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Evolution of the context and crisis
A protracted protection crisis continues in oPt, largely 
attributable to the ongoing occupation, the blockade on 
the Gaza Strip, and continued violations of interna-
tional law. These factors, and the internal Palestinian 
divide, will continue to drive vulnerability and humani-
tarian need in oPt in 2020.

The situation in Gaza remains extremely fragile. 
The ongoing blockade, combined with intermittent 
outbreaks of hostilities, impact all aspects of civilian 
life. In 2019, regular flare-ups of hostilities resulted in 
casualties and damage to homes and infrastructure, 
while threatening to ignite a wider confrontation. 
The weekly “Great March of Return” demonstrations 
continue to raise tensions and result in high levels of 
casualties. Despite some improvement in the economy 
in 2019, unemployment has risen to almost 47 per cent. 
Nearly half the population lives below the poverty line 
of $5.50 per day and an estimated 62 per cent of house-
holds are food insecure. Access to essential services, 
including health care, remains insufficient, although 
improvements in the electricity supply were observed.

The humanitarian situation in the West Bank is less 
acute, but remains of concern. Settlement expansion 
and related violence, and the loss of land and natural 
resources, impede access to essential services and 
livelihoods for Palestinians. In 2019, there was an 
increase in the number of demolitions and seizures of 
Palestinian-owned structures, resulting in the forced 
displacement of Palestinian families. Economic growth 
is expected to slow, reaching a five-year low, and 
unemployment remains high.

The deterioration in the humanitarian situation 
throughout oPt is exacerbated by significant shortfalls 
in funding for humanitarian organizations. Following 
the complete suspension of support from its largest 
donor, the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) faces momen-
tous challenges. Funding shortfalls are aggravated 
by increased restrictions on operational space, which 
undermine the humanitarian community’s ability to 
respond to growing needs.

Projected situation in 2020 and beyond
The political situation and other main drivers of 
humanitarian needs are likely to remain largely 
unchanged in 2020. Despite a recent solution to the 
Palestinian Authority’s fiscal crisis, sustained funding 
to address longer-term structural problems is unlikely 
to materialize. In the absence of investment, there may 
be further unravelling of the social fabric in Gaza, with 
coping mechanisms becoming increasingly strained, 
deepening the vulnerability of the population, particu-
larly women and children.

In the West Bank, policies and practices affecting 
Area C, East Jerusalem and the Israeli-controlled 
part of Hebron city are expected to continue, placing 
Palestinians at risk of forcible transfer and leading to 
erosion of livelihoods. Economic development will 
remain hampered by the occupation and limitations on 
Palestinian access to land and natural resources, and 
by a multilayered system of administrative, bureau-
cratic and physical constraints, including the Barrier. In 
addition to political challenges and funding shortfalls, 
humanitarian organizations will face an increasingly 
difficult operational context, resulting in shrinking 
humanitarian space and more limited ability to provide 
aid to Palestinians throughout oPt.

Response priorities in 2020 
An estimated 2.4 million people in oPt will require 
humanitarian assistance. In the final year of the 
2018–2020 multi-year humanitarian response strategy, 
humanitarian partners will aim to assist 1.5 million 
people with a financial requirement of $348 million. 
Their needs will be addressed through multisector 
efforts that aim to protect the rights of Palestinians 
living under occupation, provide access to essential 
services for the most vulnerable, and support the 
ability of Palestinians to cope with the effects of the 
crisis, while more sustainable solutions are sought. The 
2020 HRP will maintain the centrality of protection at 
all levels of humanitarian action, as a shared system-
wide responsibility.

2020

2020

2020

2015

2015

2016

REQUIREMENTS (US$)

PEOPLE IN NEED

PEOPLE TARGETED

$ 348.0 M

2.4 M

1.5 M


