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CHAIR SUMMARY 

 

On 18 May, the Chair of the Committee on the Exercise of the Exercise of the Inalienable 

Rights of the Palestinian People (CEIRPP), at its 400th meeting, engaged in an interactive 

conversation with the Prime Minister of the State of the Palestine, Mr. Mohammed Shtayyeh, on 

Israel’s plans to annex large areas of the West Bank. An initial presentation by the Prime 

Minister was followed by comments and questions from Committee Bureau Members. Members 

and Observers of the Committee and other Member States participated virtually in the meeting, 

as did a wide audience of United Nations funds and programmes, intergovernmental and civil 

society organizations. The event was livestreamed on UN Web TV, the UN YouTube channel, 

Facebook and Twitter, reaching a viewership of nearly 15,000. 

 

At the opening, the Chair of the Committee, Ambassador Cheikh Niang (Senegal), 

noted that as the world’s attention turned to preventing loss of life and limiting the spread of the 

Covid-19 pandemic, Israel, the occupying Power, continued to entrench the occupation and 

declared its intention to annex, as early as in July 2020, large areas of the Occupied Palestinian 

Territory.  These measures, if implemented, would be in grave breach of international law, and 

violate the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people including the right to self-determination 

and independence. The Chair recalled that on 5 May, the Committee had issued a statement 

affirming that Israel’s annexation plans posed a threat to the two-State solution based on the pre-

1967 borders and calling on the international community to take urgent action to counter 

annexation. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 17 May statement to his newly sworn-in 

government, that Israel would seek swift approval for the annexation of West Bank settlements, 

had generated an additional sense of urgency for action.  

At the outset, Ambassador Riyad Mansour (State of Palestine) thanked the Committee 

for organizing the event and the Prime Minister for his availability to participate from Ramallah 

in the interactive meeting, allowing the Committee to have a direct exchange on the latest 



 

2 
 

developments. He appreciated the Committee’s engagement over the years and its work 

advocating for the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people.  

 

In his remarks, Prime Minister Shtayyeh provided an update on recent developments 

and outlined the steps the Palestinian Government was taking to counter annexation and salvage 

the two-State solution. He also updated the meeting on the impact of COVID-19 in the State of 

Palestine. Lastly, he outlined options for Member States to counter the threat of annexation.  

 

The Prime Minister referred to Israel’s “systematic strategy to destroy the pillars of the 

Palestinian State” through the annexation of East Jerusalem and the Jordan Valley, the use of 

Area C, which constitutes 62 per cent of the West Bank, as a “geographic reservoir” for the 

expansion of illegal Jewish settlements, as well as the continuation of the Gaza blockade.  

He further elaborated on “four wars” waged against Palestine by which that strategy had 

been implemented: financial, geographic, demographic and narrative. Israel had violated the 

economic agreements with Palestine and exerted financial control via withholding of tax 

revenues, keeping Palestine in constant need of financial assistance, including through the lack 

of access to its natural resources, an annual loss of US$ 4.3 billion according to the World Bank. 

Israel has further shrunk the territory of the State of Palestine by preventing it to control its 

borders and airports, through land expropriations, confiscations, and annexation. 

Demographically, Israel had been pushing Palestinians out of East Jerusalem and the Area C and 

allowed the expansion of illegal Jewish settlements. Finally, the “falsification” of the 

Palestinians’ narrative and history, including through attacks on its religious heritage and the   

Al-Aqsa mosque, went to the heart of eliminating Palestinians’ rights and links to their occupied 

territory. The Prime Minister reiterated that the conflict was not about narratives nor religion but 

about political rights, self-determination and the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. 

The Prime Minister underscored that Israel had violated several agreements, especially 

the Oslo Accords, which called for the Palestinian zone of jurisdiction to be gradually enlarged 

until 4 May 1999, when the Palestinian Authority (PA) was to take full control over the entire 

Palestinian Territory. According to the Oslo Accords, he added, the “Palestinian Interim Self-

Governing Authority” was by definition temporary and it should have been replaced by 

Palestinian institutions governing the nascent State of Palestine.  

As of late, the US Peace Plan had emboldened Israel, by signaling to Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu a green light to annex more than 35 per cent of the Occupied Palestinian 

Territory. This had been preceded by the move of the US embassy to Jerusalem, on 17 December 

2018, and the de-funding of UNRWA. In fact, the discourse in Israel was not whether to annex - 

but rather “what” to annex.  

The Prime Minister called upon the UN and the international community to make their 

economic and political weight felt and save the internationally supported two-State solution, by 

taking four concrete steps:  imposing sanctions on Israel, as the European Union was 

considering; upholding international law and holding Israel accountable; recognizing the State of 

Palestine within the 1967 borders; and convening an international conference by the "Quartet 

Plus" (including Arab countries, China and other partners); and continuing to support UNRWA. 
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Turning to the impact of Covid-19 pandemic in the State of Palestine, the Prime Minister 

informed that so far there have been 107 cases (61 in East Jerusalem, 6 in Gaza, and 40 in the 

rest of the Occupied Palestinian Territory) and 2 deaths. Palestine was the first country that 

imposed serious measures with limited means: it closed schools, universities, mosques and 

churches, imposed movement restrictions and it converted hotels into hospitals. The Palestinian 

Authority sent medical teams to East Jerusalem, medical supplies to Gaza and it increased its 

testing capacity from 300 to 6,000 a day. The Prime Minister expressed gratitude to the countries 

that gave medical assistance: China, Egypt, the European Union, Kuwait, Qatar, South Africa, 

and Turkey. He noted the socio-economic repercussions of Covid-19 pandemic: an increase in 

violence against women (by 47 per cent) and children. To face the economic impact of the 

pandemic, the Palestinian Government established a special fund of US$ 5 million for the 

recovery plan and intended to provide loans at 1.5 per cent rate to SMEs and the tourism 

industry. 

During the interactive segment, Bureau Members reaffirmed their unwavering support 

for the Palestinian people and solidarity with their just cause. Responding to their questions 

about what the UN and the CEIRPP could do to better support Palestine in this time of crisis, the 

Prime Minister responded that political statements were no longer enough, and that Palestine 

needed stronger measures, such as sanctions against Israel. 

During the Q&A session, which included questions from civil society, academics and 

media from throughout the world, the Prime Minister touched upon a wide range of issues. On 

holding of elections, as announced by President Mahmoud Abbas at the UN General Assembly 

on 26 September 2019, the main obstacle remained Israel’s preventing Palestinians in East 

Jerusalem to vote. The Prime Minister also spoke about concrete steps to advance reconciliation 

among Palestinian factions with Egypt’s help, and about the fact that Palestinians were living in 

"one-State-reality". In reference to recent attacks by Israel on the International Criminal Court, 

he asked the international community to defend its international mechanisms. Politicizing the 

International Criminal Court was a diversion attempt to avoid accountability.  He also referred to 

the need to implement UN resolutions protecting Palestinians under occupation, with the 

engagement of the UN Secretary-General. In conclusion, the Prime Minister announced that on 

Tuesday, 19 May a meeting of the Palestinian Authority leadership would discuss the 

implementation of existing resolutions to stop annexation. 

The virtual Event was closed by the Chair. 

 

********** 

 

***Note: This Summary attempts to provide an overall picture of the deliberations of the Committee 

meeting. A video of the event can be found on the webpage of the CEIRPP, www.un.unispal.org as well as 

in its official Facebook page and YouTube channel.  


