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CHAIR SUMMARY 

 

The virtual event “Supporting Human Rights Defenders in the Occupied Palestinian 

Territory:  Reality, Challenges, and Obligations” took place on 7 December 2021, under the 

auspices of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People 

(CEIRPP). The event was chaired by H.E. Ambassador Mohamad Hasrin Aidid, Member of 

the Committee and Permanent Representative of Malaysia to the United Nations. 

 

The Forum consisted of an opening session – with remarks by H.E. Ambassador 

Aidid and H.E. Ambassador Riyad Mansour, Permanent Observer of the State of Palestine – 

and a panel discussion including Wesam Ahmad, Director of the Centre for Applied 

International Law at Al-Haq; Saleh Hijazi, Head of the Jerusalem Office for Israel and 

Palestine and Deputy Regional Director of the Middle East and North Africa at Amnesty 

International; Michael Sfard, an Israeli human rights lawyer; and Omar Shakir, Israel and 

Palestine Director at Human Rights Watch.  

 

In his opening remarks, Amb. Aidid expressed the Committee’s deep concern about 

Israel’s decision on 22 October to designate six Palestinian human rights and humanitarian 

civil society organizations as “terrorist organizations”. The present event aimed to shed light 

on the implications of Israel’s decision for the work of civil society organizations and human 

rights defenders in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and to underline the international 

community’s role and responsibilities in the context of prevailing challenges and shrinking 

space of Palestinian human rights defenders. He further affirmed Malaysia’s commitment to 

the issue and its condemnation of Israel’s actions. 

 

Amb. Mansour stressed the importance of giving those six Palestinian human rights 

organizations who are working to defend the human rights of the Palestinians the necessary 

space to do their commendable work and of supporting not only them but all civil society 

organizations operating in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and in Israel to protect human 

rights and promote justice and peace.  
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In the panel discussion, Mr. Ahmad noted that the recent Israeli designation of 

Palestinian civil society organizations as “terrorist organizations” had not come as a surprise, 

as for years Israel has been trying to undermine their efforts. He also informed that these 

organizations have recently developed a more proactive approach to advocate for the 

enforcement of international law by pressuring the international community’s political will to 

enhance accountability for Israel’s violations and that the extent to which Israel will apply its 

tactics will depend on the international community’s actions. The best way to respond to 

attempts to silence the messenger, Mr Ahmad noted, is to amplify and implement the 

message and that requires serious measures of accountability for Israel’s violations of 

international law and the human rights of the Palestinian people.  

 

Mr. Hijazi highlighted the term “shrinking space” used to describe Israel’s policies 

toward Palestinian civil society organizations – policies that restrict and punish those who 

aim to expose Israel’s systematic human rights violations and advocate for Israel to be held 

accountable. Mr. Shakir spoke of Israel’s “frontal assault on the international human rights 

movement” in the designation of six Palestinian human rights and humanitarian civil society 

organizations as terrorist organizations. Further he pointed out that, even in relation to the six 

civil society organizations, Israel’s ambassadors had not been summoned by other countries 

for questioning on this decision, and that a reaction was required from the international 

community commensurate with their words of indignation and condemnation of this attempt 

by Israel to silence human rights advocates.  

 

Mr. Sfard remarked that silencing organizations that are among those calling for 

investigations against it has become a strategic Israeli Government aim and stressed that 

Israel’s action was an obstruction of justice. Under Israeli law, designating a civil society 

entity as a terrorist organization is equivalent to the “death penalty”, as it invokes criminal 

powers forcing that body into isolation, and that this measure must be taken seriously because 

of the very damaging ramifications on these Palestinian civil society organizations, their 

human rights work and those they defend, including women and children. 

 

In the Question & Answer session, participants urged the United Nations to establish 

a global envoy and a body on the crimes of apartheid and persecution. They further pointed 

out that words from the international community needed to be immediately translated into 

action and that there would have to be a clear call for Israel to rescind its designation of those 

civil society organizations or face consequences. 

 

Amb. Aidid closed the event. 

 

Civil Society Recommendations: 

 

- For the international community, Member States – and particularly members of the 

European Union – that had been supporting those organizations to take concrete actions 

against Israel and to continue their support to the six CSOs. 

- For the international community to reconcile its political rhetoric and positions with its 

economic activity and relations with Israel, especially in terms of differentiation. 

- For the international community to expose Israel’s recent actions against human rights 

defenders, ensure financial support for them, and hold Israel accountable, stressing that the 

era of impunity must end and stressing the importance of the ICC investigation in this regard. 

- For the UN to (re)establish the Centre against Apartheid and prosecute Israel for the crimes 

of apartheid and persecution. 


