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Mr. President, 

 Speaking for the first time in my capacity as Chair of the Committee on the Exercise of the 

Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, I should like, at the outset, to commend the professional 

manner in which your delegation is conducting the work of the Security Council this month and to 

welcome the holding of this public debate, which is a renewed opportunity to consider the situation in 

the Middle East, including the Palestinian question. 

 At a time when we have just marked 70 years of the Israeli-Arab war and 51 years of occupation, 

the Committee, concerned by recent developments on the ground which are impeding a just, lasting and 

peaceful solution to the Israeli-Palestinian dispute, reiterates its appeal to the Security Council, the 

guarantor of international peace and security, to ensure the implementation of its resolutions. 

 As the occupying Power, Israel has the responsibility of ensuring the protection of Palestinian 

civilians, pursuant to international law and the relevant resolutions of this Council, including resolution 

2417 (2018) on protection of civilians in armed conflict. 

 However, since the beginning of the violence of March 2018, at least 146 Palestinians have lost 

their lives in Gaza and about 15,000 have been wounded, including many children. 

 The Committee reaffirms its support for the numerous appeals made by the international 

community, including by the Secretary-General, for an independent and transparent inquiry into these 

incidents.  It also supports the Commission of Inquiry established by the Human Rights Council. 

 Furthermore, the Committee is looking forward to the report of the Secretary-General, pursuant 

to General Assembly resolution ES-10/20, on specific proposals relating to the international protection 

of the Palestinian civilian population. 

 Mr. President, 

  The civilian population of Gaza is continuing to endure indescribable suffering and deprivation.  

The additional restrictions on trade with Gaza recently introduced by the Israeli Government are 

exacerbating a situation which is already disastrous. 

 Meanwhile, the Parties have an obligation to guarantee humanitarian access and medical care 

for populations in need, pursuant to international humanitarian law. 

 While expressing our deep concern about the risks of a further military confrontation in Gaza, 

we urge the Israeli authorities to lift the blockade of Gaza and to refrain from the disproportionate use 

of force.  The Committee calls upon all Parties to the dispute to demonstrate restraint and to avoid all 

forms of violence and incitement to hatred and extremism. 

 It also calls for true reconciliation among Palestinian political actors, in order to help address 

more effectively the significant security, humanitarian and socioeconomic challenges faced by the 

civilian population, especially in Gaza. 

 Mr. President, 
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 For decades, UNRWA has been a lifesaver for millions of Palestinian refugees in the Middle East, 

providing them with education, health and humanitarian assistance, and promoting sustainable 

development. 

 However, this United Nations Agency is currently facing one of the most serious crises of its 

existence, associated with an enormous financial deficit of US$ 256 million.  This exceptional situation 

calls for an urgent mobilization of the international community in order to ensure the continuity of the 

vital services provided by UNRWA. 

 I therefore take this opportunity to renew the appeal to Member States to continue and 

strengthen support for UNRWA.  The objective, as the Secretary-General calls on us to do, is to ensure 

sufficient, predictable and sustainable resources for the Agency. 

 Mr. President,  

 Continued construction of illegal settlements, forced displacement, confiscation of land and 

demolition of homes and structures belonging to Palestinians, in violation of international law and the 

relevant resolutions of the Council, including resolution 2334 (2016), are of equally deep concern. 

 The international community cannot ignore these actions, which are imperiling the two-State 

solution. 

 The Committee therefore encourages the Secretary-General to continue to issue written reports 

on resolution 2334, particularly with regard to the status of implementation of paragraph 5, which calls 

upon Member States, in their dealings with Israel, to distinguish between the territory of the State of 

Israel and the territories occupied since 1967. 

 The Committee also hopes that the database on business enterprises involved in activities 

connected with Israeli settlements, which is currently being prepared by the Human Rights Council, will 

be completed as soon as possible. 

 In this regard, all Israeli legislation aimed at consolidating the occupation and supporting 

discrimination, including the “nation-State” law, must be denounced and repealed. 

 Mr. President, 

 Exactly one month ago, the Committee organized a Conference on Jerusalem.  On this occasion, 

the Member States and all the participants, including Israelis, reiterated the illegal nature of recent 

decisions to set up embassies in Jerusalem, and called on the international community to provide full 

support for the Palestinian population living under occupation in East Jerusalem. 

 While renewing its appeal for the resumption of negotiations on all pending issues, on the basis 

of internationally recognized terms of reference, the Committee remains convinced of the imperative 

need for the solution to this dispute, in order to be lasting, to be based on international law and the 

relevant resolutions of the United Nations. 

 Thank you. 

  

 


