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OVERVIEW
In August, a total of 25 Palestinian-owned structures were demolished or seized and 
14 people displaced, compared to monthly averages of 36 structures and 39 people, 
respectively, recorded in the past seven months. As of 31 August, 277 structures 
had been demolished or seized and 287 people displaced, marking a 14 and 43 per 
cent decline, respectively, compared to the equivalent figures in 2017. All but one of 
the structures demolished this month were due to the lack of Israeli-issued permits, 
which are nearly impossible to obtain.

Fourteen (14) structures were targeted during August in Area C, well below the 
monthly average of structures demolished or seized in the past seven months (20). 
The largest incident took place in Barta’a ash Sharqiya (Jenin), a village separated from 
the rest of the West Bank by the Barrier, where the Israeli authorities demolished six 
livelihood-related structures and an electricity network, affecting 34 people. 

In Al Khader village (Bethlehem), an agricultural storage structure funded by the 
EU and provided as humanitarian assistance in response to a previous demolition, 
was seized on grounds of lack of permit, bringing the total number of donor-funded 
structures demolished or seized so far this year to 30. 

In the herding community of Qawawis, in the Masafer Yatta area of southern 
Hebron, the Israeli authorities seized EU-funded construction materials, provided 
for the building of residential shelters, and served six structures (including four 
homes) with stop-work orders. In the same area, the Israeli authorities seized an 
EU-funded four-by-four vehicle, provided by Italy, serving to transport the staff 
and equipment of a mobile health operating in the Isfey al Fauqa community (not 
counted as a structure); as a result, the clinic was forced to halt services and direct 
patients to clinics in Yatta town. In recent weeks, humanitarian staff working in 
the Masafer Yatta area have experienced heightened access restrictions. The area 
has been designated in the 1970s as a firing zone for Israeli military training, and 
its 1,300 residents face a coercive environment placing them at risk of a forcible 
transfer.

On 5 September, the Israeli High Court of Justice rejected all petitions related 
to its 24 May ruling, which allowed the demolition of the entire Palestinian 
Bedouin community of Khan al Ahmar-Abu al Helu. An earlier injunction against 
demolitions expired on 12 September, leaving the community, which is home to 
35 families comprising 188 people, more than half of whom are children, at risk of 
mass demolition and forcible transfer. The UN, as well as the EU and its Member 
States, have previously called on the Israeli authorities to end its demolition and 
relocation plans for the community, which would run counter to its obligations 
under international law.

HIGHLIGHTS
• Decline in demolitions and 

displacement compared to the past 
months. 

• One donor-funded structure 
confiscated and six others at risk.

• Imminent demolition of Khan al 
Ahmar community. 
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Demolition of a residential building under construction in Al 
‘Isawiya in East Jerusalem on 15 August. Photo by OCHA.
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ANNEX I: WEST BANK DEMOLITIONS / SEIZURES / SEALINGS – AUGUST 2018

Structures 
demolished

People displaced* People Affected**

All Children All Children
East Jerusalem 10 0 0 52 21

Area C 14 8 6 66 39

Area B 1 6 3 0 0

TOTAL 25 14 9 118 60

* Includes all people who had a structure used as their habitual place of residence demolished.
** Includes all people who had any of their property, other than their residence, demolished. Displaced and affected are mutually exclusive categories, 
i.e. people counted under the former are not included in the latter.

24
37

53
43

55 51 46

91

35 34

57 49

92
71

92
103

62

133

55
36

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
(Jan-Aug)

2018
(Jan-Aug)

STRUCTURES TARGETED AND PEOPLE 
DISPLACED-MONTHLY AVERAGES 

Structures targeted People displaced

283
439

631 602 663 606 560

1,094

419
277

683 593

1,102

850

1,103
1,236

738

1,601

664

287

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

STRUCTURES TARGETED AND PEOPLE DISPLACED-TOTALS

Structures targeted People displaced

24
37

53
43

55 51 46

91

35 34

57 49

92
71

92
103

62

133

55
36

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
(Jan-Aug)

2018
(Jan-Aug)

STRUCTURES TARGETED AND PEOPLE 
DISPLACED-MONTHLY AVERAGES 

Structures targeted People displaced

283
439

631 602 663 606 560

1,094

419
277

683 593

1,102

850

1,103
1,236

738

1,601

664

287

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

STRUCTURES TARGETED AND PEOPLE DISPLACED-TOTALS

Structures targeted People displaced

Also in Area C, Israeli settlers demolished two residential structures in the Beit al Barakeh settlement compound, next to Al 
Arroub refugee camp (Hebron), displacing a Palestine refugee family of four who have been living in the compound for the 
past 45 years. The demolition took place despite an Israeli court injunction preventing the eviction of the family. In 2012, a 
settler organization secretly purchased the land and buildings in this compound from a Swedish Christian organization, and, 
in 2015, the area was annexed to the Gush Etzion settlement Regional Council.

Ten of the structures demolished in August were in East Jerusalem, including residential buildings under construction 
and livelihood-related structures, affecting 52 people, but resulting in no displacement. On average, 15 structures were 
demolished and 13 people displaced monthly in East Jerusalem, in the past seven months. 

Also this month, the Israeli authorities demolished a home in Kobar village (Ramallah), in Area B, on punitive grounds, 
displacing a family of six. The home belonged to the family of the 17-year-old Palestinian who, on 26 July 2018, killed an 
Israeli settler in the settlement of Adam (Jerusalem governorate), and was subsequently killed by another settler. 

Additionally, in Area B, citing Israeli environmental regulations, the Israeli authorities destroyed over ten tons of wood in a 
charcoal factory located near Ya’bad town (Jenin), affecting the livelihoods of two families. This is the third incident of this 
kind taking place in the area since 2016.
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ANNEX II: DEMOLITION/SEIZURE OF DONOR-FUNDED STRUCTURES – AUGUST 2018

ANNEX III: OTHER INCIDENTS AFFECTING DONOR-FUNDED PROJECTS – AUGUST 2018

ANNEX IV: STOP-WORK, DEMOLITION OR EVICTION ORDERS AGAINST DONOR-
FUNDED STRUCTURES – AUGUST 2018

Date Community Governorate Type of structure Number of 
structures

Type of incident Estimated cost 
in Euros

25 Aug Qawawis Hebron Construction materials 
for a residential shelter

- Seizure 1,125

19 Aug Qawawis Hebron Construction materials 
for a residential shelter

- Seizure 175

13 Aug Isfey al Fauqa Hebron Vehicle 1 Seizure -

Total 1 1,300

Date Community Governorate Type of structure Number of 
structures

Type of incident Estimated cost 
in Euros

26 Aug Qawawis Hebron Residential structure under 
construction

1 SWO  4,650

26 Aug Qawawis Hebron Residential structure 
(inhabited)

1 SWO  4,650

21 Aug Silwad Ramallah Livelihood structure & mobile 
latrine

2 SWO 1,531

19 Aug Qawawis Hebron Residential structure under 
construction

1 SWO 4,650

15 Aug Mirkez Hebron Residential shelter 1 SWO 4,375

Total 6 19,856

Date Community Governorate Type of structure Number of 
structures

Type of incident Estimated cost 
in Euros

27 Aug Al Khader Bethlehem 1 agricultural storage structure 1 Seizure 1,296

Total 1 1,296
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