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Demolition of a residence in Beit Hanina (East Jerusalem), 
displacing 11 people, including 5 children. Photo by OCHA. 
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• An almost two year high in demolitions 
and seizures during November.
 
• 12 donated structures demolished or 
seized and nine others placed at risk. 

• Large demolition incident in Shu’fat 
Refugee Camp carried out by the 
Jerusalem municipality. 

In November, 60 Palestinian-owned structures were demolished or seized by the 
Israeli authorities in Area C and East Jerusalem, displacing 35 people and 
otherwise a�ecting over 670 others. This is the highest number of structures 
targeted in a single month in almost two years (last higher �gure in January 
2017). All the demolitions and seizures were carried out on grounds of lack of 
Israeli-issued building permits, which are almost impossible to obtain.

This month’s increase was driven by demolitions in East Jerusalem, where 34 
structures were targeted. The largest incident took place on 21 November in the 
Shu’fat refugee camp, where the Jerusalem Municipality demolished 16 shops 
and three fuel stations, a�ecting the livelihood of 30 families. The demolitions 
were reportedly carried out in order to upgrade a main road between the camp 
and Anata village. Another two structures (animal barracks), funded by the EU 
and its Member States in response to a previous demolition, were demolished by 
the Israeli Ministry of Interior in the outskirts of Qalandiya village. Both areas are 
located within the Jerusalem municipal boundaries, on the ‘West Bank side’ of 
the Barrier, where the municipality has largely refrained from providing 
infrastructure or services. However, since the start of 2018, demolitions in such 
areas have been on the rise, accounting for 37 per cent of all structures targeted 
in East Jerusalem, compared to 19 per cent in 2017, 12 per cent in 2016, and 1 per 
cent in 2015. 

Albeit to a lesser extent, demolitions in Area C also increased during November 
compared to the monthly average in the previous ten months (26 vs. 21 
structures). In the herding community of Al Hadidiya in the northern Jordan 
Valley, Israeli forces dismantled and seized eight structures (barracks and tents), 
of which �ve were funded by the EU and its Members States, all provided in 
response to a previous demolition in October. In the nearby herding community 
of Ibziq, the authorities seized a tent used as a classroom, which was provided by 
the Palestinian Authority following the previous month’s demolition of two EU 
funded structures used by the local school. In Dhaher el Malih (Jenin), another 
Area C herding community located in the closed area between the West Bank 
Barrier and the Green Line, Israeli forces removed a fence surrounding a 
graveyard, claiming lack of a building permit. 
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ANNEX I: WEST BANK DEMOLITIONS / SEIZURES / SEALINGS – NOVEMBER 2018

Structures 
demolished

People displaced* People Affected**

All Children All Children
East Jerusalem 34 22 12 241 131

Area C 26 13 3 437 331

TOTAL 60 35 15 678 462

* Includes all people who had a structure used as their habitual place of residence demolished.
** Includes all people who had any of their property, other than their residence, demolished. Displaced and affected are mutually exclusive categories, 
i.e. people counted under the former are not included in the latter.
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Overall, 12 donated structures were demolished or seized during November and another nine received demolition 
or stop-work orders. This brings the number of donated structures targeted since the beginning of the year to 54. On 
a monthly average this constitutes a 43 per cent decline compared to equivalent number of donated structures 
targeted in 2017.
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ANNEX II: DEMOLITION/SEIZURE OF DONOR-FUNDED STRUCTURES – NOVEMBER 2018
Date Community Governorate Type of structure Number of 

structures
Type of incident Estimated cost 

in Euros

5 Nov Al Hadidiya Tubas 2 residential sheds, 1 livelihood 
metal shed, and 4 tents

7 Seizure 9,680

5 Nov Suba Hebron 1 agricultural storage metal structure 1 Demolition 1,911

8 Nov Ibziq Tubas 1 school tent 1 Demolition -

19 Nov Bardala Tubas 1 residential caravan 1 Seizure 7,542

19 Nov Qalandiya village Jerusalem
(East Jerusalem)

1 residential caravan, 
1 livelihood shed 
(2 water tanks damaged)

2 Demolition 8,564

Total 12 27,697
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ANNEX III: DEMOLITION OR STOP-WORK ORDERS AFFECTING DONOR-FUNDED STRUCTURES 
– NOVEMBER 2018

Date Community Governorate Type of structure Number of 
structures

Type of 
incident

Estimated cost 
in Euros

5 NOV  UMM FAGARAH  HEBRON  4 RESIDENTIAL SHELTERS   4 DO 9,606

5 NOV  KHALLET AD DHAB’A  HEBRON  PRE-INSULATED ROOF AND   - SWO 3,763
       SANITARY UNIT FOR A SCHOOL 

11 NOV  WADI AS SEEQ  RAMALLAH 8 TENT COVERS   - SWO 5,976

12 NOV  QAWAWIS   HEBRON  1 RESIDENTIAL SHELTER  1 SWO 4,650

13 NOV  KHIRBET AL FAKHIET  HEBRON  1 AGRICULTURAL STORAGE   1 SWO 2,172
       METAL STRUCTURE 

13 NOV  HALAWEH   HEBRON  1 RESIDENTIAL CARAVAN  1 DO 4,200

14 NOV  UMM FAGARAH  HEBRON  1 RESIDENTIAL CARAVAN  1 SWO 7,468

23 NOV  BIRIN   HEBRON  1 ANIMAL SHELTER    1 SWO 1,825
       (INC. WATER TANK) 

TOTAL           9  39,660


