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Following the practice alopted in 1924 s the rasvlt of )
the constant irercese in ite weark, the Perranent laudates
Commisesion held & second sesgion in Gene&a in Cotober, prirarily ~
for the purpose of exarining the annual reports of ine wandatory
Powers which Zt had unt been &ble to deal with at its regular
Session in Juns and July.

Por exceptionel reescns whick it heg fully set forth, the
gorrigsion, while exarining five apnual reports, decided to
postpons consideratinn of those on Irag end Syrie. As regards
Syria, the Council certainly sheres the views expressed by the
Cormigssion when 1t essured the Representative of the randatery
Power that it was following evenie with the greatest interest end '
anxiety, and hoped that in the special remort which it would |
egarine 8t its extreordinary session in Februoary 1926, it would
fini & fvrll expliansftion of the cavses of the zresent trouble and .

the reredies wnich the rasndatory Povor »roposed to apply. The

corrission exwressed & strong desire for a satisfactory re-
[
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establishrent of peece- views with which, I an convinced, the
council will desire to associate itself. I realise thet the
time is lirmited, but I would esk thet the necessary reports be
placed in our hands as many deys &s po3sible before the opening

of our siarch 3e3sion,




e Briand, who wos acting Presidant of the Council last

ronth has, in eccordance with the rvles of procedure of the

llendates Corrission, forrmelly znproved of 1ts proposal to hold
an extreordinary session for this purnose 1n Pebrusry. Instead

0f meeting in Geneva:r &3 rejulred by its Constitvtion, the

Corrission desires to hold this extreordinery session in Rore.

In view of the exceptional circurstances of the prescent case I

oresure thut the Council will &pprove the proposel on the

understanding that it cannot be considered to constitute a

nrecedent. , )
The reasons which led %o the ‘lecision of the Cormission j

to adjourn the exerination of the report concerning Iraq ers

of & Alfferent charecter and I =»r sure that we spwreciate its

dasira not even to anwear to influvence the Aecision of the

Courecil in resnect ¢uv the Aisvute concerning the frontiers of ,

Iraqgq— & dismute which concerns sbout a qusrter nf the territory.

AS so0o0n &s these difficuvlties heve teen reroved the Corrission

praposas to proceed without delay to the exXarinetion 95f the ¢

first renort which hes been submitted td it for thet purpose,

and it i3 a8 satisfaction %0 not=s that the British Government

»

have announced their intefsition of fecilitating the tesk of the
Corrigsion on thet occasion by arrsnging for the presence of a”
high officisl intimretely acqualnted wit! the situation on the
spo t.

I do not think thet the observations of tiie Cormission
with regerd to the reports whish they exarined csll for ruch
corrent on the part 0f the Council. Polestine and Traas jordan
heve occupiel a prest deal of the sttention of the Cormrission.
It is obviova that the task of develoning the couatry with due

recgar? to the duval nrinciples erbodied in the Handate, does not,

&t lsast for the roment, verrit of ranid develonment in the
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pntitical field, but it is a setisfaction %o note thst pefce end order

reign in the territory, tuut political seite tion had dirinisnecd,
that 2n extension qf locel self-govarurcent is sugsging the sneeiul ?
cttention of the SGOVvarnrent at the wrasont tire, and thet thers seerms % |
to ba every prosveect 0f continued incrsase in rutpal understending and
confiderce srong the various elrrent: of the population dve to the
daily contact on many retters betwsnsn individuzsls of the dAiffarent
religious grouvs.

The Corrission davoted considarshls tire to a considerction of
the Belgisn Tew of August 21s5%,1985, concerning tho edriniatration of

Juanda-TUrundi, which had given risz to adverse corraenis in certain )

querters. Its observations pn this matter £re also referred to in a |

——

snecial report which I propose to present to the Cowancil concerning
certein corrunications which have been recelved from ths jerrman end the
pelgian Governrents.

On the genersl questions conceruing which the Commigsion hes rede
proposels, I would like to rake pne or two Observations.

Cert=in 3pecific inforretion concerning the nresent siatus of so-
celled "ex-enery" proverty in mandated tsrritories is desired by the
corrission in view of its imwvorvence fror the stendpoint of & full
cornrchensgion of sconoric conditions in the territorieces. 1t scens
desirable thet th23 Council shovld comrmeni thils request to the
consideration of the mends tory Powars,

A3 referds corrants by the rendsatory Powers on wnatitions, I qudhte
reclisze that it is desirable for the satisfactory working of the ;'
Sorrission thet tha Mendstory Power should indicate with referance to,
any points of importance wit: which the Conrission may have to deal,
whether i1t agrees with the petitioners or takes some other view of the
ratter. Such an indication by evoiding erbiguity, would T belicve at
the sare timo be of advantage to the wandatory Power.

I found it necessary in the rewnort which I pressnted to the

Council on Septerber 16th last, to »oint out the serious




"4-—-

hendicap under which the Commission leboured at its sixth session
owing to the delay in the prescntation of most of the anmal

reports of the mardalory Zowers, ¢nd I regret to note from the

report on its scventh session that the situation has beoome worse
rather than better, ike Commnission has now, howsver, tekem imto
sconsideration the obscrvaticcs which were meds by the Rerresenlatives
nf certein maordatoury Powers at the Ccuncil meeting on 2eptember Lbth
last as regards reporis nct coveriug the calendur year or ocming

from & great distance, It hss accordingly suggested dates

whiloh it believes to be strictly applicsble in every instance,
meinteining, except in throe cases, the date of Mey 20th as the

time for the receipt by the Seccretsrist ¢f the senmel reports.

I trust thet in tho future tho Council may confidently expect the |
reports to errive &t the times indicated, or that if, in any case,
this should be imsossible for some exceptional rewusca, the

mandstory Power will inform the Scerctery-General for the information
of the Memdetes Commission wWoll in edvurnce.

Most of tho potitions oxamirned by the Commission ccncern
Palestine, und it is obvious thst they have been given ceareful
attention. In its obsexvetions om the c6ommmunications fror the
Executive Committee of the Palestine ared Congress, the Commissicn
expresses doubt whether it cem on the sole besis of written
documents, even with the ussistarnce of the awooredited Representative
of the mundatory Power, make &ny sdequate recommeundstion on such
complex and delicuzte subjects es wre treated in thet petition.

In a metter of this kind, as in mexry others, the Commission is,

of ecurso, acting undsr gortein limituiions, This is recogniscd
by the Couneil, which I fecl convirced Would under the circumstances
describved; only esk tke Commission to give a statemeat of the best

judgment i% could form from tho irzformation placed at its diuposal.




I beg to propose the foliowing resolutiohg:-—

"The Council of the Lozguo of Hations

"Pekos note of emmal reports on five ?
mandated territories, of the Report of '
the rormanent lendates Commission on the
work of its scventh sossion, of the obsor-
vations of the accredited Representuiive
of one of the mundutory Yowors, and of the
report presented by the oOwedish Representative,

. Generzl Cuestions.

"ig regerds thoe Commission's observations on

1. Bx-eneny progerty in mendoted territories; the

Council commends to vhe consideration of the

nendetory Fowers the request conbuined in the

report of the Commission for informetion with

regurd to the prossnt situation of the estetes ¢
which were Tormsrly the private preverty of ex—

enemy nationais, end which have been liquidated under
the Treaty of Verseilles., .

2R Petitions: tho Council decides to oull the

attontion of the mandatory Powers to the cbser~

vetions of the Commission snd the Rapporteur on [
this subjseb.

3. Dospatah of Reports; The Counell cpproves !
the dates meadioned in the report of the

Commission for the receipt by the Seoretariat of the

annuel reporius on the Jiiferent territoriecs, and

would invitoe the uttention of these Powers to the

importunce of despatching hhese documents at the

time stated.

B, Obscrveticns on Seperate Territories. )

"As rcgards the observations of the Commission
on separzte torritories, the Council

(1) desires to associate itself with the strong

desire cxwpressed by thc Commission for_a,prompt

and satisfuctory re~csteblishment of pewsd in

Syria, and approves the proposel of the Commission

to held am oxtraordinary session in Rome; |

(2) notes the reascns which led the Commission

to adjourn the cxuaminetion of tho report conzorning
Iraq and its intention to procced to the
examination of this report s soon as the existing
difficuitios heve beon romoved,;

(3) decides to furward tho observations cf the !
Commission onm the five repcrts which wore examined
by it to thoe Govermment of the mecndatory Power
~oncerncd in czch cuse, uwnd to request it to take
the roquisito wction,




Ce  bidbiensa

YAt o wde netitiens, the Covncil
apnroves the conclusions of tha Coumission,
znd inssrucets the Scere v wr-Genercl 6o
bring them o the movledze of thwie netitioner
cna o7 stor7 Power conceincd in cech
«.83,"

o



