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Maha Abdallah is an international advocacy officer at the Cairo Institute for Human Rights
Studies and formerly a senior legal researcher at Al-Haqg, focusing on business and human rights
and corporate accountability in occupied territory and conflict-affected settings; primarily the
role of corporations in the unlawful exploitation of natural resources, complicity and
involvement in human rights abuses. She was elected to the ESCR-Net (International Network
for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights) Board in 2018 and serves on the Project Advisory
Group of ESCR-Net’s Corporate Capture Project and on the Conflict and ESCR Advisory
Group. She received her LL.M. from the Irish Centre for Human Rights and B.A in Political
Science from The American University in Cairo.

Hagit Ofran works at the “Settlement Watch” project at the Israeli peace movement of “Peace
Now”. Widely recognized as one of Israel’s foremost experts on a full range of issues related to
West Bank settlements and settlement-related developments in East Jerusalem, Hagit’s work
includes traveling daily throughout the West Bank, examining aerial photos and browsing
official Israeli documents. The “Settlement Watch” project serves as a resource for Israeli
politicians, diplomats, international media organizations, and first and foremost — for the Israeli
public. She is one of “66 Israeli women you should know” of Haaretz daily: “Women breaking
barriers, defying stereotypes and wielding influence”. She lives in Jerusalem and received her
B.A. in Jewish History from Hebrew University.

Osamah Khalil is a historian and Associate Professor of US foreign relations and the modern
Middle East at Syracuse University's Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs. He is
the author of “America’s Dream Palace: Middle East Expertise and the Rise of the National
Security State” (2016) and the editor of “United States Foreign Relations with China and Iran:
Toward the Asian Century” (2019). He is currently writing a book on the history of the
Palestinian national movement. Khalil has been a frequent media commentator and contributor,
including for the Huffington Post, Los Angeles Times, The Hill, Al Akhbar, and Al Jazeera.
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