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Jerusalem/Al-Quds preserves its importance and spiritual value as a city hosting the 

most sacred spaces of the three heavenly religions. It is known to be one of the most 

ancient civilizational centers on earth. Jerusalem/Al-Quds has been the home of the 

Prophets and the place where some of the most important events unfolded in the early 

phases of human history. For Muslims, Al-Quds is the first qibla and location for the 

ascent (Miraj) of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) to heavens. Al-Quds Al-Shareef, is the 

only city in the world that is accepted as sacred by the three holy books. This 

historical background has made it possible for different nations and civilizations to 

leave their religious, cultural, and architectural traces in Jerusalem/Al-Quds that have 

been transmitted to the present day. This fact makes justice, equitable and sustainable 

peace, and observation of basic principles of international law in Jerusalem/Al-Quds 

essential for the maintenance of world peace. 

  

Jerusalem/Al-Quds underwent the most difficult period of its history and suffered 

from increasingly severe destruction under Israeli occupation since 1967. Israel’s 

illegal settlement policy implemented via confiscations and appropriations of 

Palestinian properties continued as a regular process. Excavations were performed 

underneath Masjid al-Aqsa, which represents the third holiest masjid for Muslims, 

endangering its continued presence. Various restrictions were imposed on access to 

al-Aqsa for people from different faith groups. Over the course of recent decades, 

historical districts such as al-Maghariba and al-Sharaf were almost completely 

destroyed, and living conditions in Muslim quarters sharply deteriorated. Most 

recently, the US Embassy in Telaviv was moved to Jerusalem by the American 

administration, despite widespread condemnation by the Muslim world and 

international community. 

 

The plight of Al-Quds and Palestine was the founding motive of the Organisation of 

the Islamic Conference (OIC) in 1969 and resolution of this conflict remains the 

Organisation’s foremost cause. Thus, the issue also constitutes one of the priority 

areas for the Research Centre for Islamic History, Art and Culture (IRCICA), the 

cultural organ of the OIC. For almost four decades, IRCICA has conducted research, 

cultural, social, architectural and academic studies concerning the Islamic history and 

heritage of Al Quds. This heritage covers the built structures, written works, archives, 

archeological and art works and the long-standing tradition and experience of 

coexistence. Protection of this heritage is part of an effort towards justice that would 

be respectful of undeniable rights of Muslims in the region. In this endeavor, IRCICA 

has been at the forefront of international consultation and collaboration through its 

multifaceted activities. 
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These activities include research on and documentable aspects of culture and heritage 

of Jerusalem/Al-Quds based on first-hand sources. They include studies and 

publications aimed at highlighting the history of the region; record and preserve its 

cultural heritage; and help to improve the socio-economic conditions of people 

residing in the region. Another element of IRCICA activities concerning 

Jerusalem/Al-Quds is international conferences and workshops organized on various 

aspects of the historical and civilizational heritage. These meetings bring leading 

experts from the OIC Member and Observer States and from concerned UN agencies 

together.  

  

IRCICA’s very first publication in 1982 was a survey of Muslim pious foundations 

and real estates in five regions of Palestine including Jerusalem/Al-Quds. Information 

on foundations and properties of past centuries, especially those that contributed to 

public education and welfare was deciphered and processed from the Ottoman state 

registers. Another extensive study on Islamic endowments in Jerusalem (by 

Muhammad Ghosheh) was published in 2010. Since then IRCICA continued to 

collect data and prepare research reports on the subject. One of our long-term research 

projects on Jerusalem/Al-Quds consists of collecting official documents from the 

archives of the Ottoman State in Istanbul and other countries, and putting them to use 

as a historical reference work on economic and social life. Since 2016 four volumes 

were published in the context of this project, devoted to archival research relating to  

the 16th through the 19th centuries respectively. Another long-term project conducted 

by IRCICA consists of studies and editions of legal court registers of Jerusalem/Al-

Quds dating from past centuries. Through these studies we render the original sources 

on administrative, economic and social history in Jerusalem/Al-Quds accessible to all 

interested researchers. Until now our centre has published 18 volumes in this series, 

each focusing on one court register. This year we launched a new research project 

based on land and real estate registries of Palestine from the past centuries. The 

project is based on collecting and evaluating data on ownership and use of land and 

structures in various localities of Palestine. 

 

Furthermore, IRCICA’s archive of historical photographs has an elaborate section on 

Jerusalem/Al-Quds. The albums dating from the reign of Sultan Abdulhamid II from 

late 19th to early 20th century constitute a major reference source. In 2009 IRCICA 

published a selection of 468 photographs of Al-Quds in an annotated album in three 

separate editions in English, Arabic and Turkish. This album gives evidence of the 

multi-faith cultural heritage, urban structures and monuments in Jerusalem/Al-Quds. 

In 2015 a large album containing historical and present-time photographs of sites and 

monuments was published. We are also presenting these documentary sources to 

public attention by organizing exhibitions at different venues, within and outside the 

OIC member states.  

 

Alongside these scholarly projects and books, from 2006 onwards IRCICA carried 

out an architectural preservation program for ten years involving studies, training, 
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theoretical and practical work. It was conducted with the collaboration of universities 

and participation of professors and students from all over the world. It included 

annual seminars, field missions, architectural studios and project workshops 

coordinated by universities in consultation with IRCICA during each academic year. 

These involved research, planning and design for conservation of quarters, sites and 

monuments. After the first seminar held in 2005, a field mission in Jerusalem/Al-

Quds was undertaken in 2007 where a detailed report was issued concerning the urban 

fabric, the state of the buildings and living conditions. In 2008 a workshop was 

organized, again in Jerusalem/Al-Quds with the participation of 34 professors of 

architecture, together with their assistants and students. During the following years, 

research, seminars and workshops on Jerusalem/Al-Quds continued in collaboration 

with different universities. The resulting suggestions of restoration plans and 

conservation strategies were presented at annual seminars. Architectural panels were 

organized and guidelines were elaborated concerning restoration of some of the key 

structures. Reports were also published. 

 

After completion of this ten-year program in 2015, we undertook a new project which 

was launched at an expert meeting held in Istanbul in May 2016. The project, titled 

‘Atlas of al-Quds’, represents an authentic initiative to be applied at various levels 

from training of architects and urban planners to presentations at international forums, 

and addressing public opinion and academic circles. It shall be coordinated jointly 

with Palestinian authorities and universities. It aims to devise modalities and develop 

conceptual preparations in contribution to preserving the Islamic heritage of 

Jerusalem/Al-Quds and improving the Muslim urban quarters by mobilizing 

international expertise and technical collaboration. It is a purely multidisciplinary 

scientific and technical initiative. 

 

Among IRCICA activities that made a significant impact on Jerusalem (Al Quds) are 

various international conferences. IRCICA organized the international conference on 

“Preservation of Al-Quds Islamic Heritage” in Istanbul, in November 2014 with the 

participation of the Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey and the Deputy 

Prime Minister of the State of Palestine, with the contributions of international 

experts. More recently, the international conference on ‘Protecting The Cultural 

heritage of the Muslim world’ was organized by IRCICA jointly with the OIC 

General Secretariat and ISESCO in Istanbul, on 1-2 November 2017 and devoted 

special sessions to Jerusalem/Al-Quds. The Director General of ICCROM and UN 

experts on heritage also participated in this conference.  

 

IRCICA’s data and documentation work also includes sections on Jerusalem/Al-Quds 

in the context of Prince Sultan bin Salman Islamic Architectural Heritage Database 

which is sponsored by HRH Prince Sultan bin Salman of the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia and maintained by IRCICA. All tangible and intangible cultural heritage and 

the present status of Jerusalem/Al-Quds is  known through these studies as well as the 

consequences of Israeli occupation and oppressive measures for the people and the 

city. 
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Islamic history is less known and sometimes overlooked by the international public 

opinion due to the occupation. The difference in the quality of physical conditions of 

monuments in and outside Haram Al-Sharif is striking. The Muslim history of 

Jerusalem/Al-Quds shall be given emphasis by the international community and 

scholars as well. Concerning the future, what could be done to preserve the cultural 

heritage of Jerusalem and make its history understood is a subject continuously under 

consideration by IRCICA. This reflection and monitoring is done within the 

framework of OIC action programs and with the collaboration of all authorities and 

organizations that are involved in different ways and with different capacities.  

 

IRCICA, in the context of this mission emphasizes the following principles:  

- highlighting the Islamic identity and heritage of Jerusalem/Al-Quds for the 

knowledge of present and future generations, to organize activities within and outside 

the Muslim world in order to make this heritage and its historical sources known more 

deeply.  

- keeping the multi-faith history and heritage of Jerusalem/Al-Quds on the agenda of 

international cooperation platforms as a way to strengthen public consciousness on it. 

- drawing attention to the illegitimacy of Israel’s aggressive acts and attitudes on 

every occasion and at all levels through international fora, mass-media and education 

programs.  

- maintaining research through studies, publications, conferences and other activities 

on Jerusalem/Al-Quds. 

- maintaining education and training through seminars and workshops on 

Jerusalem/Al-Quds.  

- coordinating studios and restoration projects in architectural faculties the outcomes 

of which can guide the restoration of some monuments and improvement of living 

conditions in Jerusalem/Al-Quds.    

 

IRCICA is ready to contribute in every effort concerning the historical and cultural 

heritage of Jerusalem/Al-Quds within its institutional mandate and capacities.  

 

Thank you for your attention.  

 

*** 


