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Introduction

1.  The present document, which corresponds to the preliminary list circulated on
28 February 2001 (A/56/50), has been prepared in accordance with the
recommendation of the Special Committee on the Rationalization of the Procedures
and Organization of the General Assembly, as set forth in paragraph 17 (b) of
annex I to Assembly resolution 2837 (XXVI) of 17 December 1971.

2. The provisional agenda provided for in rule 12 of the rules of procedure will
appear on 13 July 2001 (A/56/150).

3.  An addendum to this document (A/56/100/Add.1) will be issued at the opening
of the session in accordance with paragraph 17 (¢) of annex II to resolution
2837 (XXVI).

4. The fifty-sixth session will convene at United Nations Headquarters on
Tuesday, 11 September 2001, at 3 p.m.
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I1.

(@)
(b)

Annotated list

Opening of the session by the Chairman of the delegation of
Finland

In accordance with rule 1 of the rules of procedure (A/520/Rev.15 and Amend.1 and
2, as amended by General Assembly resolution 55/14 of 3 November 2000), the
General Assembly meets every year in regular session commencing on the Tuesday
following the second Monday in September. The fifty-sixth session will open on
Tuesday, 11 September 2001.

Rule 30 of the rules of procedure provides that, at the opening of each session of the
General Assembly, the Chairman of that delegation from which the President of the
previous session was elected shall preside until the Assembly has elected a President
for the session. Accordingly, the temporary President is not necessarily the
individual who presided at the preceding session. (For the election of the President,
see item 4.)

Minute of silent prayer or meditation

Rule 62 of the rules of procedure provides that, immediately after the opening of the
Ist plenary meeting and immediately preceding the closing of the final plenary
meeting of each session of the General Assembly, the President shall invite the
representatives to observe one minute of silence dedicated to prayer or meditation.
This provision was incorporated in the rules of procedure at the fourth session
(resolution 362 (IV), annex I).

Credentials of representatives to the fifty-sixth session of the
General Assembly

Appointment of the members of the Credentials Committee
Report of the Credentials Committee

In accordance with rule 27 of the rules of procedure, the credentials of
representatives and the names of members of a delegation are to be submitted to the
Secretary-General, if possible not less than one week before the opening of the
session. The credentials must be issued either by the Head of State or Government
or by the Minister for Foreign Affairs. Under rule 28 of the rules of procedure, a
Credentials Committee consisting of nine members is appointed by the General
Assembly at the beginning of each session on the proposal of the President. The
members of the Committee are traditionally appointed at the 1st plenary meeting, on
the proposal of the temporary President and before the election of the President for
the session. The Committee elects a Chairman, but no Vice-Chairman or Rapporteur.

On completion of its work, the Committee submits a report to the General
Assembly.

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly appointed the following States
members of the Credentials Committee: Bahamas, China, Ecuador, Gabon, Ireland,
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Mauritius, Russian Federation, Thailand and United States of America (decision
55/301). At that session, the Assembly approved the reports of the Committee
(resolutions 55/16 A and B).

Document: Report of the Credentials Committee.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 3)

Reports of the Credentials Committee A/55/537 and Corr.1 and Add.1

Plenary meetings A/55/PV.1, 52 and 82
Resolutions 55/16 A and B
Decision 55/301

Election of the President of the General Assembly

Under rule 31 of the rules of procedure, the President of the General Assembly is
elected by the Assembly and holds office until the close of the session at which he
was elected. In accordance with rule 92 of the rules of procedure, the election is held
by secret ballot and there are no nominations. The President is elected by a simple
majority. It should be noted, however, that since the thirty-second session, with the
exception of the thirty-sixth, thirty-eighth and forty-sixth sessions, the President has
been elected by acclamation.

At its thirty-third session, in 1978, the General Assembly decided (resolution
33/138, annex, para. 1) that, in the election of the President, regard should be had
for equitable geographical rotation of the office among the following States:

(a) African States;

(b) Asian States;

(c) Eastern European States;

(d) Latin American States;

(e) Western European and other States.

At its thirty-fourth session, the General Assembly decided that the practice of
dispensing with the secret ballot for elections to subsidiary organs when the number
of candidates corresponded to the number of seats to be filled should become
standard and that the same practice should apply to the election of the President of
the Assembly, unless a delegation specifically requested a vote on a given election
(decision 34/401, para. 16).

The names of the past Presidents of the General Assembly are listed in annex I.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 4)

Plenary meeting A/55/PV.1
Decision 55/302
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5.

Election of the officers of the Main Committees

The General Assembly has six Main Committees. At its forty-seventh session, by its
resolution 47/233 of 17 August 1993, the Assembly decided to amend rule 98 of the
rules of procedure of the Assembly according to paragraph 1 of the resolution,
which reads as follows:

“l. Decides that the Main Committees of the General Assembly shall be as
follows:

(a) Disarmament and International Security Committee (First Committee);
(b) Special Political and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee);
(c) Economic and Financial Committee (Second Committee);

(d) Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee (Third Committee);

(e) Administrative and Budgetary Committee (Fifth Committee);

(f) Legal Committee (Sixth Committee).”

At its fifty-second session, the General Assembly decided to amend the first
sentence of rule 103 of the rules of procedure of the Assembly to read: “Each Main
Committee shall elect a Chairman, three Vice-Chairmen and a Rapporteur”
(resolution 52/163, para. 1).

Rule 103 states that the elections shall be held by secret ballot unless the Committee
decides otherwise in an election where only one candidate is standing. Since in the
great majority of cases only one candidate is nominated, most officers of Main
Committees are elected by acclamation.

In addition, rule 103 provides that the nomination of each candidate shall be limited
to one speaker, after which the Committee shall immediately proceed to the election.

Rule 99 (a) stipulates that all the Main Committees shall, during the first week of
the session, hold the elections provided for in rule 103.

At its forty-eighth session, the General Assembly decided, on 29 July 1994
(resolution 48/264, annex 1I), that the six Chairmen of the Main Committees should
be elected according to the following pattern:

(a) One representative from an African State;

(b) One representative from an Asian State;

(c) One representative from an Eastern European State;

(d) One representative from a Latin American or Caribbean State;
(e) One representative from a Western European or other State;

(f) The sixth chairmanship shall rotate over a period of 20 sessions according to
the following pattern:

(1)  One representative from an African State;
(i1) One representative from an Asian State;

(iii) One representative from a Latin American or Caribbean State;
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(iv) One representative from an African State;

(v) One representative from an Asian State;

(vi) One representative from an African State;

(vii) One representative from a Latin American or Caribbean State;
(viii) One representative from an Asian State;

(ix) One representative from an African State;

(x) One representative from an Asian State;

(xi) One representative from a Latin American or Caribbean State;
(xii) One representative from an African State;

(xiii) One representative from an Asian State;

(xiv) One representative from an African State;

(xv) One representative from a Latin American or Caribbean State;
(xvi) One representative from an Asian State;

(xvii) One representative from an African State;

(xviii) One representative from an Asian State;

(xix) One representative from a Latin American or Caribbean State;
(xx) One representative from an African State.

The Chairmen of the Main Committees are generally elected on the first day of the
session. For practical reasons, the elections are held in the General Assembly Hall
under the chairmanship of the President of the Assembly. However, it should be
noted that this does not involve a plenary meeting of the Assembly, but a series of
consecutive meetings of the six Main Committees. The three Vice-Chairmen and the
Rapporteur of each Main Committee are elected later, during the first week of the
session.

The names of the officers of the Main Committees from the twentieth session

onwards are listed in annex II.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 5)

Summary records A/C.1/55/PV.1, A/C.4/55/SR.1,
A/C.2/55/SR.1, A/C.3/55/SR.1,
A/C.5/55/SR.1 and A/C.6/55/SR.1

Plenary meeting A/55/PV.2
Decision 55/303

Election of the Vice-Presidents of the General Assembly

The President of the General Assembly is assisted by 21 Vice-Presidents. The duties
involved are performed by heads of delegations of Member States, and not by

17
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individuals elected in their personal capacity. The Assembly decided on four
occasions to increase the number of Vice-Presidents (resolutions 1104 (XI), 1192
(XII), 1990 (XVIII) and 33/138).

Under rule 31 of the rules of procedure, the Vice-Presidents are elected by the
General Assembly and hold office until the close of the session at which they were
elected. In accordance with rule 92 of the rules of procedure, the election is held by
secret ballot and there are no nominations. Vice-Presidents are elected by a simple
majority. It should be noted, however, that since the thirty-second session, with the
exception of the thirty-sixth, thirty-eighth, forty-first and forty-second sessions in
the case of one of the regional groups, the Vice-Presidents have been elected by
acclamation.

Rule 31 also provides that the Vice-Presidents shall be elected after the election of
the Chairmen of the Main Committees (see item 5), in such a way as to ensure the
representative character of the General Committee (see item 8).

At its thirty-third session, in 1978, the General Assembly decided (resolution
33/138, annex, paras. 2 and 3) that the 21 Vice-Presidents should be elected
according to the following pattern:

(a) Six representatives from African States;

(b) Five representatives from Asian States;

(c) One representative from an Eastern European State;

(d) Three representatives from Latin American States;

(e) Two representatives from Western European or other States;

(f) Five representatives from the permanent members of the Security Council.

The election of the President of the Assembly has the effect, however, of reducing
by one the number of vice-presidencies allocated to the region from which the
President is elected.

The Vice-Presidents are generally elected on the first day of the session.

At its thirty-fourth session, the General Assembly decided that the practice of
dispensing with the secret ballot for elections to subsidiary organs when the number
of candidates corresponded to the number of seats to be filled should become
standard and the same practice should apply to the election of the Vice-Presidents of
the Assembly, unless a delegation specifically requested a vote on a given election
(decision 34/401, para. 16).

The names of the States that have held the office of Vice-President of the General
Assembly are listed in annex III.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 6)

Plenary meeting A/55/PV.2
Decision 55/304
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Notification by the Secretary-General under Article 12,
paragraph 2, of the Charter of the United Nations

Article 12, paragraph 1, of the Charter stipulates that, while the Security Council is
exercising in respect of any dispute or situation the functions assigned to it in the
Charter, the General Assembly shall not make any recommendation with regard to
that dispute or situation unless the Council so requests.

Article 12, paragraph 2, provides that the Secretary-General, with the consent of the
Security Council, shall notify the General Assembly at each session of any matters
relative to the maintenance of international peace and security that are being dealt
with by the Council. He is similarly to notify the Assembly immediately if the
Council ceases to deal with such matters.

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly took note of the communication
from the Secretary-General (A/55/366) without discussion (decision 55/405).

Document: Note by the Secretary-General.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 7)

Note by the Secretary-General A/55/366
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.34
Decision 55/405

Adoption of the agenda and organization of work: reports of the
General Committee

Rules 12 to 15 of the rules of procedure deal with the agenda for regular sessions.

Provisional agenda

Under rule 12 of the rules of procedure, the provisional agenda is to be
communicated to the Members of the United Nations at least 60 days before the
opening of the session (see annotation for item 1). The preliminary list of items to
be included in the provisional agenda of the fifty-sixth session (see sect. I, para. 1)
was circulated on 28 February 2001 (A/56/50). The provisional agenda for the fifty-
sixth session (A/56/150) will appear on 13 July 2001.

Rule 13 of the rules of procedure indicates what items shall or may be included in
the provisional agenda.

Supplementary items

Rule 14 of the rules of procedure provides that any Member or principal organ of the
United Nations or the Secretary-General may, at least 30 days before the date fixed
for the opening of a regular session, request the inclusion of supplementary items in
the agenda. Such items shall be placed on a supplementary list, which shall be
communicated to the Members of the United Nations at least 20 days before the
opening of the session.
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The supplementary list (A/56/200) will be issued on 22 August 2001.

Additional items

Rule 15 of the rules of procedure stipulates, inter alia, that additional items of an
important and urgent character, proposed for inclusion in the agenda less than 30
days before the opening of a regular session or during a regular session, may be
placed on the agenda if the General Assembly so decides by a majority of the
members present and voting.

Consideration of the draft agenda by the General Committee

Rules 38 to 44 of the rules of procedure deal with the composition, organization and
functions of the General Committee. The Committee is composed of the President of
the General Assembly, who presides (see item 4 and annex I), the 21 Vice-Presidents
of the Assembly (see item 6 and annex III) and the Chairmen of the Main
Committees (see item 5 and annex II).

The General Committee usually meets on the second day of the session for the
purpose of making recommendations to the General Assembly concerning the
adoption of the agenda, the allocation of items and the organization of the work of
the Assembly. For this purpose, it has before it a memorandum by the Secretary-
General containing the draft agenda (provisional agenda, supplementary items and
additional items), the proposed allocation of items and a number of
recommendations concerning the organization of the session.

Document: Memorandum by the Secretary-General, A/BUR/56/1.

Adoption of the agenda by the General Assembly

The final agenda, the allocation of items included in the agenda and arrangements
for the organization of the session are adopted by the General Assembly by a simple
majority.

Rule 23 of the rules of procedure provides, inter alia, that debate on the inclusion of
an item in the agenda, when that item has been recommended for inclusion by the
General Committee, shall be limited to three speakers in favour of, and three
against, the inclusion.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 8)

Preliminary list A/55/50 and Corr.2

Annotated preliminary list A/55/100 and Corr.1

Provisional agenda A/55/150 and Corr.1 and 2
Supplementary list A/55/200

Memorandum by the Secretary- A/BUR/55/1 and Add.1

General

Reports of the General Committee A/55/250 and Corr.1 and Add.1-4
Agenda A/55/251 and Add.1-5
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Allocation of agenda items A/55/252 and Add.1-5
Annotated agenda A/55/100/Add.1

Letters from the Chairman of the A/55/312 and Add.1
Committee on Conferences

Note by the Secretary-General requesting inclusion of an additional item in the
agenda of the fifty-fifth session entitled “Financing of the United Nations Mission
in Ethiopia and Eritrea” (A/55/232)

Note by the Secretary-General requesting the inclusion of an additional item in the
agenda of the fifty-fifth session regarding the election of judges of the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (A/55/239)

Letters from Italy: A/55/191; Argentina: A/55/192; Chile: A/55/193; Argentina:
A/55/195; Panama: A/55/196; France: A/55/197; Canada: A/55/198; Australia:
A/55/199; Bangladesh: A/55/224; Norway: A/55/225; Sweden: A/55/226; Burkina
Faso, Chad, Dominica, the Gambia, Grenada, Honduras, Malawi, the Marshall
Islands, Nauru, Nicaragua, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Senegal, Solomon
Islands and Swaziland: A/55/227 and Add.1 and 2; Germany: A/55/228; Guyana:
A/55/229; Costa Rica: A/55/230; United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland: A/55/231; Equatorial Guinea: A/55/233; the Netherlands: A/55/234;
Algeria, Finland, Namibia, Poland, Singapore and Venezuela: A/55/235; Argentina,
Australia, Austria, Belize, Brazil, Cambodia, Canada, Chile, China, C6te d’Ivoire,
Cyprus, the Czech Republic, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Egypt,
Fiji, Finland, France, Honduras, Indonesia, Ireland, Italy, Japan, the Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Morocco,
Myanmar, New Zealand, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru, the Philippines,
the Republic of Korea, Romania, the Russian Federation, Singapore, South Africa,
Spain, Swaziland, Sweden, Thailand, Turkey, Ukraine, the United States of
America and Viet Nam: A/55/236 and Add.1; Equatorial Guinea: A/55/237 and
Add.1; Bulgaria, Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia: A/55/238; Togo: A/55/240
and Add.1; and Bangladesh, China, Colombia, Egypt, the Gambia, India, Indonesia,
Kenya, Mali, Mexico, Morocco, Pakistan, Tunisia, Uganda and Zimbabwe:

A/55/241.

Meetings of the General Committee = A/BUR/55/SR.1-6

Plenary Meetings A/55/PV.2, 9, 31, 35, 39, 64, 89 and 96-98
Decisions 55/401, 55/402 A and B, 55/403 A to C and

55/458

General debate

At the beginning of the session, the General Assembly devotes a period of two
weeks to the general debate, during which heads of delegations may state the views
of their Governments on any item before the Assembly.

In accordance with paragraph 46 of annex V to the rules of procedure, the list of
speakers wishing to take part in the general debate is closed at the end of the third
day after the opening of the debate.
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10.

11.

At the fifty-fifth session, 19 plenary meetings were devoﬁd to the general debate
(A/55/PV.10-28), during which 178 speakers took the floor.

Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization'

Article 98 of the Charter requires the Secretary-General to make an annual report to
the General Assembly on the work of the Organization. That report is included in
the provisional agenda of the Assembly pursuant to rule 13 (a) of the rules of
procedure.

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly took note of the report of the
Secretary-General (decision 55/404).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General, Supplement No. 1 (A/56/1).

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 10)

Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization: Supplement No. 1
(A/55/1)

Report of the Secretary-General on the prevention of armed conflict (A/55/985-
S/2001/574 and Corr.1)

Plenary meetings A/55/PV.10 and 29-31
Decision 55/404

Report of the Security Council'

The Security Council (see item 15 (a)) submits an annual report to the General
Assembly under Article 24, paragraph 3, of the Charter; the Assembly considers the
report in accordance with Article 15, paragraph 1. The Council’s report is included
in the provisional agenda of the Assembly pursuant to rule 13 (b) of the rules of
procedure.

The General Assembly usually takes note of the report of the Security Council
without discussion. However, at its twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh sessions, in
1971 and 1972, the Assembly, in connection with its consideration of the Council’s
report, decided to seek the views of Member States on ways and means of enhancing
the effectiveness of the Council in accordance with the principles and provisions of
the Charter (resolutions 2864 (XXVI) and 2991 (XXVII)). At its twenty-eighth
session, the Assembly drew the attention of the Council, when considering steps to
enhance its effectiveness in accordance with the principles and provisions of the
Charter, to the views and suggestions submitted by Member States in response to the
above-mentioned resolutions as contained in the Secretary-General’s reports on the
matter (A/8447 and Add.1 and A/9243) (resolution 3186 (XXVIII)). At its fifty-first
session, the Assembly invited the Security Council, through an appropriate
procedure or mechanism, to update the General Assembly on a regular basis on the

4 At the fifty-fourth session, 19 plenary meetings were devoted to the general debate, during
which 181 speakers took the floor.
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steps it had taken or was contemplating with respect to improving its reporting to
the Assembly (resolution 51/193).

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly took note of the report of the
Security Council covering the period from 16 June 1999 to 15 June 2000 (decision
55/406).

Document: Report of the Security Council covering the period from 16 June 2000 to
15 June 2001, Supplement No. 2 (A/56/2).

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 11)

Report of the Security Council Supplement No. 2 (A/55/2)
Plenary meetings A/55/PV.35-37
Decision 55/406

Report of the Economic and Social Council
Themes for the substantive session of 2001 of the Council

Theme for the high-level segment

At its resumed session of 2000, the Economic and Social Council decided that the
high-level segment of its substantive session of 2001 would be devoted to the
consideration of the following theme: “The role of the United Nations system in
supporting the efforts of African countries to achieve sustainable development”
(Council decision 2000/303).

The theme is relevant and complementary to General Assembly resolutions 53/92
and 54/234, both entitled “The causes of conflict and the promotion of durable peace
and sustainable development in Africa”, in which the Assembly, inter alia, supported
the harmonization of current and international initiatives on Africa and welcomed
the Council’s decision to hold a high-level segment on Africa in 2001.

Theme for the operational activities segment

Since 2001 is the year for a triennial policy review of operational activities, the
Economic and Social Council, at its organizational session for 2001, decided that the
theme for the operational activities segment of its substantive session of 2001 would
be “Triennial policy review of operational activities for development” (Council
decision 2001/205). It will be recalled that in resolution 53/192, paragraph 64, the
General Assembly requested the Secretary-General to submit to it at its fifty-sixth
session, through the Council, a comprehensive analysis of the implementation of the
resolution in the context of the triennial policy review, and to make appropriate
recommendations. Those reports are submitted under item 112 (a).
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Theme for the coordination segment

At its resumed substantive session of 2000, on 18 October 2000, the Economic and
Social Council decided on the following theme for the coordination segment of its
substantive session of 2001: “The role of the United Nations in promoting
development, particularly with respect to access to and transfer of knowledge and
technology, especially information and communication technologies, inter alia,
through partnerships with relevant stakeholders, including the private sector”
(Council decision 2000/303).

Theme for the humanitarian affairs segment

At its organizational session for 2001, the Economic and Social Council decided that
the theme for the humanitarian affairs segment of its substantive session of 2001
would be “Strengthening the coordination of the emergency humanitarian assistance
of the United Nations” (decision 2001/206).

The general segment

In accordance with General Assembly resolutions 45/264 and 50/227, the
implementation of the agreed conclusions of the coordination segment should be
followed up in the general segment of the following year. In its coordination
segment of 2000, the Economic and Social Council undertook an assessment of the
coordinated implementation by the United Nations system of the Habitat Agenda,
and adopted agreed conclusions 2000/1 (A/55/3/Rev.1, chap. V). In its coordination
segment of 2000, the Council also undertook an assessment of the progress made
within the United Nations system, through the conference reviews, in the promotion
of an integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up to major United
Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social and related fields, based
on a report of the Secretary-General (E/2000/57), and adopted agreed conclusions
2000/2 (A/55/3/Rev.1, chap. V). At its substantive session of 2000, the Council
adopted the ministerial declaration of the high-level segment (A/55/3/Rev.1,
chap. III) on development and international cooperation in the twenty-first century:
the role of information technology in the context of a knowledge-based global
economy. Therefore, the general segment of the substantive session included reports
on progress achieved in those areas.

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly took note of the relevant chapters of
the report of the Economic and Social Council for 2000 (decisions 55/424, 55/436,
55/448 and 55/450). The Assembly also endorsed the recommendation of the
Economic and Social Council that Senegal be added to the list of the least developed
countries (resolution 55/253).

Document: Report of the Economic and Social Council, Supplement No. 3 (A/56/3).

United Nations Population Award 2001

At its thirty-sixth session, in 1981, the General Assembly decided to establish an
annual United Nations Population Award for the most outstanding contribution to
the awareness of population questions or to their solutions by an individual or
individuals or by an institution (resolution 36/201).

The laureates are selected by the Committee for the United Nations Population
Award, which is composed of representatives of 10 Member States (Burundi, Cape
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Verde, Haiti, Kyrgyzstan, Lesotho, Netherlands and Republic of Moldova),I;I which
are elected by the Economic and Social Council for a period of three years.

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly took note of the report of the
Executive Director of the United Nations Population Fund on the United Nations
Population Award (decision 55/448).

Document: Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Executive
Director of the United Nations Population Fund on the United Nations Population
Award.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 12)

Report of the Economic and Social Council: Supplement No. 3 (A/55/3/Rev.1)

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Executive Director of
UNFPA on the United Nations Population Award (A/55/419)

Report of the Secretary-General on the revised estimates resulting from resolutions
and decisions adopted by the Economic and Social Council at its substantive
session of 2000 (A/C.5/55/25 and Corr.1 and Add.1)

Summary records A/C.2/SR.3-7, 32, 41 and 42;
A/C.3/55/SR.56; A/C.5/55/SR.33 and 50

Report of the Second Committee A/55/590

Report of the Third Committee A/55/603

Reports of the Fifth Committee A/55/662 and A/55/848 (items 12 and 117)
Draft resolution A/55/L.80

Plenary meetings A/55/PV.81, 86, 87 and 98

Resolution 55/253

Decisions 55/423, 55/424, 55/436, 55/447-55/450

Public administration and development

At its resumed fiftieth session in April 1996, the General Assembly, inter alia,
underlined the importance of transparent and accountable governance and
administration in all public and private national and international institutions;
recognized the need for public administration systems to be sound, efficient and well
equipped with the appropriate capacities and capabilities; invited Governments to
strengthen their public administrative and financial management capacities through
public-sector administrative and management reform, and encouraged, where
appropriate, decentralization of public institutions and services; called for enhanced
effectiveness of United Nations activities in public administration and development;
acknowledged that the role of such activities and programmes was to assist
Governments, at their request, to improve their responsiveness to meet the basic

By decision 2001/201B, the Economic and Social Council further postponed to a future session
the election of two members from Asian States and one member from Latin American and
Caribbean States for a term beginning on the date of election and expiring on 31 December
2003.
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13.

needs of all, as well as to achieve sustainable development in all countries; and
recommended that the Secretary-General take appropriate measures in order to
ensure maximum coordination of activities of the United Nations system in the field
of public administration and development (resolution 50/225).

At its fifty-third session, the General Assembly endorsed Economic and Social
Council decision 1998/220 of 23 July 1998, in which the Council requested the
Secretary-General to conduct a five-year assessment of the progress made in the
implementation of resolution 50/225 on public administration and development, and
to report his findings to the Assembly through the Council in 2001 (resolution
53/201).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 53/201).

References for the fifty-third session (agenda item 12)

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of General Assembly
resolution 50/225, concerning public administration and development (A/53/173-
E/1998/87)

Summary records A/C.2/53/SR.3-7 and 36-42
Report of the Second Committee A/53/605

Plenary meeting A/53/PV.91

Resolution 53/201

Report of the International Court of Justice

Since the twenty-third session of the General Assembly, in 1968, the International
Court of Justice has submitted an annual report to the General Assembly, which
considers it in accordance with Article 15, paragraph 2, of the Charter. The report of
the Court is included in the provisional agenda of the Assembly pursuant to rule 13
(b) of the rules of procedure.

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly took note of the report of the
International Court of Justice covering the period from 1 August 1999 to 31 July
2000 (decision 55/407).

Document: Report of the International Court of Justice, Supplement No. 4 (A/56/4).

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 13)

Report of the International Court of Justice: Supplement No. 4 (A/55/4)
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.4l
Decision 55/407
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15.

(@

Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency'

The Agreement covering the relationship between the United Nations and IAEA was
approved by the General Conference of the Agency on 23 October 1957 and by the
General Assembly on 14 November 1957 (resolution 1145 (XII), annex). In
accordance with article III of the Agreement, the Agency submits to the Assembly
an annual report on its work.

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly, inter alia, took note of the report of
the Agency for 1999 and requested the Secretary-General to transmit to the Director
General of the Agency the records of the fifty-fifth session of the General Assembly
relating to the activities of the Agency (resolution 55/244).

Document: Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency for 2000. In his
statement to the General Assembly, the Director General of the Agency will give an
account of any major developments since the date of issue of the report.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 14)

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Agency (A/55/284 and
Corr.1)

Draft resolution A/55/L.75
Plenary meetings A/55/PV.52, 53 and 96
Resolution 55/244

Elections to fill vacancies in principal organs

Election of five non-permanent members of the Security Council

In accordance with Article 23 of the Charter, as amended,GI the Security Council
consists of five permanent members (China, France, Russian Federation, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of America) and
10 non-permanent members elected by the General Assembly for a term of two
years. At its eighteenth session, in 1963, the Assembly decided that the non-
permanent members of the Council should be elected according to the following
pattern (resolution 1991 A (XVIII)):

(a) Five from African and Asian States;

(b) One from Eastern European States;

(c) Two from Latin American States;

(d) Two from Western European and other States.

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly elected five non-permanent members
of the Security Council (decision 55/305). At present, the Council is thus composed
of the following Member States:

6 By an amendment dated 17 December 1963 (resolution 1991 A (XVIII)), which came into force
on 31 August 1965, the General Assembly increased the number of non-permanent members of
the Security Council from 6 to 10.
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Bangladesh,* China, Colombia,** France, Ireland,** Jamaica,* Mali,*
Mauritius,** Norway,** Russian Federation, Singapore,** Tunisia,* Ukraine,*
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of
America.

* Term of office expires on 31 December 2001.
** Term of office expires on 31 December 2002.

At its fifty-sixth session, the General Assembly will need to fill the seats being
vacated by the following States: Bangladesh, Jamaica, Mali, Tunisia and Ukraine.
As stipulated in rule 144 of the rules of procedure, a retiring member is not eligible
for immediate re-election.

In accordance with rule 92 of the rules of procedure, the election is held by secret
ballot and there are no nominations. Under rule 83 of the rules of procedure, the
non-permanent members of the Security Council are elected by a two-thirds
majority.

The names of the States that have served as non-permanent members of the Security

Council are listed in annex I'V.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 15 (a))

Plenary meeting A/55/PV.32
Decision 55/305

Election of eighteen members of the Economic and Social Council

In accordance with Article 61 of the Charter, as amended,l;I the Economic and Social
Council consists of 54 members elected for a term of three years. At its twenty-sixth
session, in 1971, the General Assembly decided that the members of the Council
should be elected according to the following pattern (resolution 2847 (XXVI)):

(a) Fourteen from African States;

(b) Eleven from Asian States;

(c) Ten from Latin American States;

(d) Thirteen from Western European and other States;
(e) Six from socialist States of Eastern Europe.

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly elected 18 members of the Economic
and Social Council (decisions 55/306 A and B). At present, the Council is thus
composed of the following 54 Member States:

Andorra,*** Angola,** Argentina,*** Austria,** Bahrain,** Benin,**
Bolivia,* Brazil,*** Bulgaria,* Burkina Faso,** Cameroon,** Canada,*

By an amendment dated 17 December 1963 (resolution 1991 B (XVIII)), which came into force
on 31 August 1965, the General Assembly increased the membership of the Economic and
Social Council from 18 to 27; by an amendment dated 20 December 1971 (resolution 2847
(XXVI)), which came into force on 24 September 1973, the Assembly increased the membership
of the Council to 54.
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China,* Costa Rica,** Croatia,** Cuba,** Czech Republic,* Democratic
Republic of the Congo,* Denmark,* Egypt,*** Ethiopia,*** Fiji,** France,**
Georgia,*** Germany,** Guinea-Bissau,* Honduras,* Indonesia,* Iran
(Islamic Republic of),*** Italy,*** Japan,** Malta,*** Mexico,** Morocco,*
Nepal,*** Netherlands,*** Nigeria,*** Norway,* Pakistan,*** Peru,***
Portugal,** Republic of Korea,*** Romania,*** Russian Federation,*
Rwanda,* Saudi Arabia,* South Africa,*** Sudan,** Suriname,** Syrian Arab
Republic,* Uganda,*** United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland,* United States of America*** and Venezuela.*

* Term of office expires on 31 December 2001.
** Term of office expires on 31 December 2002.
*** Term of office expires on 31 December 2003.

At its fifty-sixth session, the General Assembly will need to fill the seats being
vacated by the following States: Bolivia, Bulgaria, Canada, China, Czech Republic,
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Guinea-Bissau, Honduras, Indonesia,
Morocco, Norway, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Syrian Arab
Republic, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and Venezuela. As
stipulated in rule 146 of the rules of procedure, a retiring member is eligible for
immediate re-election.

In accordance with rule 92 of the rules of procedure, the election is held by secret
ballot and there are no nominations. Under rule 83 of the rules of procedure, the
members of the Economic and Social Council are elected by a two-thirds majority.

The names of the States which have served as members of the Economic and Social
Council are listed in annex V.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 15 (b))

Plenary meetings A/55/PV.33 and 61
Decisions 55/306 A and B

Appointment of the Secretary-General of the United Nations

In accordance with Article 97 of the Charter, the Secretary-General is appointed by
the General Assembly upon the recommendation of the Security Council. Rule 141
of the rules of procedure of the Assembly stipulates that, when the Council has
submitted its recommendation on the appointment of the Secretary-General, the
Assembly shall consider the recommendation and vote upon it by secret ballot in
private meeting. In practice, however, the Assembly has never held a private
meeting, and since the twenty-sixth session, in 1971, it has not taken a vote by
secret ballot; the resolution on the appointment of the present Secretary-General
(resolution 46/21) was adopted by acclamation.
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The following persons served as Secretary-General in the past:

Mr. Trygve Lie 1 February 1946-10 April 1953

Mr. Dag Hammarskjold 11 April 1953-17 September 1961

U Thant 3 November 1961-31 December 1971
Mr. Kurt Waldheim 1 January 1972-31 December 1981
Mr. Javier Pérez de Cuéllar 1 January 1982-31 December 1991
Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali 1 January 1992-31 December 1996.

At its fifty-first session, the General Assembly appointed Mr. Kofi Annan Secretary-
General of the United Nations for a term of office beginning on 1 January 1997 and
ending on 31 December 2001 (resolution 51/200).

By a letter dated 21 June 2001 (A/55/242), Nigeria requested the inclusion in the
agenda of the fifty-fifth session of the General Assembly of an additional item
entitled “Appointment of the Secretary-General of the United Nations” (item 187).

On 29 June 2001, at the 105th plenary meeting of its fifty-fifth session, the General
Assembly, having considered the recommendation contained in Security Council
resolution 1358 (2001) of 27 June 2001, appointed Mr. Kofi Annan Secretary-
General of the United Nations for a second term of office beginning on 1 January
2002 and ending on 31 December 2006 (resolution 55/277).

Elections to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and other elections

Election of the members of the International Law Commission

In accordance with its statute (resolution 174 (1), annex), as amended by resolutions
1103 (XI), 1647 (XVI) and 36/39, the International Law Commission (see also item
175) consists of 34 members who shall be persons of recognized competence in
international law. The members of the Commission are elected by the General
Assembly for a term of five years from a list of candidates nominated by
Governments of Member States prepared by the Secretary-General in accordance
with the procedure prescribed in relevant provisions of the statute of the
Commission. Under the terms of the statute, the electors shall bear in mind that the
persons to be elected should individually possess the qualifications required and that
in the Commission as a whole representation of the main forms of civilization and of
the principal legal systems of the world should be assured.

In paragraph 3 of resolution 36/39, the General Assembly decided that the 34
members of the International Law Commission should be elected according to the
following pattern:

(a) Eight nationals from African States;

(b) Seven nationals from Asian States;

(c) Three nationals from Eastern European States;
(d) Six nationals from Latin American States;

(e) Eight nationals from Western European and other States;
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(f) One national from African States or Eastern European States in rotation;
(g) One national from Asian States or Latin American States in rotation.

At its fifty-first session, the General Assembly elected the following persons
members of the Commission for a term of office expiring on 31 December 2001:

Mr. Emmanuel Akwei Addo (Ghana), Mr. Husain M. Al-Baharna (Bahrain),
Mr. Awn Shawkat Al-Khasawneh (Jordan), Mr. Jodo Clemente Baena Soares
(Brazil), Mr. Mohamed Bennouna (Morocco), Mr. lan Brownlie (United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), Mr. Enrique J. A. Candioti
(Argentina), Mr. James Richard Crawford (Australia), Mr. Christopher John
Robert Dugard (South Africa), Mr. Constantin P. Economides (Greece),
Mr. Nabil Elaraby (Egypt), Mr. Luigi Ferrari Bravo (Italy), Mr. Zdzislaw
Galicki (Poland), Mr. Raul I. Goco (Philippines), Mr. Gerhard Hafner
(Austria), Mr. Qizhi He (China), Mr. Mauricio Herdocia Sacasa (Nicaragua),
Mr. Jorge E. Illueca (Panama), Mr. Peter C. R. Kabatsi (Uganda), Mr. James
Lutabanzibwa Kateka (United Republic of Tanzania), Mr. Mochtar Kusuma-
Atmadja (Indonesia), Mr. Igor Ivanovich Lukashuk (Russian Federation),
Mr. Teodor Viorel Melescanu (Romania), Mr. Vaclav Mikulka (Czech
Republic), Mr. Didier Opertti Badan (Uruguay), Mr. Guillaume Pambou-
Tchivouda (Gabon), Mr. Alain Pellet (France), Mr. Pemmaraju Sreenivasa Rao
(India), Mr. Victor Rodriguez-Cedeiio (Venezuela), Mr. Robert Rosenstock
(United States of America), Mr. Bernardo Sepulveda (Mexico), Mr. Bruno
Simma (Germany), Mr. Doudou Thiam (Senegal) and Mr. Chusei Yamada
(Japan).

In 1999, the Commission elected Mr. Giorgio Gaja (Italy), Mr. Maurice Kamto
(Cameroon) and Mr. Peter Tomka (Slovakia) to fill the three casual vacancies in the
Commission caused by the resignation of Mr. Luigi Ferrari Bravo (Italy),
Mr. Mohamed Bennouna (Morocco) and Mr. Vaclav Mikulka (Czech Republic). In
2000, the Commission elected Mr. Djamchid Momtaz (Islamic Republic of Iran) and
Mr. Kamil E. Idris (Sudan) to fill the two vacancies caused by the resignation of
Mr. Awn Shawkat Al-Khasawneh (Jordan) and the death of Mr. Doudou Thiam
(Senegal). Accordingly, the present membership of the Commission is as follows:

Mr. Emmanuel Akwei Addo (Ghana), Mr. Husain Al-Baharna (Bahrain),
Mr. Jodo Clemente Baena Soares (Brazil), Mr. Ian Brownlie (United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), Mr. Enrique J. A. Candioti (Argentina),
Mr. James Richard Crawford (Australia), Mr. Christopher John Robert Dugard
(South Africa), Mr. Constantin P. Economides (Greece), Mr. Nabil Elaraby
(Egypt), Mr. Giorgio Gaja (Italy), Mr. Zdzislaw Galicki (Poland), Mr. Raul
[llustre Goco (Philippines), Mr. Gerhard Hafner (Austria), Mr. Qizhi He
(China), Mr. Mauricio Herdocia Sacasa (Nicaragua), Mr. Kamil E. Idris
(Sudan), Mr. Jorge E. Illueca (Panama), Mr. Peter C. R. Kabatsi (Uganda),
Mr. Maurice Kamto (Cameroon), Mr. James Lutabanzibwa Kateka (United
Republic of Tanzania), Mr. Mochtar Kusuma-Atmadja (Indonesia), Mr. Igor
Ivanovich Lukashuk (Russian Federation), Mr. Teodor Viorel Melescanu
(Romania), Mr. Djamchid Momtaz (Islamic Republic of Iran), Mr. Didier
Opertti-Badan (Uruguay), Mr. Guillaume Pambou-Tchivounda (Gabon),
Mr. Alain Pellet (France), Mr. Pemmaraju Sreenivasa Rao (India), Mr. Victor
Rodriguez-Cedefio (Venezuela), Mr. Robert Rosenstock (United States of
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America), Mr. Bernardo Septlveda (Mexico), Mr. Bruno Simma (Germany),
Mr. Peter Tomka (Slovakia) and Mr. Chusei Yamada (Japan).

At its fifty-sixth session, the General Assembly will have to elect the 34 members of
the International Law Commission. As stipulated in the statute, members of the
Commission are eligible for immediate re-election. The one rotational seat referred
to in subparagraph (f) above was allocated to a national of an Eastern European
State at the election held in 1996; accordingly, the seat will at the forthcoming
election be allocated to a national of an African State. The one rotational seat
referred to in subparagraph (g) was allocated to a national of a Latin American State
at that election; accordingly, the seat will be allocated to a national of an Asian
State.

The Assembly will therefore have to elect:

(a) Nine nationals from African States;

(b) Eight nationals from Asian States;

(c) Three nationals from Eastern European States;

(d) Six nationals from Latin American States;

(e) Eight nationals from Western European and other States.
Documents:

(a) Note by the Secretary-General containing the list of candidates nominated by
the Governments of Member States, as well as information on the conduct of
the election, A/56/117 and Corr.1 and Add.1;

(b) Note by the Secretary-General containing the statements of qualifications of
candidates, submitted by the nominating Governments.

References for the fifty-first session (agenda item 17 (a))

Notes by the Secretary-General A/51/177 and Add.1-9 and A/51/653
Curricula vitae A/51/178 and Add.1 and 2

Plenary meeting A/51/PV.55

Decision 51/309

Election of twenty-nine members of the Governing Council of the United Nations
Environment Programme

In accordance with General Assembly resolution 2997 (XXVII), section I, paragraph
1, and decision 43/406, the Governing Council of UNEP consists of 58 members
elected by the Assembly according to the following pattern:

(a) Sixteen seats for African States;
(b) Thirteen seats for Asian States;
(c) Six seats for Eastern European States;

(d) Ten seats for Latin American States;
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(e) Thirteen seats for Western European and other States.

At its fifty-fourth session, in 1999, the General Assembly elected 29 members of the
Governing Council (decision 54/307). At present, the Council is composed of the
following 58 members:

Antigua and Barbuda,* Argentina,* Austria,* Bahamas,** Belarus,* Belgium,*
Benin,** Botswana,* Brazil,** Burkina Faso,** Burundi,* Cameroon,* Canada,*
China,* Colombia,** Comoros,* Cuba,* Denmark,** Egypt,** Equatorial
Guinea,** France,* Gambia,** Germany,* Hungary,* India,** Indonesia,* (Iran)
Islamic Republic of,** Italy,** Jamaica,* Japan,* Kazakhstan,* Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya,** Malawi,* Marshall Islands,** Mexico,** Netherlands,** New
Zealand,** Nigeria,* Norway,* Pakistan,** Poland,** Republic of Korea,* Republic
of Moldova,** Russian Federation,* Samoa,** Saudi Arabia,** Senegal, **
Slovakia,** Sudan,* Suriname,** Syrian Arab Republic,* Thailand,** Turkey,**
Uganda,** United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,** United States
of America,* Venezuela* and Zimbabwe.*

* Term of office expires on 31 December 2001.
**  Term of office expires on 31 December 2003.

At its fifty-sixth session, the General Assembly will need to fill the seats being
vacated by the following States: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Austria, Belarus,
Belgium, Botswana, Burundi, Cameroon, Canada, China, Comoros, Cuba, France,
Germany, Hungary, Indonesia, Jamaica, Japan, Kazakhstan, Malawi, Nigeria,
Norway, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic,
United States of America, Venezuela and Ziﬁ-babwe. Members of the Governing
Council are eligible for immediate re-election.

References for the fifty-fourth session (agenda item 16 (b))

Plenary meeting A/54/PV.38
Decision 54/307

Election of seven members of the Committee for Programme and Coordination

In accordance with paragraph 7 of the terms of reference of the Committee for
Programme and Coordination (Economic and Social Council resolution 2008 (XL),
annex) (see also items 134, 135 and 136), the Committee consists of 21 members
nominated by the Economic and Social Council and elected by the General
Assembly for a term of office of three years on the basis of equitable geographical
distribution. At its forty-second session, the Assembly decided (decision 42/450)
that the Committee for Programme and Coordination should be composed of 34
States Members of the United Nations, elected for three-year terms on the basis of
equitable geographical distribution, as follows:

0

At its thirty-fourth session, the General Assembly decided that the practice of dispensing with
the secret ballot for elections to subsidiary organs when the number of candidates corresponded
to the number of seats to be filled should become standard, unless a delegation specifically
requested a vote on a given election (decision 34/401, para. 16).
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(a) Nine seats for African States;

(b) Seven seats for Asian States;

(c) Seven seats for Latin American and Caribbean States;
(d) Seven seats for Western European and other States;
(e) Four seats for Eastern European States.

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly elected 20 members of the
Committee for Programme and Coordination (decision 55/307). At present, the
Committee is composed of the following 34 States:

Argentina,** Bahamas,*** Bangladesh,** Benin,* Botswana,*** Brazil **
Cameroon,** China,* Comoros,* Cuba,** Egypt,* France,*** Gabon,**
Germany,** Indonesia,** Iran (Islamic Republic of),** Italy,** Japan,*
Mauritania,** Mexico,*** Pakistan,** Peru,** Poland,** Portugal,** Republic of
Korea,* Republic of Moldova,** Russian Federation,*** San Marino,** Ukraine,**
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,** United Republic of
Tanzania,*** United States of America,*** Uruguay* and Zimbabwe.**

* Term of office expires on 31 December 2001.
**  Term of office expires on 31 December 2002.

***  Term of office expires on 31 December 2003.

At its fifty-sixth session, the General Assembly will need to fill the seats being
vacated by the following States: Benin, China, Comoros, Egypt, Japan, Republic of
Korea and Uruguay. Members of the Committee are eligible for immediate
re-election.”

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 16 (a))

Note by the Secretary-General A/55/379
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.34
Decision 55/307

Appointments to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and
other appointments'

Appointment of members of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions

The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, established
by the General Assembly in 1946 (resolution 14 (I)), acts in an advisory capacity to
the Assembly and makes recommendations to it on the United Nations budget and
related matters and on the administrative budgets of the specialized agencies and
IAEA. Details on the appointment, membership and functions of the Committee will
be found in rules 155 to 157 of the rules of procedure.
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At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly appointed five members of the
Advisory Committee (decision 55/312). At present, the Advisory Committee is
composed of the following 16 members:

Mr. Andrzej T. Abraszewski (Poland),*** Mr. Manlan Narcisse Ahounou (Cdte
d’Ivoire),*** Mr. Gérard Biraud (France),** Mrs. Norma Goicochea Estenoz
(Cuba),** Ms. Nazareth A. Incera (Costa Rica),* Mr. Ahmad Kamal (Pakistan),*
Mr. Vladimir V. Kuznetsov (Russian Federation),** Mr. Felipe Mabilangan
(Philippines),*** Mr. E. Besley Maycock (Barbados),*** Mr. C. S. M. Mselle
(United Republic of Tanzania),*** Mr. Rajat Saha (India),* Ms. Susan M. McLurg
(United States of America),** Mr. Juichi Takahara (Japan),* Mr. Roger Tchoungui
(Cameroon),** Mr. Nicholas A. Thorne (United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland)* and Mr. Giovanni Luigi Valenza (Italy).*

* Term of office expires on 31 December 2001.
**  Term of office expires on 31 December 2002.

***  Term of office expires on 31 December 2003.

At its fifty-sixth session, the General Assembly will need to fill the vacancies that
will arise upon the expiry of the terms of office of Ms. Incera, Mr. Kamal, Mr. Saha,
Mr. Takahara, Mr. Thorne and Mr. Valenza.

Document: Note by the Secretary-General, A/56/101.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 17 (a))

Notes by the Secretary-General A/55/101 and A/C.5/55/4
Summary record A/C.5/55/SR.20

Report of the Fifth Committee A/55/652

Plenary meeting A/55/PV.82

Decision 55/312

Appointment of members of the Committee on Contributions

The Committee on Contributions, established by the General Assembly in 1946
(resolution 14 (I)), advises the Assembly concerning the apportionment, under
Article 17, paragraph 2, of the Charter, of the expenses of the Organization among
Members (see also item 138). Details on the appointment, membership and functions
of the Committee will be found in rules 158 to 160 of the rules of procedure.

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly appointed eight members of the
Committee on Contributions (decisions 55/309 A and B). At present, the Committee
is composed of the following 18 members:
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Mr. Pieter Johannes Bierma (Netherlands),* Mr. Petru Dumitriu (Romania),***
Mr. Paul Ekorong A Ndong (Cameroon),* Mr. Henry S. Fox (Australia),*
Mr. Chinmaya R. Gharekhan (India),*** Mr. Bernardo Greiver (Uruguay),*
Mr. Alvaro Gurgel de Alencar Netto (Brazil),** Mr. Henry Hanson-Hall (Ghana),*
Mr. Thor V. Humenny (Ukraine),*** Mr. Eduardo Iglesias (Argentina),* Mr. Gebhard
Benjamin Kandanga (Namibia),*** Mr. David A. Leis (United States of
America),*** Mr. Sergei I. Mareyev (Russian Federation),** Mr. Angel Marrén
(Spain),** Mr. Hae-yun Park (Republic of Korea),** Mr. Ugo Sessi (Italy),**
Mr. Kazuo Watanabe (Japan)*** and Mr. Wu Gang (China).**

* Term of office expires on 31 December 2001.
**  Term of office expires on 31 December 2002.

*¥**  Term of office expires on 31 December 2003.

At its fifty-sixth session, the General Assembly will need to fill the vacancies that
will arise upon the expiry of the terms of office of Mr. Bierma, Mr. Ekorong A.
Ndong, Mr. Fox, Mr. Greiver, Mr. Hanson-Hall and Mr. Iglesias.

Document: Note by the Secretary-General, A/56/102.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 17 (b))

Notes by the Secretary-General A/55/102 and Add.1 and 2 and A/C.5/55/5
and Add.1 and 2

Summary records A/C.5/55/SR.2 and 20

Report of the Fifth Committee A/55/424 and Add.1

Plenary meetings A/55/PV.34 and 82

Decisions 55/309 A and B

Appointment of a member of the Board of Auditors

The Board of Auditors, established by the General Assembly in 1946 (resolution
74 (1)), transmits to the Assembly the financial reports and audited financial
statements (see also item 133). The members of the Board are appointed as
Auditors-General, or officials of equivalent title, of their countries and not as
individuals.

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly appointed a member of the Board of
Auditors (decision 55/313).

Also at its fifty-fifth session, during its consideration of the item entitled “Review of
the efficiency of the administrative and financial functioning of the United Nations”
the General Assembly decided that the term of office of the Board of Auditors
should be a non-consecutive term of office of six years’ duration starting on 1 July
2002. For the transitional arrangements, it decided to approve the extension of the
appointment of the Auditor-General of the Republic of South Africa until 30 June
2006; the other members of the Board of Auditors elected under the current
procedure would be eligible for re-election (resolution 55/248).

Accordingly, at present the Board is composed of the following three members:
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The First President of the Court of Accounts of France,** the Chairman of the
Commission of Audit of the Philippines* and the Auditor-General of the Republic of
South Africa.***

* Term of office expires on 30 June 2002.
**  Term of office expires on 30 June 2004.

***  Term of office expires on 30 June 2006.

At its fifty-sixth session, the General Assembly will need to fill the vacancy that
will arise upon the expiry of the term of office of the Chairman of the Commission
of Audit of the Philippines.

Document: Note by the Secretary-General, A/56/103.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 17 (c))

Notes by the Secretary-General A/55/103 and A/C.5/55/6
Summary record A/C.5/55/SR.20

Report of the Fifth Committee A/55/653 and Corr.1
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.82

Decision 55/313

Confirmation of the appointment of members of the Investments Committee

The Investments Committee, established by the General Assembly in 1947
(resolution 155 (II)), advises the Secretary-General on the investment of the assets
of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund and other United Nations funds.

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly confirmed the appointment by the
Secretary-General of three members of the Investments Committee (decision
55/314). At present, the Committee is composed of the following nine members:

Mr. Ahmad Abdullatif (Saudi Arabia),*** Ms. Francine J. Bovich (United States of
America),** Mr. Fernando Chico Pardo (Mexico),*** Mr. Takeshi Ohta (Japan),**
Mr. Yves Oltramare (Switzerland),* Mr. Emmanuel Noi Omaboe (Ghana),* Mr. J. Y.
Pillay (Singapore),*** Mr. Jirgen Reimnitz (Germany)* and Mr. Peter Stormonth-
Darling (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland).**

* Term of office expires on 31 December 2001.
**  Term of office expires on 31 December 2002.
***  Term of office expires on 31 December 2003.

At its fifty-sixth session, the General Assembly will be asked to confirm the
appointment by the Secretary-General of three members to fill the vacancies that
will arise upon the expiry of the terms of office of Mr. Oltramare, Mr. Omaboe and
Mr. Reimnitz.

Document: Note by the Secretary-General, A/56/104.
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References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 17 (d))

Notes by the Secretary-General A/55/104 and A/C.5/55/7
Summary record A/C.5/55/SR.20

Report of the Fifth Committee A/55/654

Plenary meeting A/55/PV.82

Decision 55/314

Appointment of members of the United Nations Administrative Tribunal

The United Nations Administrative Tribunal, established by the General Assembly
in 1949 (resolution 351 A (IV)), hears and passes judgement on applications
alleging non-observance of contracts of employment of staff members of the United
Nations and certain specialized agencies.

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly appointed three members of the
United Nations Administrative Tribunal (decision 55/315). In paragraph 2 of its
resolution 55/159, the Assembly decided that members serving on the Tribunal as at
1 January 2001 should have their current term of office extended by one year, and
that thereafter, provided that they had not served on the Tribunal for more than
seven years, they might be reappointed once.

At present, the Tribunal is composed of the following seven members, whose terms
were extended by one year in accordance with resolution 55/159:

Mr. Julio Barboza (Argentina),** Mr. Omer Yousif Bireedo (Sudan),*** Ms. Marsha
A. Echols (United States of America),* Mr. Spyridon Flogaitis (Greece),***
Mr. Mayer Gabay (Israel),** Mr. Kevin Haugh (Ireland)* and Ms. Brigitte Stern
(France).***

* Term of office expires on 31 December 2002.
**  Term of office expires on 31 December 2003.

***  Term of office expires on 31 December 2004.
Document: Note by the Secretary-General, A/56/105.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 17 (e))

Notes by the Secretary-General A/55/105 and A/C.5/55/8
Summary record A/C.5/55/SR.20

Report of the Fifth Committee A/55/655

Plenary meeting A/55/PV.82

Decision 55/315
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Appointment of members of the International Civil Service Commission

The International Civil Service Commission, established by the General Assembly
in 1974 (resolution 3357 (XXIX)), for the regulation and coordination of the
conditions of service of the United Nations common system, consists of 15 members
appointed by the Assembly, of whom two, designated Chairman and Vice-Chairman,
serve full-time.

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly appointed six members of the
International Civil Service Commission (decision 55/316). At present, the
Commission is composed of the following 15 members:

Mr. Mohsen Bel Hadj Amor (Tunisia),** Chairman; Mr. Eugeniusz Wyzner
(Poland),** Vice-Chairman; Mr. Mario Bettati (France),* Mrs. Turkia Daddah
(Mauritania),** Mr. Alexei L. Fedotov (Russian Federation),*** Mr. Asda Jayanama
(Thailand),*** Mr. Jodo Augusto de Medicis (Brazil),* Ms. Lucretia Myers (United
States of America),* Mr. Ernest Rusita (Uganda),*** Mr. José Ramoén Sanchis
Muiioz (Argentina),** Mr. C. M. Shafi Sami (Bangladesh),*** Mr. Alexis Stephanou
(Greece),* Mr. Wolfgang Stockl (Germany),** Mr. Ku Tashiro (Japan)* and
Mr. El Hassane Zahid (Morocco).***

* Term of office expires on 31 December 2001.
**  Term of office expires on 31 December 2002.

***  Term of office expires on 31 December 2004.

At its fifty-sixth session, the General Assembly will need to fill the vacancies that
will arise upon the expiry of the terms of office of Mr. Bettati, Mr. de Medicis,
Ms. Myers, Mr. Stephanou and Mr. Tashiro.

Document: Note by the Secretary-General, A/56/106.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 17 (g))

Notes by the Secretary-General A/55/107 and A/C.5/55/10
Summary record A/C.5/55/SR.20

Report of the Fifth Committee A/55/656

Plenary meeting A/55/PV.82

Decision 55/316

Appointment of members of the Joint Inspection Unit

At its thirty-first session, in 1976, the General Assembly approved the statute of the
Joint Inspection Unit, consisting of not more than 11 members (resolution 31/192).

At its fifty-fourth session, the General Assembly, by its decision 54/321 of 10 May
2000, appointed four members to the Joint Inspection Unit for the term of office
beginning on 1 January 2001 and expiring on 31 December 2005.

As of 1 January 2001, the Joint Inspection Unit is composed of the following 11
members:
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Mrs. Doris Bertrand-Muck (Austria),**** Mr. Fatih Bouayad-Agha (Algeria),*
Mr. Armando Duque Gonzédlez (Colombia),** Mr. Ion Gorita (Romania),****
Mr. Homero Luis Hernandez Sanchez (Dominican Republic),* Mr. Eduard
Kudriavtsev  (Russian Federation),* Mr. Sumihiro Kuyama (Japan),***
Mr. Francesco Mezzalama (Italy),* Mr. Wolfgang M. Miinch (Germany),****
Mr. Khalil Issa Othman (Jordan)* and Mr. Louis-Dominique Ouédraogo (Burkina
Faso). ****

* Term of office expires on 31 December 2002.
**  Term of office expires on 31 December 2003.
***  Term of office expires on 31 December 2004.

**#% Term of office expires on 31 December 2005.

At its fifty-sixth session, the General Assembly will need to fill the vacancies that
will arise upon the expiry of the terms of office of Mr. Bouayad-Agha,
Mr. Hernandez Sanchez, Mr. Kudriavtsev, Mr. Mezzalama and Mr. Othman.

Document: Note by the Secretary-General, A/56/107.

References for the fifty-fourth session (agenda item 17 (h))

Note by the Secretary-General A/54/108

Note by the President of the General A/54/110
Assembly

Plenary meetings A/54/PV.49 and 96
Decision 54/321

Appointment of members of the Committee on Conferences

The Committee on Conferences, established in 1974 by the General Assembly
(resolution 3351 (XXIX)), was retained by the Assembly at its forty-third session as
a permanent subsidiary organ. The Committee’s functions and composition are set
out in resolution 43/222 B.

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly took note of the appointment by its
President of seven members of the Committee on Conferences (decision 55/318). At
present, the Committee is composed of the following 21 States:

Algeria,* Argentina,*** Austria,* Benin,*** Chile,** Equatorial Guinea,**
Finland,*** France,** Jamaica,* Japan,** Jordan,* Kenya,* Kyrgyzstan,***
Lithuania,*** Namibia,** Nepal,* Peru,*** Philippines,** Russian Federation,**
Sierra Leone*** and United States of America.*

* Term of office expires on 31 December 2001.
**  Term of office expires on 31 December 2002.
***  Term of office expires on 31 December 2003.
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At its fifty-sixth session, the General Assembly will need to fill the seats being
vacated by the following States: Algeria, Austria, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Nepal
and the United States of America. As stipulated in paragraph 3 of resolution
43/222 B, members of the Committee are eligible for immediate reappointment.

Document: Note by the Secretary-General, A/56/108.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 17 (h))

Note by the Secretary-General A/55/108
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.86
Decision 55/318

Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples

At its sixteenth session, in 1961, the General Assembly established the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, consisting of 17
members (resolution 1654 (XVI)). At its seventeenth session, the Assembly enlarged
the Special Committee by the addition of seven members; and at its thirty-fourth
session, the Assembly increased the membership of the Special Committee from 24
to 25 (decision 34/425).

At present, the Special Committee is composed of the following 23 Member States:
Antigua and Barbuda, Bolivia, Chile, China, Co6te d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Fiji, Grenada, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Iraq, Mali, Papua New Guinea, Russian Federation, Saint Lucia, Sierra
Leone, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, United Republic of Tanzania and Venezuela.

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly requested the Special Committee to
continue to seek suitable means for the immediate and full implementation of the
Declaration and to carry out those actions approved by the General Assembly
regarding the International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism and the
Second International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism in all Territories
that had not yet exercised their right to self-determination, including independence,
and in particular, to formulate specific proposals to bring about an end to
colonialism and to report thereon to the Assembly at its fifty-sixth session; to
continue to examine the implementation by Member States of resolution 1514 (XV)
and other relevant resolutions on decolonization; to continue to pay special attention
to the small Territories, including through the dispatch of visiting missions, and to
recommend to the General Assembly the most suitable steps to be taken to enable
the populations of those Territories to exercise their right to self-determination,
including independence; to finalize before the end of 2001 a constructive
programme of work on a case-by-case basis for the Non-Self-Governing Territories
to facilitate the implementation of the mandate of the Special Committee and the
relevant resolutions on decolonization, including resolutions on specific Territories;
to take all necessary steps to enlist worldwide support among Governments, as well
as national and international organizations, for the achievement of the objectives of
the Declaration and the implementation of the relevant resolutions of the United
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Nations; to conduct seminars, as appropriate, for the purpose of receiving and
disseminating information on the work of the Special Committee, and to facilitate
participation by the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories in those
seminars; and to observe annually the Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of Non-
Self-Governing Territories; called upon the administering Powers that had not
participated formally in the work of the Special Committee to do so at its session in
2001; requested the Secretary-General, the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system to provide economic, social and other
assistance to the Non-Self-Governing Territories and to continue to do so, as
appropriate, after they exercised their right to self-determination, including
independence; and requested the Secretary-General to provide the Special
Committee with the facilities and services required for the implementation of the
resolution, as well as of the other resolutions and decisions on decolonization
adopted by the General Assembly and the Special Committee (resolution 55/147).

At the same session, the General Assembly declared the period 2001-2010 the
Second International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism, and called upon
Member States to redouble their efforts to implement the plan of action, as
contained in the annex to the report of the Secretary-General dated 13 December
1991, updated where necessary, to serve as the plan of action for the Second
International Decade (resolution 55/146).

Also at its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly considered the question of
Western Sahara (resolution 55/141), the question of New Caledonia (resolution
55/142), the question of Tokelau (resolution 55/143), the questions of American
Samoa, Anguilla, Bermuda, the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman Islands, Guam,
Montserrat, Pitcairn, St. Helena, the Turks and Caicos Islands and the United States
Virgin Islands (resolutions 55/144 A and B) and the question of Gibraltar (decision
55/427). The Assembly also decided to hold a plenary meeting during the main part
of its fifty-fifth session in observance of the fortieth anniversary of the adoption of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
(decision 55/410).

Documents:
(a) Report of the Special Committee, Supplement No. 23 (A/56/23);

(b) Reports of the Secretary-General (resolutions 55/139, 55/141 and 55/146),
A/56/61, A/56/65 and A/56/159.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 18)

Reports of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples: Supplement No. 23 (A/55/23); A/AC.109/2000/2-
A/AC.109/2000/6, A/AC.109/2000/7 and Corr.1, A/AC.109/2000/8-
A/AC.109/2000/10, A/AC.109/2000/13-A/AC.109/2000/16, A/AC.109/2000/17 and
Corr.1 and A/AC.109/2000/18

Report of the Secretary-General on the Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized
agencies and the international institutions associated with the United Nations
(A/55/72 and Corr.1) (items 18 and 90)
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Report of the Secretary-General on the question of Western Sahara (A/55/303)

Report of the Secretary-General on the International Decade for the Eradication of
Colonialism (A/55/497)

Summary records A/C.4/55/SR.3-8 and 11

Reports of the Special Political A/55/575 (items 18 and 89) and A/55/578
and Decolonization Committee
(Fourth Committee)

Draft resolutions A/55/L.4 and A/55/L.58 and Add.1

Plenary meetings A/55/PV.61 and 83

Resolutions 55/139 (items 18 and 90), 55/141 to 55/147
Decisions 55/410, 55/426 (items 18 and 89) and 55/427

Admission of new Members to the United Nations'

The question of the admission of new Members to the United Nations is governed,
inter alia, by Article 4 of the Charter, rules 58 to 60 of the provisional rules of
procedure of the Security Council and rules 134 to 138 of the rules of procedure of
the General Assembly.

In accordance with Article 4, paragraph 2, of the Charter, the admission of new
Members is effected by a decision of the General Assembly wupon the
recommendation of the Security Council. Under rule 83 of the rules of procedure of
the Assembly, a two-thirds majority is required for the admission of new Members.

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly admitted Tuvalu (resolution 55/1)
and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (resolution 55/12) to membership in the
United Nations.

As at 15 June 2001, no documents had been circulated under this item.

A list of the Member States, which now number 189, appears in annex VI, with an
indication of the date on which they were admitted to membership in the United
Nations.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 19)

Applications for admission A/54/699-S/2000/5 and A/55/528-
S/2000/1043, annex

Letters from the President of the A/54/758 and A/55/535

Security Council to the Secretary-

General

Draft resolutions A/55/L.1 and Add.1 and A/55/L..23 and
Add.1

Plenary meetings A/55/PV.1 and 48

Resolutions 55/1 and 55/12
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(@)

Strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian and disaster
relief assistance of the United Nations, including special
economic assistance'

Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the
United Nations'

The item entitled “Strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian emergency
assistance of the United Nations” was included in the agenda of the forty-sixth
session of the General Assembly, in 1991, at the request of the Netherlands on
behalf of the States members of the European Community (A/46/194). During that
session, the Assembly adopted guiding principles and a framework for strengthening
the coordination of humanitarian emergency assistance of the United Nations system
(resolution 46/182). The Assembly has considered the question annually since then
(resolutions 46/182, 47/168, 48/57, 49/139 A, 50/57, 51/194, 52/168, 53/88 and
54/95).

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly requested the Secretary-General to
report to the General Assembly at its fifty-sixth session, through the substantive
session of 2001 of the Economic and Social Council, on progress made in
strengthening the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United
Nations, including the implementation of and follow-up to agreed conclusions
1998/1 and 1999/1 (resolution 55/164).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 55/164), A/56/95-E/2001/85.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 20 (a))

Report of the Secretary-General A/55/82-E/2000/61

Draft resolution A/55/L.38/Rev.1 and Rev.1/Add.1 and
A/55/L.54 and Add.1

Plenary meeting A/55/PV.85

Resolutions 55/163 and 164

Safety and security of humanitarian personnel and protection of United
Nations personnel

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly requested the Secretary-General to
take the necessary measures to ensure that security matters were an integral part of
the planning for United Nations operations, and to ensure that United Nations and
other personnel carrying out activities in fulfilment of the mandate of a United
Nations operation were properly informed about the conditions under which they
were called to operate; reaffirmed the need to strengthen the Office of the United
Nations Security Coordinator; and requested the Secretary-General to submit to it at
its fifty-sixth session a comprehensive, updated report on the safety and security
situation of humanitarian personnel and protection of United Nations personnel and
on the implementation of the resolution, including an account of the measures taken
by Governments and the United Nations to prevent and respond to all individual
security incidents that involved United Nations and its associated personnel
(resolution 55/175).
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Document: Report of the Secretary-General on the safety and security situation of
humanitarian personnel and protection of United Nations personnel (resolution
55/175).

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 20)

Report of the Secretary-General on the safety and security of United Nations
personnel (A/55/494)

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the report of the Panel on
United Nations Peace Operations (A/55/502)

Report of the Secretary-General on the scope of legal protection under the
Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel (A/55/637)

Report of the Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations (A/C.4/55/6)

Draft resolution A/55/L.64 and Add.1
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.86
Resolution 55/175

(b) Special economic assistance to individual countries or regions'

Assistance for the reconstruction and development of Djibouti

The General Assembly considered this question at its forty-fourth to fifty-third
sessions (resolutions 44/177, 45/228, 46/175, 47/157, 48/198, 49/21 F, 50/58 F,
51/30 E, 52/169 K and 53/1 J).

At its fifty-fourth session, the General Assembly, inter alia, declared its solidarity
with the Government and the people of Djibouti, who continued to face critical
challenges owing, in particular, to the scarcity of natural resources, harsh climatic
conditions and the continuing critical situation in the Horn of Africa; noted with
satisfaction the implementation of a structural adjustment programme by Djibouti
and, in that context, appealed to all Governments, international financial institutions,
the specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations to respond adequately
to the financial and material needs of the country; considered that the process of
demobilization, reintegration and employment of demobilized soldiers was essential
not only for national rehabilitation, but also for the success of agreements with the
international financial institutions and for the consolidation of peace, and that it
required substantial resources which exceeded the capacity of the country; requested
the Secretary-General to continue, in close cooperation with the Government of
Djibouti, his efforts to mobilize resources necessary for an effective programme of
financial, technical and material assistance to Djibouti; and also requested the
Secretary-General to report to the Assembly at its fifty-sixth session on the progress
made with regard to economic assistance to Djibouti and the implementation of the
resolution (resolution 54/96 C).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 54/96 C).
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References for the fifty-fourth session (agenda item 20 (b))

Report of the Secretary-General A/54/153-E/1999/93
Draft resolution A/54/L.56 and Add.1
Plenary meeting A/54/PV.73
Resolution 54/96 C

International assistance to and cooperation with the Alliance for the Sustainable
Development of Central America

This question was considered by the General Assembly at its forty-ninth session, in
1994 (resolution 49/21 I). The Assembly continued its consideration of the question
at its fiftieth and fifty-second sessions under this item (resolutions 50/58 B and
52/169 G), and also under the item entitled “The situation in Central America:
procedures for the establishment of a firm and lasting peace and progress in
fashioning a region of peace, freedom, democracy and development” (resolutions
50/132 and 52/176).

At its fifty-fourth session, the General Assembly, inter alia, emphasized the
importance of supporting and strengthening the efforts of the Central American
countries to implement the Strategic Framework for the Reduction of Vulnerability
and Disasters in Central America, adopted by their Presidents in the Declaration of
Guatemala II on 19 October 1999, and the projects and programmes of the
Quinquennium for the Reduction of Vulnerability to and the Impact of Natural
Disasters in Central America, in accordance with the process of transformation and
sustainable development for the region for the next millennium, which contained
basic guidelines for the prevention and mitigation of damage, with special emphasis
on the most vulnerable groups and sectors, as identified by gender-based levels of
poverty and marginality; stressed the need for the international community to
maintain its cooperation and assistance, including provision of financial resources,
both bilateral and multilateral, with the Central American countries, to support the
promotion of sustainable development and the consolidation of peace, freedom and
democracy in the region; requested the Secretary-General, the organs, organizations
and programmes of the United Nations system and all States, international financial
institutions and regional and subregional organizations to continue providing the
support needed to attain the objectives of the programme for the sustainable
development of Central America, in particular those which were being pursued
within the framework of the Quinquennium for the Reduction of Vulnerability to
and the Impact of Natural Disasters in Central America; requested the Secretary-
General to report to the Assembly at its fifty-sixth session on the implementation of
the resolution; and decided to consider at its fifty-sixth session the question of
international assistance to and cooperation with the Alliance for the Sustainable
Development of Central America (resolution 54/96 E).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 54/96 E), A/56/158.
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References for the fifty-fourth session (agenda item 20 (b))

Report of the Secretary-General A/54/350

Draft resolution A/54/L.29/Rev.1 and Rev.1/Add.1
Plenary meeting A/54/PV.80

Resolution 54/96 E

Emergency assistance to the Sudan

At its fifty-fourth session, the General Assembly, inter alia, expressed its
appreciation to the donor community, United Nations agencies and governmental
and non-governmental organizations for the contributions made to the humanitarian
needs of the Sudan, and called upon them to continue their assistance; stressed the
need for Operation Lifeline Sudan to be operated and managed with a view to
ensuring its efficiency, transparency and effectiveness, with the full involvement and
cooperation of the Government of the Sudan; recognized the need for Operation
Lifeline Sudan to be conducted in strict adherence to the principles of neutrality and
impartiality and within the principles of national sovereignty and territorial integrity
of the Sudan, and within the framework of international cooperation; called upon the
international community to continue to contribute generously to the emergency
needs, recovery and development of the country; stressed the imperative of ensuring
the safety and security of humanitarian personnel, access for providing relief
assistance to all affected populations, and the importance of strict observance of the
principles and guidelines of Operation Lifeline Sudan; strongly appealed for a
comprehensive ceasefire; urged all parties involved to continue to offer all feasible
assistance, including facilitating the movement of relief supplies and personnel, so
as to guarantee the success of Operation Lifeline Sudan in all affected parts of the
country; and requested the Secretary-General to continue to mobilize and coordinate
resources and support for Operation Lifeline Sudan and to report on the emergency
situation in the affected areas and the recovery, rehabilitation and development of
the country to the Assembly at its fifty-sixth session (resolution 54/96 J).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 54/96 J).

References for the fifty-fourth session (agenda item 20 (b))

Report of the Secretary-General A/54/295

Draft resolution A/54/L.72/Rev.1
Plenary meeting A/54/PV.84
Resolution 54/96 ]

Emergency international assistance for peace, normalcy and rehabilitation in
Tajikistan

The General Assembly considered this question at its fifty-first to fifty-fourth
sessions (resolutions 51/30 J, 52/169 1, 53/1 K and 54/96 A).
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At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly endorsed the observations and
recommendations set out in the report of the Secretary-General; welcomed the
implementation of the main provisions of the General Agreement on the
Establishment of Peace and National Accord in Tajikistan; encouraged Member
States to continue assistance to alleviate the urgent humanitarian needs of Tajikistan
and to offer support for the post-conflict rehabilitation and reconstruction of its
economy; called upon the Secretary-General to re-evaluate in 2001 all humanitarian
assistance activities with a view to addressing longer-term developmental issues;
requested the Secretary-General to continue to give special attention, in the dialogue
with the multilateral lending institutions, to the humanitarian implications of their
adjustment programmes in Tajikistan; and also requested the Secretary-General to
continue to monitor the humanitarian situation in Tajikistan and to report to the
Assembly at its fifty-sixth session on the progress made in the implementation of the
resolution (resolution 55/45).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 55/45).

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 20 (b))

Report of the Secretary-General A/55/347

Draft resolution A/55/L.41 and Add.1
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.72
Resolution 55/45

Special assistance for the economic recovery and reconstruction of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo

The General Assembly considered this question at its fifty-second session, in 1997
(resolution 52/169 A), and at its fifty-third and fifty-fourth sessions (resolutions
53/1 L and 54/96 B).

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly, inter alia, urged all parties
concerned in the region to cease all military activity in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo which breached the ceasefire provided for in the Ceasefire Agreement
signed in Lusaka and the Kampala disengagement plan and to implement fully those
agreements and create the conditions necessary for the speedy and peaceful
resolution of the crisis, and also urged all parties to engage in a process of political
dialogue and negotiation; encouraged the Government of the Democratic Republic
of the Congo to pursue sound macroeconomic policies and to promote good
governance and the rule of law, and urged the Government to exert all efforts for
economic recovery and reconstruction despite the ongoing armed conflict; urged all
parties to respect fully the provisions of international humanitarian law and to
ensure the safe and unhindered access of humanitarian personnel to all affected
populations throughout the territory of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and
the safety of United Nations and humanitarian personnel; renewed its urgent appeal
to the executive boards of the United Nations funds and programmes to continue to
keep under consideration the special needs of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo; invited Governments to continue to provide support to the Democratic
Republic of the Congo; and requested the Secretary-General (a) to continue to
consult urgently with regional leaders, in coordination with the Secretary-General of
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the Organization of African Unity (OAU), about ways to bring about a peaceful and
durable solution to the conflict; (b) to continue to consult with regional leaders, in
coordination with the Secretary-General of OAU, in order to convene, when
appropriate, an international conference on peace, security and development in
Central Africa and in the Great Lakes region, under the auspices of the United
Nations and OAU, to address the problems of the region in a comprehensive
manner; (c) to keep under review the economic situation in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo with a view to promoting participation in and support for a programme
of financial and material assistance to the country to enable it to meet its urgent
needs in terms of economic recovery and reconstruction; and (d) to submit to the
Assembly at its fifty-sixth session a report on the actions taken pursuant to the
resolution (resolution 55/166).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 55/166).

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 20 (b))

Report of the Secretary-General A/55/319

Draft resolution A/55/L.36 and Add.1
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.85
Resolution 55/166

Assistance for humanitarian relief and the economic and social rehabilitation
of Somalia

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly expressed its gratitude to all States
and the intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations that had responded
to the appeals of the Secretary-General and others by extending assistance to
Somalia; urged the continued implementation of Assembly resolution 47/160 in
order to assist the Somali people to embark on the rehabilitation of basic social and
economic services, as well as institution-building aimed at the restoration of civil
administration at all levels in all parts of the country where peace and security
prevailed; strongly urged all political groups in Somalia to participate in the ongoing
peace process and to establish a constructive dialogue with the new transitional
Government, in order to achieve national reconciliation that allowed for transition
from relief to reconstruction and development; called upon all parties, political
leaders and factions in Somalia to respect fully the security and safety of personnel
of the United Nations and the specialized agencies and of non-governmental
organizations, and to guarantee their complete freedom of movement and safe access
throughout Somalia; called upon the Secretary-General to continue to mobilize
international humanitarian, rehabilitation and reconstruction assistance for Somalia;
called upon the international community to provide continuing and increased
assistance in response to the United Nations Consolidated Inter-Agency Appeal for
relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction assistance covering the period from October
2000 to December 2001; and requested the Secretary-General, in view of the critical
situation in Somalia, to take all necessary measures for the implementation of the
resolution and to report thereon to the Assembly at its fifty-sixth session (resolution
55/168).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 55/168).

49



A/56/100

50

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 20 (b))

Report of the Secretary-General A/55/415

Draft resolution A/55/L.55/Rev.1 and Rev.1/Add.1
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.85

Resolution 55/168

Humanitarian assistance to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

At its fifty-fourth session, in 1999, the General Assembly adopted a resolution
entitled “Humanitarian assistance to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia” (resolution
54/96 F).

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly called upon all States and relevant
organizations to provide humanitarian assistance to alleviate the humanitarian needs
of the affected population and to offer support to the Government of the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia in its efforts to ensure the transition from relief to the
longer-term goals of rehabilitation, reconstruction and development of the country;
urged the relevant authorities and the international community to support
programmes to ensure that the humanitarian needs of refugees and internally
displaced persons in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia were met and to pursue
durable solutions to their plight, in particular voluntary repatriation and
reintegration; called upon the Secretary-General to continue to mobilize the timely
provision of international humanitarian assistance to the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia; and requested him to submit to it at its fifty-sixth session a report on the
implementation of the resolution (resolution 55/169).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 55/169).

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 20 (b))

Report of the Secretary-General A/55/416

Draft resolution A/55/L.57 and Add.1
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.85
Resolution 55/169

Economic assistance to the Eastern European States affected by the
developments in the Balkans

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly expressed concern at the persistence
of special economic problems confronting the Eastern European States affected by
the developments in the Balkans, in particular their impact on regional trade and
economic relations and on the navigation along the Danube and on the Adriatic Sea;
welcomed the support already provided by the international community, in particular
by the European Union and other major donors, to the affected Sates to assist them
in coping with their special economic problems during the transition period
following the developments in the Balkans; stressed the importance of the effective
implementation of the Stability Pact for South-Eastern Europe, and welcomed its
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follow-up activities aimed, inter alia, at economic reconstruction, development and
cooperation; invited all States and the relevant international organizations, both
within and outside the United Nations system, in particular the international
financial institutions, to continue to take into account the special needs and
situations of the affected States in providing support and assistance to their efforts
for economic recovery, structural adjustment and development; emphasized the
importance of a well-coordinated and timely donor response to the external funding
requirements of the process for economic reconstruction, stabilization, reform and
development in the Balkans, as well as financial support to other affected countries
of Eastern Europe; encouraged the affected States of the region to continue and
enhance the process of multilateral regional cooperation in the fields of transport
and infrastructure development, as well as to foster conditions favourable to trade,
investment and private sector development in all the countries of the region; invited
the relevant international organizations to take appropriate steps in order to broaden
access for interested local and regional vendors and to facilitate their participation in
the international assistance efforts for reconstruction, recovery and development of
the region; and requested the Secretary-General to report to the Assembly at its
fifty-sixth session on the implementation of the resolution (resolution 55/170).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 55/170).

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 20 (b))

Report of the Secretary-General A/55/620 and Corr.1
Draft resolution A/55/L.59 and Add.1
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.85
Resolution 55/170

Assistance for humanitarian relief, rehabilitation and development for
East Timor

This question was considered by the General Assembly at its forty-sixth session, in
1991, under the item entitled “Strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian
emergency assistance of the United Nations” (resolution 46/182 and the guiding
principles contained in the annex to that resolution). The Assembly continued its
consideration at its fifty-fourth session under the current item (resolution 54/96 H)
and also under the item entitled “Question of East Timor” (resolution 54/194).

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly, inter alia, emphasized the
importance of continuing close consultation with and participation of East Timorese
institutions and civil society, including local non-governmental organizations, in the
planning and delivery of humanitarian relief, rehabilitation and development
assistance to East Timor; urged United Nations organizations, the international
community and non-governmental organizations to continue their efforts aimed at
the enhanced ownership and participation of the East Timorese, known as
“Timorization” in East Timor, of the social, economic and administrative
infrastructure, and in that regard stressed the need for capacity-building, inter alia,
in areas such as education, health, agriculture and rural development, the judiciary,
governance and public administration, security and law and order; recommended
that outstanding infrastructure needs should remain an essential focus of
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international assistance in such areas as the reconstruction and rehabilitation of
public buildings, educational facilities, roads and public services; stressed the urgent
need for sustained and enhanced efforts by the Government of Indonesia, the
Transitional Administration and the international community effectively and
comprehensively to resolve the question of the East Timorese refugees by the
repatriation or resettlement of all those refugees, in conditions of safety and security
at all stages, and based on their voluntary decisions, through the efforts of the
Government of Indonesia to guarantee effective security in the West Timor camps,
by the promotion of a credible and internationally observed registration process, and
by the promotion of and support for reconciliation among all East Timorese;
reaffirmed the need to ensure safe and unhindered access of humanitarian personnel
and assistance to all those in need and to ensure the safety and security of all
humanitarian personnel in West Timor, recognized in that regard the steps taken and
the efforts being made by the Government of Indonesia to implement Security
Council resolution 1319 (2000), such as the ongoing disarming and disbanding of
the militias, the deploying of additional security apparatus and the bringing to
justice of those found guilty, and called upon the Government to continue to
strengthen such efforts in full cooperation with Member States, the United Nations
system and non-governmental organizations; urged the United Nations to continue
to address the humanitarian, rehabilitation and development needs of East Timor;
and requested the Secretary-General to prepare a report on the implementation of the
present resolution for consideration by the Assembly at its fifty-sixth session
(resolution 55/172).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 55/172).

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 20 (b))

Report of the Secretary-General A/55/418

Draft resolution A/55/L.65 and Add.1
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.85
Resolution 55/172

Strengthening of international cooperation and coordination of efforts to study,
mitigate and minimize the consequences of the Chernobyl disaster

The General Assembly considered this question at its forty-fifth to forty-eighth,
fiftieth and fifty-second sessions (resolutions 45/190, 46/150, 47/165, 48/206,
50/134 and 52/172).

At its fifty-fourth session, the General Assembly requested the Secretary-General to
continue his efforts in the implementation of the relevant General Assembly
resolutions and, through existing coordination mechanisms, in particular the United
Nations Coordinator of International Cooperation on Chernobyl, to continue to
maintain close cooperation with the agencies of the United Nations system, as well
as with regional and other relevant organizations, with a view to encouraging the
regular exchange of information, cooperation and coordination of multilateral and
bilateral efforts in those areas, while implementing programmes and specific
projects, inter alia, in the framework of relevant agreements and arrangements; and
requested the Secretary-General to submit to the Assembly at its fifty-sixth session,
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under a separate sub-item, a report containing a comprehensive assessment of the
implementation of the resolution and proposals for innovative measures for
optimizing the effectiveness of the response of the international community to the
Chernobyl disaster (resolution 54/97).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 54/97).

References for the fifty-fourth session (agenda item 20 (c))

Report of the Secretary-General A/54/449

Draft resolution A/54/L.22/Rev.1 and Rev.1/Add.1
Plenary meeting A/54/PV.73

Resolution 54/97

Participation of volunteers, “White Helmets”, in the activities of the United
Nations in the field of humanitarian relief, rehabilitation and technical
cooperation for development

This question was considered by the General Assembly at its forty-ninth session, in
1994 (resolution 49/139 B), under the agenda item entitled “Strengthening of the
coordination of humanitarian and disaster relief assistance of the United Nations,
including special economic assistance: Special economic assistance to individual
countries or regions”.

This question was included in the agenda of the fiftieth session of the General
Assembly at the request of Argentina (A/50/144) and was considered at that session
(resolution 50/19). It was also considered at the fifty-second session (resolution
52/171).

At its fifty-fourth session, the General Assembly, inter alia, encouraged voluntary
national and regional actions aimed at making available to the United Nations
system national volunteer corps such as the White Helmets on a standby basis;
called upon Member States to promote the facilitation of cooperative actions
between the United Nations system and the civil society, through national volunteer
corps; invited Member States, international financial institutions, regional
organizations and the United Nations system to consider ways and means to ensure
the integration of the White Helmets initiative into their programme activities,
particularly those related to humanitarian and disaster relief assistance; and
requested the Secretary-General to report to the Assembly at its fifty-sixth session
(resolution 54/98).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 54/98).

References for the fifty-fourth session (agenda item 20 (d))

Report of the Secretary-General A/54/217

Draft resolution A/54/L.34/Rev.1 and Rev.1/Add.1
Plenary meeting A/54/PV.73

Resolution 54/98
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Assistance to the Palestinian people

The Economic and Social Council in its resolutions 2026 (LXI) of 4 August 1976
and 2100 (LXIII) of 3 August 1977, called upon the United Nations Development
Programme, the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations
system to intensify, in coordination with the Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia, their efforts in identifying the social and economic needs of the
Palestinian people. It also urged those agencies and organizations to consult and
cooperate with the Palestine Liberation Organization in establishing concrete
projects to improve the social and economic conditions of the Palestinian people.

The General Assembly considered this question at its thirty-third to fifty-fourth
sessions (resolutions 33/147, 34/133, 35/111, 36/70, 37/134, 38/145, 39/224, 40/170,
41/181, 42/166, 43/178, 44/235, 45/183, 46/201, 47/170, 48/213, 49/21 N, 50/58 H,
51/150, 52/170, 53/89 and 54/116).

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly stressed the importance of the work
of the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process and
Personal Representative of the Secretary-General to the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) and the Palestinian Authority; urged Member States,
international financial institutions of the United Nations system, intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations and regional and interregional organizations to
extend, as rapidly and as generously as possible, economic and social assistance to
the Palestinian people, in close cooperation with the PLO and through official
Palestinian institutions; called upon relevant organizations and agencies of the
United Nations system to intensify their assistance in response to the urgent needs of
the Palestinian people in accordance with Palestinian priorities set forth by the
Palestinian Authority with emphasis on national execution and capacity-building;
called upon the international donor community to expedite the delivery of pledged
assistance to the Palestinian people to meet their urgent needs; stressed in that
context the importance of ensuring the free passage of aid to the Palestinian people
and the free movement of persons and goods; urged the international donor
community, United Nations agencies and organizations and non-governmental
organizations to extend as rapidly as possible emergency economic and
humanitarian assistance to the Palestinian people to counter the impact of the
current crisis; stressed the need to implement the Paris Protocol on Economic
Relations of 29 April 1994, fifth annex to the Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement
on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, in particular with regard to the full and prompt
clearance of Palestinian indirect tax revenues; suggested the convening in 2001 of a
United Nations-sponsored seminar on assistance to the Palestinian people; and
requested the Secretary-General to submit a report to the Assembly at its fifty-sixth
session, through the Economic and Social Council, on the implementation of the
resolution, containing an assessment of the assistance actually received by the
Palestinian people as well as of the needs still unmet and specific proposals for
responding effectively to them (resolution 55/173).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 55/173).
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References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 20 (c))

Report of the Secretary-General A/55/137-E/2000/95
Draft resolution A/55/L.63 and Add.1
Plenary meetings A/55/PV.72 and 85
Resolution 55/173

Emergency international assistance for peace, normalcy and reconstruction of
war-stricken Afghanistan

The General Assembly considered this question at its fiftieth to fifty-fourth sessions
(resolutions 50/88 A, 51/195 A, 52/211 A, 53/203 B and 54/189 B). It was
considered in conjunction with the item entitled “The situation in Afghanistan and
its implications for international peace and security” (see item 55 below).

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly called upon all relevant
organizations of the United Nations system to continue to coordinate closely their
humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan on the basis of the Strategic Framework for
Afghanistan; urged all Afghan parties to respect international humanitarian law, to
ensure the safety, security and free movement of all United Nations and
humanitarian personnel, and to protect the property of the United Nations and of
humanitarian organizations; demanded that all Afghan parties cooperate fully with
the United Nations and associated bodies as well as with other agencies and
humanitarian organizations in their efforts to respond to the humanitarian needs of
the people of Afghanistan; denounced the continuing discrimination against girls
and women as well as ethnic and religious groups, including minorities, and other
violations of human rights and international humanitarian law in Afghanistan,
notably in areas under the control of the Taliban; strongly urged all the Afghan
parties to end discriminatory policies and to recognize, protect and promote the
equal rights and dignity of women and men; urgently appealed to all States, the
United Nations system and international and non-governmental organizations to
continue to provide, when conditions on the ground permitted, all possible financial,
technical and material assistance for the Afghan population; called upon the
international community to respond to the inter-agency consolidated appeal for
emergency humanitarian and rehabilitation assistance for Afghanistan, for the period
from 1 January to 31 December 2001; and requested the Secretary-General to submit
to the Assembly at its fifty-sixth session a report on the actions taken pursuant to the
resolution (resolution 55/174 B).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 55/174 B).

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda items 20 (d) and 46)

Report of the Secretary-General A/55/348

Draft resolution A/55/L.62/Rev.1 and Rev.1/Add.1
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.86

Resolution 55/174 B
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Cooperation between the United Nations and the Latin American
Economic System

The item was included in the agenda of the forty-second session of the General
Assembly, in 1987, at the request of Bolivia, Mexico, Peru and Uruguay (A/42/192
and Add.1 and 2).

The General Assembly considered the item at its forty-second to fiftieth and fifty-
second sessions (resolutions 42/12, 43/5, 44/4, 45/5, 46/12, 47/13, 48/22, 49/6,
50/14 and 52/3).

At its fifty-third session, the General Assembly decided to defer consideration of the
item to its fifty-fourth session (decision 53/408).

At its fifty-fourth session, the General Assembly urged the Economic Commission
for Latin America and the Caribbean, the United Nations Development Programme,
specialized agencies and other organizations, funds and programmes of the United
Nations system to continue and intensify their support for, and cooperation in the
activities of, the Latin American Economic System; requested both the Secretary-
General of the United Nations and the Permanent Secretary of the Latin American
Economic System to assess the implementation of the Agreement between the
United Nations and the Latin American Economic System and to report thereon to
the Assembly at its fifty-sixth session; and requested the Secretary-General to
submit to the Assembly at its fifty-sixth session a report on the implementation of
the resolution (resolution 54/8).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 54/8), A/56/171.

References for the fifty-fourth session (agenda item 32)

Report of the Secretary-General A/53/420

Draft resolution A/54/L.13 and Add.1
Plenary meeting A/54/PV.38
Resolution 54/8

Cooperation between the United Nations and the International
Organization of la Francophonie

The item entitled “Observer status for the Agency for Cultural and Technical
Cooperation in the General Assembly” was included in the agenda of the thirty-third
session of the General Assembly, in 1978, at the request of 21 Governments
(A/33/242). The Agency was granted observer status in the Assembly at its thirty-
third session (resolution 33/18).

The General Assembly considered the question at its fiftieth and fifty-second
sessions (resolutions 50/3 and 52/2).

At its fifty-third session, the General Assembly, on the proposal of the Secretary-
General, decided that the International Organization of la Francophonie would
participate, in the capacity of observer, in the sessions and the work of the General
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Assembly and its subsidiary organs, instead of the Agency for Cultural and
Technical Cooperation (decision 53/453).

At its fifty-fourth session, the General Assembly commended the International
Organization of la Francophonie for its efforts in relation to conflict prevention,
management and resolution, promotion of human rights and strengthening of
democracy and the rule of law, as well as its action in favour of the development of
multilateral cooperation among countries with French as a common language, and
requested United Nations bodies to give it their support; commended also the high-
level meetings held periodically between the secretariats of the United Nations and
the International Organization of la Francophonie, and advocated the participation of
those secretariats in major meetings of the two organizations; noted with satisfaction
the outcome of the meeting held in New York on 29 and 30 April 1999 between
senior officials of the two organizations to exchange information and coordinate
their action in certain of the organizations’ member countries affected by crises;
expressed its appreciation to the Secretary-General for including the International
Organization of la Francophonie in the periodic meetings he held with the heads of
regional organizations, and invited him to continue to do so, taking into account the
role it played in conflict prevention and support for democracy and the rule of law;
recommended to the United Nations and the International Organization of la
Francophonie that they should continue and intensify their consultations with a view
to ensuring greater coordination in the areas of conflict prevention, peace-building,
support for the rule of law and democracy and promotion of human rights; noted
with satisfaction the strengthening of collaboration between the United Nations and
the International Organization of la Francophonie in the area of electoral monitoring
and assistance, and advocated the strengthening of cooperation between the two
organizations in that area; requested the Secretary-General to encourage the holding
of periodic meetings between representatives of the United Nations Secretariat and
representatives of the secretariat of the International Organization of la
Francophonie in order to promote the exchange of information, coordination of
activities and identification of new areas of cooperation; invited the Secretary-
General to take the necessary steps, in consultation with the Secretary-General of
the International Organization of la Francophonie, to continue to promote
cooperation between the two organizations; invited the specialized agencies, funds
and programmes of the United Nations, as well as the regional commissions,
including the Economic Commission for Africa, to collaborate to that end with the
International Organization of la Francophonie by identifying new synergies in
favour of development; and requested the Secretary-General to submit to the
Assembly at its fifty-sixth session a report on the implementation of the resolution
(resolution 54/25).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 54/25).

References for the fifty-fourth session (agenda item 25)

Report of the Secretary-General A/54/397
Draft resolution A/54/L.25
Plenary meeting A/54/PV.53
Resolution 54/25
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Cooperation between the United Nations and the Council
of Europe

On 15 December 1951, the Council of Europe and the Secretariat of the United
Nations signed an Agreement and on 19 November 1971 updated it through the
Arrangement on Cooperation and Liaison between the secretariats of the United
Nations and the Council of Europe. The two organizations have continued to
cooperate on the aforementioned Agreement and Arrangement.

The item entitled “Cooperation between the United Nations and the Council of
Europe” was included as a supplementary item in the agenda of the fifty-fifth
session of the General Assembly, in 2000, at the request of Italy (A/55/19). At that
session, the General Assembly, inter alia, requested the Secretary-General to
continue exploring possibilities for further enhancement of cooperation, information
exchange and coordination between the United Nations and the Council of Europe;
and also requested the Secretary-General to submit to the Assembly at its fifty-sixth
session a report on cooperation between the two organizations in implementation of
the resolution (resolution 55/3).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 55/3).

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 170)

Letter dated 12 July 2000 from the Permanent Representative of Italy to the United
Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/55/191)

Draft resolution A/55/L.8 and Add.1
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.38
Resolution 55/3

Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization
of the Islamic Conference

The item entitled “Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization of
the Islamic Conference” was included in the agenda of the thirty-fifth session of the
General Assembly, in 1980, at the request of Pakistan (A/35/192).

The General Assembly considered the item at its thirty-fifth to fifty-fourth sessions
(resolutions 35/36, 36/23, 37/4, 38/4, 39/7, 40/4, 41/3, 42/4, 43/2, 44/8, 45/9, 46/13,
47/18, 48/24, 49/15, 50/17, 51/18, 52/14, 53/16 and 54/7).

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly, inter alia, requested the United
Nations and the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) to continue to
cooperate in their common search for solutions to global problems; welcomed the
efforts of the United Nations and OIC to continue to strengthen cooperation between
the two organizations in areas of common concern and to review the ways and
means for enhancing the actual mechanisms of such cooperation; welcomed the
efforts of the secretariats of the two organizations to strengthen information
exchange, coordination and cooperation between them in areas of mutual interest in
the political field and their ongoing consultations with a view to developing the



A/56/100

26.

modalities of such cooperation; also welcomed the periodic high-level meetings
between the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Secretary-General of
OIC, as well as between senior secretariat officials of the two organizations, and
encouraged their participation in important meetings of the two organizations;
encouraged the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations
system to continue to expand their cooperation with the subsidiary organs and
specialized and affiliated institutions of OIC, particularly by negotiating cooperation
agreements, and invited them to multiply the contacts and meetings of the focal
points for cooperation in priority areas of interest to the United Nations and OIC;
urged the United Nations and other organizations of the United Nations system,
especially the lead agencies, to provide increased technical and other forms of
assistance to OIC and its subsidiary organs and specialized and affiliated institutions
in order to enhance cooperation; and requested the Secretary-General to report to the
Assembly at its fifty-sixth session on the state of cooperation between the United
Nations and OIC (resolution 55/9).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 55/9).

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 24)

Report of the Secretary-General A/55/368
Draft resolution A/55/L.17
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.44
Resolution 55/9

Cooperation between the United Nations and the League
of Arab States

This item was included in the agenda of the thirty-sixth session of the General
Assembly, in 1981, at the request of Algeria (A/36/196). At that session, the
Assembly reaffirmed its resolution 477 (V), in which it requested the Secretary-
General of the United Nations to invite the Secretary-General of the League of Arab
States (LAS) to attend sessions of the Assembly as an observer, and decided to
invite the League to participate in the sessions and the work of the Assembly and of
its subsidiary organs as an observer (resolution 36/24).

At its thirty-seventh to fifty-fourth sessions, the General Assembly continued its
consideration of the item (resolutions 37/17, 38/6, 39/9, 40/5, 41/4, 42/5, 43/3, 44/7,
45/82,46/24,47/12, 48/21, 49/14, 50/16, 51/20, 52/5, 53/8 and 54/9).

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly, inter alia, requested the Secretary-
General to continue his efforts to strengthen cooperation and coordination between
the United Nations and other organizations and agencies of the United Nations
system and LAS and its specialized organizations; called upon the specialized
agencies and other organizations and programmes of the United Nations system to
intensify cooperation with LAS and its specialized organizations in certain priority
sectors; requested the Secretary-General of the United Nations, in cooperation with
the Secretary-General of LAS, to encourage periodic consultation between
representatives of the Secretariat of the United Nations and the General Secretariat
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of LAS in order to review and strengthen coordination mechanisms; reaffirmed that
a general meeting between representatives of the United Nations system and LAS
should be held once every two years, and joint inter-agency sectoral meetings should
be convened on a biennial basis to address priority areas of major importance to the
development of the Arab States; also reaffirmed the importance of holding the next
general meeting on cooperation between the representatives of the secretariats of
organizations of the United Nations system and of the General Secretariat of LAS
and its specialized organizations during 2001; and requested the Secretary-General
to submit to the Assembly at its fifty-sixth session a report on the implementation of
the resolution (resolution 55/10).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 55/10).

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 25)

Report of the Secretary-General A/55/401

Draft resolution A/55/L.18 and Add.1
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.44
Resolution 55/10

Cooperation between the United Nations and the
Inter-Parliamentary Union'

This item was included in the agenda of the fiftieth session of the General
Assembly, in 1995, at the request of Senegal (A/50/141 and Corr. 1 and 2 and Add.
1-3). The Assembly considered the item at that session and at its fifty-first to fifty-
fourth sessions (resolutions 50/15, 51/7, 52/7, 53/13 and 54/12).

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly welcomed the efforts made by the
Inter-Parliamentary Union to provide for a greater parliamentary contribution and
enhanced support to the United Nations, and called for the cooperation between the
two organizations to be consolidated further; requested the Secretary-General, in
consultation with Member States and with the Inter-Parliamentary Union, to explore
ways in which a new and strengthened relationship might be established between the
Inter-Parliamentary Union, the General Assembly and its subsidiary organs, and to
report thereon to the Assembly by May 2001; and also requested the Secretary-
General to submit a report to the Assembly at its fifty-sixth session on the various
aspects of cooperation between the United Nations and the Inter-Parliamentary
Union (resolution 55/19).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 55/19), A/55/996.
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References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 26)

Report of the Secretary-General A/55/409

Draft resolution A/55/L.20 and Add.1
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.55
Resolution 55/19

Cooperation between the United Nations and the Economic
Community of Central African States

The item entitled “Cooperation between the United Nations and the Economic
Community of Central African States” was included in the agenda of the fifty-fifth
session of the General Assembly as an additional item, at the request of Equatorial
Guinea (A/55/233).

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly requested the Secretary-General to
establish cooperation between the United Nations and the Economic Community of
Central African States; welcomed the support provided by the Secretary-General to
the States members of the Community in strengthening confidence-building
measures and promoting human rights, the rule of law and democratic institutions,
in implementation of the programme of work of the United Nations Standing
Advisory Committee on Security Questions in Central Africa; requested the
Secretary-General to extend support to all fields to be covered in the framework of
cooperation between the United Nations system and the Community so as to
facilitate the operation of the early warning mechanism in Central Africa as a tool
for preventing armed conflicts and to establish a subregional parliament and centre
for human rights and democracy in Central Africa; and requested the Secretary-
General to submit to the Assembly at its fifty-sixth session a report on the
implementation of the resolution (resolution 55/22).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 55/22).

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 180)

Draft resolution A/55/L.6/Rev.1 and Add.1
Plenary meetings A/55/PV.31 and 58
Resolution 55/22

Cooperation between the United Nations and the Economic
Cooperation Organization

The Economic Cooperation Organization was granted observer status in the General
Assembly at the forty-eighth session, in 1993 (resolution 48/2). The Assembly
considered the item at its fiftieth to fifty-fourth sessions (resolutions 50/1, 51/21,
52/19, 53/15 and 54/100).
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At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly stressed the importance of
cooperation between the United Nations system and the Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO); noted with satisfaction the increasing cooperation between
ECO and the World Trade Organization and between ECO and the relevant
international financial institutions; invited the United Nations system, its relevant
bodies and the international community to continue to provide technical assistance,
as appropriate, to the States members of ECO and its secretariat; and requested the
Secretary-General to submit to the Assembly at its fifty-sixth session a report on the
implementation of the resolution (resolution 55/42).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 55/42), A/56/122.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 28)

Report of the Secretary-General A/55/122

Draft resolution A/55/L.22/Rev.1
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.70
Resolution 55/42

Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe

The item entitled “Coordination of the activities of the United Nations and the
Conference on Security and Cooperation in FEurope” was included as a
supplementary item in the agenda of the forty-seventh session of the General
Assembly, in 1992, at the request of Czechoslovakia (A/47/192). The Conference
was granted observer status in the Assembly at the forty-eighth session (resolution
48/5).

At the Budapest Summit Meeting in December 1994, the participating States
decided to change the name, with effect from 1 January 1995, from Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Europe to Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE).

The General Assembly considered the item at its forty-ninth to fifty-fourth sessions
(resolutions 49/13, 50/87, 51/57, 52/20, 53/85 and 54/117).

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly noted with appreciation the further
improvement of cooperation and coordination between the United Nations and its
agencies and OSCE; welcomed the participation of the Deputy Secretary-General in
the meeting of the Ministerial Council of OSCE in Vienna in November 2000 and
the participation of high-level United Nations representatives in meetings of OSCE;
encouraged further efforts of OSCE to foster security and stability in its region
through early warning, conflict prevention, crisis management and post-conflict
rehabilitation, as well as through continued promotion of democracy, the rule of law,
human rights and fundamental freedoms; encouraged the intention of OSCE to
create an environment in which the dignity, well-being, safety and human rights of
all people were ensured; welcomed the documents of the Ministerial Council on
enhancing the efforts of OSCE to combat trafficking in human beings and on the
illicit trafficking in and the destabilizing accumulation and uncontrolled spread of
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small arms and light weapons; also welcomed the continued close cooperation
between OSCE and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees and the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights; further
welcomed the admission of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia into OSCE on 10
November 2000 and commended its commitment to the principles and standards of
OSCE; noted with appreciation the readiness of OSCE to assist the Yugoslav people
to that end and the preparedness of the Yugoslav Government to have a presence of
OSCE in the country, and welcomed the steps undertaken by the Government to
ensure an early amnesty for all political prisoners; expressed its appreciation for the
contribution by OSCE to the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in
Kosovo in implementing Security Council resolution 1244 (1999); commended
OSCE for its substantial role in the preparation and organization of the local
elections in Kosovo; welcomed the role of OSCE in the General Framework
Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, in particular in the fields of human
rights and judicial and police reform, and commended OSCE for its substantial role
in the preparation and organization of elections in Bosnia and Herzegovina;
welcomed the implementation of the Stability Pact for South-Eastern Europe under
the auspices of OSCE and also welcomed the commitment of participating States of
OSCE to contribute further to the goals of the Stability Pact; fully supported the
activities of OSCE to achieve a peaceful solution to the conflict in and around the
Nagorny-Karabakh region of the Republic of Azerbaijan; welcomed efforts
undertaken in 2000 to strengthen cooperation between OSCE and the United Nations
in Georgia, and with regard to Abkhazia, Georgia, welcomed the completion of the
joint assessment mission to the Gali district to evaluate conditions for the return of
refugees and internally displaced persons to their former places of permanent
residence; fully supported the efforts of OSCE aimed at achieving a settlement of
the problems in the Transdniestrian region of the Republic of Moldova; welcomed
the establishment of enhanced dialogue between OSCE and the Central Asian
participating States; also welcomed the discussions on cooperation of the United
Nations, the European Union and OSCE with regard to rapid response mechanisms;
further welcomed the fact that Thailand had become a new Partner for Cooperation
of OSCE; and requested the Secretary-General to continue exploring with the
Chairman-in-Office and the Secretary-General of OSCE possibilities for further
enhancement of cooperation between the two organizations; and requested the
Secretary-General to submit to the Assembly at its fifty-sixth session a report on the
implementation of the resolution (resolution 55/179).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 55/179).

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 29)

Report of the Secretary-General A/55/98

Draft resolution A/55/L.69 and Add.1
Amendment A/55/L.70

Plenary meetings A/55/PV.39 and 86
Resolution 55/179
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Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization of
African Unity

The question of cooperation between the United Nations and OAU was first
considered by the General Assembly at its twentieth session, in 1965 (resolution
2011 (XX)).

At the twenty-first, twenty-second, twenty-fourth and twenty-sixth sessions, the
question of cooperation between the two organizations continued to be considered
by the General Assembly, but it was focused on specific areas (resolutions
2103 (XXI), 2193 (XXII), 2505 (XXIV) and 2863 (XXVI)).

At its twenty-seventh to fifty-fourth sessions, the General Assembly considered the
question in the broader context of cooperation between OAU, on the one hand, and
the United Nations, the specialized agencies and other organizations within the
United Nations system on the other (resolutions 2962 (XXVII), 3066 (XXVIII),
3280 (XXIX), 3412 (XXX), 31/13, 32/19, 33/27, 34/21, 35/117, 36/80, 37/15, 38/5,
39/8, 40/20, 41/8, 42/9, 43/12, 44/17, 45/13, 46/20, 47/148, 48/25, 49/64, 50/158,
51/151, 52/20, 53/91 and 54/94).

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly encouraged the Secretary-General to
strengthen the capacity of the United Nations Liaison Office with OAU; welcomed
the continuing participation in and constructive contribution of OAU to the work of
the United Nations, its organs and specialized agencies, and called upon the two
organizations to enhance the involvement of OAU in all United Nations activities
concerning Africa; called upon the Secretary-General closely to involve OAU in the
implementation of the commitments contained in the United Nations Millennium
Declaration, especially those that related to meeting the special needs of Africa;
requested the Secretary-General to take the necessary measures to implement the
recommendations of the annual meeting of the two organizations held in Addis
Ababa on 10 and 11 April 2000; requested the United Nations to intensify its
assistance to OAU in strengthening the institutional and operational capacity of its
Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution, in particular in
the development of its early warning system, technical assistance and training of
civilian and military personnel, exchange and coordination of information, logistical
support and mobilization of financial support; urged the United Nations to
encourage donor countries, in consultation with OAU, to contribute to adequate
funding, training and logistical support for African countries in their efforts to
enhance their peacekeeping capabilities; called upon the United Nations agencies to
intensify the coordination of their regional programmes in Africa to ensure the
effective harmonization of their programmes with those of the African regional and
subregional economic organizations and contribute to creating a positive
environment for economic development and investment; called upon the
international community to support and enhance the capacity of African countries to
take advantage of the opportunities offered by globalization and to overcome the
challenges it posed; called upon the United Nations to support actively the efforts of
OAU in urging the donor community and, where appropriate, multilateral
institutions to strive to meet the agreed target of 0.7 per cent of gross national
product for official development assistance, to implement fully, speedily and
effectively the enhanced programme of debt relief for the heavily indebted poor
countries, and to achieve the goal of securing debt relief in a comprehensive and
effective manner in favour of African countries through various national and
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international measures designed to make their debt sustainable in the long term;
called upon all Member States and regional and international organizations, as well
as non-governmental organizations, to provide additional assistance to OAU and
those Governments in Africa concerned with the problems of refugees, returnees and
displaced persons; called upon the relevant organizations of the United Nations
system to ensure the effective and equitable representation of African men and
women at senior and policy levels at their respective headquarters and in their
regional field of operations; and requested the Secretary-General to report to the
Assembly at its fifty-sixth session on the implementation of the resolution (55/218).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 55/218).

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 27)

Report of the Secretary-General A/55/498

Draft resolution A/55/L.67

Plenary meetings A/55/PV.53 and 88
Resolution 55/218

Cooperation between the United Nations and the Preparatory
Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban
Treaty Organization

This question was included as a supplementary item in the agenda of the fifty-fourth
session of the General Assembly, in 1999, at the request of Austria (A/54/191). At
that session, the Assembly invited the Secretary-General to take the appropriate
steps to conclude with the Executive Secretary of the Preparatory Commission for
the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization an agreement to regulate
the relationship between the United Nations and the Preparatory Commission, to be
submitted to the General Assembly for its approval (resolution 54/65).

On 26 May 2000, the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Executive
Secretary of the Preparatory Commission signed the Agreement, which was then
submitted by the Secretary-General to the General Assembly for its approval
(A/54/884, annex). At its 98th plenary meeting, on 15 June 2000, the General
Assembly approved the Agreement (resolution 54/280).

At the request of Austria (A/54/966), the General Assembly decided to include in
the draft agenda of its fifty-fifth session, the item entitled “Cooperation between the
United Nations and the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty Organization” (decision 54/501).

In accordance with the provisions of article IV, paragraph 1, of the Agreement to
Regulate the Relationship between the United Nations and the Preparatory
Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization, the
Executive Secretary of the Preparatory Commission submitted a report covering the
year 1999 through the Secretary-General (A/55/433).

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly decided to include the item in the
provisional agenda of its fifty-sixth session (decision 55/408).
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No advance documentation is expected.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 177)

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Executive Secretary of
the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBT/PC-11/1/Annex III) (A/55/433)

Draft resolution A/55/L.5
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.44
Decision 55/408

Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization for
the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons®

This question was included as an additional item in the agenda of the fifty-first
session of the General Assembly, in 1997, at the request of the Netherlands
(A/51/238). At that session, the Assembly invited the Secretary-General to take
steps to conclude with the Director-General of the Technical Secretariat of the
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons an agreement between the
United Nations and the organization to regulate the relationship between the two
organizations, to be applied provisionally upon signature, pending the completion of
procedures necessary for its entry into force, and to present the negotiated draft
relationship agreement to the General Assembly for its approval (resolution 51/230).

At its fifty-fifth session, at the request of the Netherlands (A/55/234), the General
Assembly decided to include in the agenda of that session an additional item entitled
“Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons” and to consider it directly in plenary meeting (decision
55/458).

On 17 October 2000, the Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations and the
Director-General of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
signed the Agreement concerning the Relationship between the United Nations and
the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons. The Agreement was then
submitted by the Secretary-General to the General Assembly for its approval
(A/55/988).

No advance documentation is expected.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda items 181 and 8)

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the Agreement concerning the
Relationship between the United Nations and the Organization for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons (A/55/988)

Plenary meetings A/55/PV.35, 38 and 89
Decision 55/458
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3S.

Final review and appraisal of the implementation of the United
Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s

At its forty-sixth session, in 1991, the General Assembly adopted the conclusions of
the final review and appraisal of the implementation of the United Nations
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990,
consisting of the assessment of the implementation of the Programme of Action and
the United Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s
(resolution 46/151). The Assembly continued its consideration of the question at its
forty-eighth to fifty-third sessions (resolutions 48/214, 49/142, 50/160 A and B,
51/32 and 53/90).

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly reaffirmed its decision contained in
resolution 54/234 to consider, at its fifty-sixth session, the modalities for
undertaking the final review and appraisal of the United Nations New Agenda for
the Development of Africa in the 1990s, taking into account the mid-term review of
the New Agenda, agreed conclusions 1999/2 and decision 1999/270 adopted by the
Economic and Social Council at its substantive session of 1999, and section VII of
the United Nations Millennium Declaration (resolution 55/216).

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 55/216).

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 30)

Report of the Secretary-General A/55/350 and Add.1
Draft resolution A/55/L.68 and Add.1
Plenary meeting A/55/PV.88
Resolution 55/216

Building a peaceful and better world through sport and the
Olympic ideal

The item entitled “Building a peaceful and better world through sport” was included
in the agenda of the forty-eighth session of the General Assembly, in 1993, at the
request of the Permanent Representative of Egypt to the United Nations, in his
capacity as Chairman of the Organization of African Unity (A/48/237).

The General Assembly considered the item at its forty-eighth to fiftieth and fifty-
second sessions (resolutions 48/11, 49/29, 50/13 and 52/21 and decisions 50/486 and
52/460). At its forty-ninth session, the Assembly decided to include an item entitled
“Building a peaceful and better world through sport and the Olympic ideal” in the
provisional agenda of its fiftieth session (resolution 49/29).

At its fifty-fourth session, the General Assembly, inter alia, requested the Secretary-
General to promote the observance of the Olympic Truce among Member States,
drawing the attention of world public opinion to the contribution such a truce would
make to the promotion of international understanding and the preservation of peace
and goodwill, and to cooperate with the International Olympic Committee in the
realization of that objective; and decided to include the item in the provisional
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agenda of its fifty-sixth session and to consider it before the XIX Olympic Winter
Games, to be held at Salt Lake City, United States of America, in 2002 (resolution
54/34). The Assembly also took note of the solemn appeal made by the President of
the General Assembly on 1 September 2000 in connection with the observance of
the Olympic Truce (A/54/971) (decision 54/487).

No advance documentation is expected.

References for the fifty-fourth session (agenda item 22)

Draft resolution A/54/L.26 and Add.1
Plenary meetings A/54/PV.63 and 100
Resolution 54/34

Decision 54/487

Review of the problem of human immunodeficiency virus/acquired
immunodeficiency syndrome in all its aspects'

This item was included in the agenda of the fifty-fourth session of the General
Assembly, in 2000, as an additional item, at the request of Costa Rica, the Czech
Republic, Ukraine and Zimbabwe (A/54/238). At that session, the Assembly decided
to convene a special session of the General Assembly for a duration of three days to
review and address the problem of HIV/AIDS in all its aspects and to coordinate and
intensify international efforts to combat it (resolution 54/283).

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly took note of the report of the Fifth
Committee on the programme budget implications of Assembly resolution 54/283
(decision 55/409). It also decided to convene, as a matter of urgency, the special
session on HIV/AIDS from 25 to 27 June 2001, open for participation to all States
Members of the United Nations and observers (resolution 55/13).

At its resumed fifty-fifth session in February 2001, the General Assembly decided to
adopt the organizational arrangements for its special session on HIV/AIDS
contained in the annex to the resolution (resolution 55/242).

Also at its resumed fifty-fifth session in February, May and June 2001, the General
Assembly approved the civil society organizations not in consultative status with the
Economic and Social Council seeking accreditation to the special session of the
General Assembly on HIV/AIDS (decisions 55/460 A to C).

At its resumed fifty-fifth session in May 2001, the General Assembly decided to
recommend to the Assembly at its twenty-sixth special session the adoption of the
provisional agenda of that session contained in the annex to the resolution
(resolution 55/256).

The twenty-sixth special session of the General Assembly was held in New York
from 25 to 27 June 2001, to review and address the problem of HIV/AIDS in all its
aspects, as well as to secure a global commitment to enhancing coordination and the
intensification of national, regional and international efforts to combat it in a
comprehensive manner. On 27 June 2001, at its twenty-sixth special session, the
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General Assembly adopted a Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS (resolution
S-26/2, annex).

No advance documentation is expected.

References for the fifty-fifth session (agenda item 179)

Report of the Secretary-General on the special session of the General Assembly on
HIV/AIDS (A/55/779)

Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions on
the programme budget for the biennium 2000-2001: review of the problem of
HIV/AIDS in all its aspects (A/55/376)

Summary records A/C.5/55/SR.2 and 6

Report of the Fifth Committee A/55/529

Draft resolutions A/55/L.13 and Add.1, A/55/L.76 and
A/55/L.83

Plenary meetings A/55/PV.50, 51, 92, 93,100, 101 and 104

Resolutions 55/13, 55/242 and 55/256

Decisions 55/409 and 55/460 A to C

United Nations Year of Dialogue among Civilizations

The item entitled “Dialogue among civilizations” was included as an additional item
in the agenda of the fifty-third session of the General Assembly, in 1998, at the
request of the Islamic Republic of Iran (A/53/233). At that session, the General
Assembly proclaimed the year 2001 as the United Nations Year of Dialogue among
Civilizations (resolution 53/22).

The General Assembly considered the item at its fifty-fourth session (resolution
54/113).

At its fifty-fifth session, the General Assembly called upon Governments to
encourage all members of society to take part in promoting dialogue among
civilizations and provide them with an opportunity to make contributions to the
United Nations Year of Dialogue among Civilizations; encouraged all Member
States, regional and international organizations, civil society and non-governmental
organizations to continue to develop appropriate initiatives at all levels to promote
dialogue in all fields with a view to fostering mutual recognition and understanding
among and within civilizations; invited all Governments, funding institutions, civil
society organizations and the private sector to consider contributing to the Trust
Fund established by the Secretary-General in 1999 to promote dialogue among
civilizations; and requested the Secretary-General to submit to the Assembly at its
fifty-sixth session a report on the prospect of dialogue among civilizations and the
activities pertaining to the United Nations Year of Dialogue among Civilizations
(resolution 55/23).

At its resumed fifty-fifth session in May 2001, the General Assembly condemned all
acts or threats of violence, destruction, damage or endangerment, directed against
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religious sites as such, that continued to occur in the world; called upon all States to
exert their utmost efforts to ensure that religious sites were fully respected and
protected in conformity with international standards and in accordance with their
national legislation, and to adopt adequate measures aimed at preventing such acts
or threats of violence, and invited relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations to contribute to those efforts; encouraged all States, relevant
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and the media to promote a
culture of tolerance and respect for the diversity of religions and for religious sites;
and requested the Secretary-General to devote, in consultation with the relevant
bodies of the United Nations system, attention to the issue of protection of religious
sites in his forthcoming reports related to the 