforts 

of the High Commissioner, Secretary General, President of the Human Rights Council and 

all bodies, committees and commissions involved in investigating, reporting and researching 

on the Question of the State of Palestine and the deplorable state of the human rights situation 

faced by the Palestinian people. 

Despite the submission of numerous reports, the adoption of dozens of resolutions, the 

investigations of various regular and special committees and commissions, and the extensive 

documentation of systemic and systematic human rights violations and multiple international 

crimes perpetuated by Israel, the human rights situation of the Palestinian people continues 

to steadily deteriorate. 

Palestinians continue to experience the coercive environment engineered by Israeli policies 

and practices of forcible transfer and displacement, particularly in east Jerusalem and Area 

C of the West Bank.1 

The military blockade on the Gaza Strip continues unabated, as does the rapidly declining 

humanitarian situation there. Reconstruction efforts, the free movement of people and 

materials into and out of the Gaza Strip and the delivery of humanitarian aid and assistance 

continue to be thwarted by Israel. 

Palestinians, regardless of their geographic location, are exposed to segregation, 

fragmentation and isolation polices implemented by Israel designed to marginalize the 

Palestinian people’s right to self-determination.2 

Despite the existence of two UN agencies created for the protection of Palestinian refugees 

and displaced persons, this population not only continues to expand but also continues to lack 

access to effective protection, including humanitarian assistance and physical and legal 

protection.3 

Israel continues to enjoy international impunity for the crimes of forcible transfer,4 

annexation,5 and policies and practices that amount to colonization and apartheid.6 

This situation has not only led to the destruction of the most basic human rights identified by 

international treaties and conventions, but also the erosion of the inalienable rights of the 

Palestinian people, namely the right of self-determination and the right of return of 

Palestinian refugees and internally displaced persons.7 

Furthermore, Palestinian civil society has been forced to divert its efforts and resources away 

from these core issues, which constitute the root causes of the conflict to the defense of 

individual human rights defenders and organizations under unfounded allegations of 

terrorism.8 

Rather than adopting additional protection measures to those individuals and organizations, 

the international community continues to adopt measures and policies that exponentially 

shrink and the already miniscule civil society space.9 

Additionally, rather than imposing sanctions to bring Israel into compliance with 

international law, states and regional bodies continue to impose policies and regulations that 

criminalize legitimate non-armed resistance, such as the Palestinian Boycott, Divestment and 

Sanctions movement (BDS) and its supporters and equates any criticism of Israel as anti-

Semitic.10 

Moreover, Israel continues to obstruct the efforts of international bodies, UN committees and 

commissions, and the special rapporteurs from fulfilling their mandates and duties by 

denying access and entry to conduct their investigations and research. The positive and 

negative duties of third party states, international and regional bodies that must be triggered 

in response to Israel’s well-documented human rights violations and international crimes and 

its failure and unwillingness to fulfill its international obligations and responsibilities remain 

elusive.11 
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Rather, member states continue to boycott Item 7 of the UNHRC regular sessions and some 

have taken measures to eliminate that agenda item as well as marginalize and de-legitimatize 

the efforts of mandated agencies, such as UNRWA.12 

The international community, whether international bodies or individual states, has yet to 

implement practical and operative measures to hold Israel accountable and ensure the human 

and inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. 

Therefore, BADIL calls on the UNHRC and its member states to fulfil their responsibilities 

by embracing both positive and negative practical measures to bring Israel into compliance 

with international law. This includes not only condemning Israel’s wrongful acts, but more 

importantly ceasing any aid and assistance, imposing a military embargo, and exerting 

economic and diplomatic sanctions in line with Chapter VII of the UN Charter to bring Israel 

into compliance with its international responsibilities. 
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