\United Nations ~ Nations Unies D [
CERNERAML  ASENBE Vg
ASSEMBLY GENERALE

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

SPECTAL COMMITTEE ON PALESTINE
SUMMARY RECORD OF THF THIRD MEETTNG (PRIVATE)

Held at Lake Success, Tuesday, 3 June 1947, at 11:25 a.m.

Present:
Chairman: Mr. Sandstrom. (Sweden)
Mr. Hood (Anstralia)
Mr. Rand - (Canada)
Mr, Lisicky (Czechoslovakia)
Mr, Garcia Granados (Guabtemala)
Sir Abdur Rahmen " (India)
" Mr. Entezam : (Iran)
' Mr. Blom (I\Ietherlands)
sndl ©+  Mr, Ullca {Peru)
Mr, Fontaina (Urnguay)
Mr. Brile] ' {Yugoslavia)
Secretariat: Mr. Hoo (Aseigtant Secretary-Genoral)
Mr. Garcla Robles (Secretary)
Mr. Cohen (Consultant)

The CHAIRMAN called the meeting to order.

1, Adopti(on of the Agenda

The agenda was adopted.

2, Pu. ..u.icitv Concerning Arrival of 'tl"e Specigl Committee in Pa.lestme.

Worleirng Paper N° 6 was oonsid.ered and adopted with the following
amendment  proposed by Sir Abdur Rahman,(India): -that the words “to
be given" be added at the end of the last paragraph.

3. Consicderatlon of Draft Rules of Procedure Reconmended for Adoption
by the Premratory Vorking Group.

Discussion followed on Working Paper N° 23
I CHAIRMAN VICE- CHAIRMAI\I AND RAPPOR'I‘EUR
Rule l vas adopted with the amendmsnt nut forward by the delegate
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for the Natherlénds, the words "and Rapporteurs" being added at the end
of line 2.

Rule 2. After considering deletion of this Rule, the Committee
adovted 1t w1thout amoncment. |

| Rule 3 was adopted without dlscussion.

Rulé ;. After discussion a8 to the meaning of Rule 31 of the
Provisional Rules of Procedure for the General Assembly, thg}rulé.was
adopted with slight ohgnges of wording (See document A/AC.lé/?).

" IT. LANGUAGES

Rule 5 was adopted.

Ruls 6. After some discussion as to the responsibility of the
Secretarliat for providing interpreters, Rule 6 was adopted with

i s

substitution of the word "interpreters” for "interpretation".

(See docnment A/AC.13 /7 T‘Q?,

Rule 7 was adopted.

Rule 8. Mr. BRILEJ (Yugoslavie) said that a complete record of
all testimony should be available both to the Committee and the
General Assembly and suggested as an amendment that "Verbatim records
ghall be male of all hearings".

' Mr. ENTEZAM (Iren) pointed.cut that when this quedtion had been
discuseed in the W6rking Group it had been indicated that a very :
considerable additionasl staff would be needed if verbatim vécords
were to be published, All hearings would be taken down verbatim'ﬁut
they would not necessarily beféé reproduced or publighéd.in the“
Comittee's report. | ‘ ) '

Sir Abdur RAEMAN (India) considered it assential ££at aii
) testlmony shoulu be recorded 5g“§§§enso or at least fhat a copy of
the verbatim record should be made available to any rapresentative
who asked for it.

/M, BOGD
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Mr, HOOD (Austrelia) agreed that each member of the Comittee should
have ahYErpatim record of the evidence for draftipg.the-feport.~

' A;ter,conside;able discussion, an amended version of Rule B waé
adopted (See document A/AC,13/7). |

Rules 9 and 10 were adopted without discussion.

Rulg 11. An explanation was given by Mf. Garcia ROBLES (Secretary) of
the term "verbal briefings'. Mvr. COHEN (4ssistant Secretary-General in
Charge of Public Information), who.was present as consultant, requested
that the Press Officer who would accompany the Commititee to Palestine be

authorized to give the Freus a verbal briefing of meetings without V
- previous app&oval.py the Chalrman, He assured the Committee that
confldence could be placed in the discr@tion of fhe Press OIficer.

My, ENTEZAM (Iran) supported the proposal and adde@.that if the
Press Officer proved unworthy of the confidence placed in him the
Committee could make-othér arrangements,

My, BLOM (Netherlands)_ésked how.the system would epply to clossd
meetings.

ﬁr‘ COHEN (Assistant Secretary-General) replied that verbal brisfings
would he given‘immediatgi}‘after such meetings had adjourned, hut thé
Conmittes could decide that any part of its prqoeédings should he omltted
from_the vérbal briefing or.replaced by a communique issued by the
Chairman when neoeésary, , . v |

The CHAIRMAN considered the wording of Rule 11 as'it stood'coﬁld noﬁ
be put Into effect since 1t was not practicable for a verbal briefing
to be ”previously apprdyed“ by the Chairman,

Aféer further discussion, en emended version of Rule 11 was adofted.

(Ses document A/AC.13/7). .

f¥r. COEDN
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Mr, COHEN (Assistant Secretafwaeneral) then asked if’radio transnlssi
of important meetings might be ma&e and the Committee sgreed to this
proposal, The Committee also agresd to his suggestion that coverage of
public meetings should be extendsd to representatlves of large internatlona
organlzations.

V., CONIUCT OF BUSINESS

Rules 12 to 19 were adopted.

Rule 20, Mr., HOOD (Australia) consideréd thet £m‘é Bule wvas
umnecessarily rigid for a small committee éuch a8 the Special Committee
and favoured deletlen, | | ‘

Mr, Garcis GRANADOS (Guatemala) suggested deletion of part of Rula 20,
but after some discussion the Rule was adopted without change. |

Rules 21 and 22 were adopted, |

Rule 23, Considerable discusslon took place‘on the pfoceanrg involved
in this rule,

Aftex clarifioation, fhe Rule wasvadopted without dhahée.

VI, VOTING |

Rule 24. During discuesion of this Rule Mr, BLOM (Netherlands)
sugaasted that a Rule corresponding to Rule él of the Pravisional Rules
of Procedure for the General‘Assembly might be adopted, Réferencé was also
made to the role of the Chalrman in voting end attention drawn to Rule 30
of the General Asgembly Rules, Mr, HOO (Assistant Secretérvaeneral)
pointed cut that under the Rules of the Trusteeship Council a délsgate who
16 Chairman may ask an alternate to take‘his place as delegate. |

After further discussion, Rule 24 was adopted without change.

/Rule 25 was adopted.
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Rule 25 was adopted. ]

Rule 26. At the suggestion of Mr, LISIGKY (Czechoslovekis) o
Committee agroed to delete the words "or by standing" and the Rule was |
adopted. | |

Rules 27 and 28 were adopted.

| VII, SUB-COMMITTEFS AND SECRETARIAT

Rule 29. -Mr. BRILEJ (Yugoslavia) ﬁskeﬁ'hdw‘the composition qf'“
sub~committees would be determihéd.‘ | o

Mr. LISICKY (Czechoéloﬁakia)‘Gonéideréd that sdb;committees.would
be.selected, like the Special Committée'itsélf, 6n‘the basis éf coun%ry
and not of person. . ' |

The CHAIRMAN suggestéd thaf the composition of any sub~committes
might be determined by the nature of the quéstioﬁ'unAer review,

Mr, ENTEZAM (Iran) agreed. that members of any sub-committes would
represgent thelr regpective governments but he congldered that_in,choosing
& glven sub-committee the Committee would have regard forvpersonal .
competence. He emphasized that a sub-committee would not take decisions
but would report findings to the Committee.

Mr. BRILEJ (Yugoslavia) considered that each member of thé'Committ;e
had sgqual responsibilities which could be discharged only if eaéh memﬁer ‘
had the same right of 'Parti_cipaﬁion in all activities of the Committes.

Mr. Garcla GRANADCS (Guatemala:) referred to the practice of the Panfkﬁericaﬁ
Union whicﬁ enqbles any delegate,‘upon reguest,ftq pafticipate in eny -
subwcommitfge. - |

Mr. ﬁdob (Austfalié) indicated that a similar practice had been
fol}owed by the Coﬁmissioh of Invastigation.concerningfGreek‘Froptier

Tncidents established by the Security Cpuncil.

/on the proposal
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On ‘the pvonosal of Mr ENTFZAM (Iran), the Committes agreed to
adopt Rule 29 as it stood with the understandlng that any‘member of the
Committee might parbicipate in the wdrk of anJ sub-comul ttee .

Rule 30 was adopted with minor drafting changes (se6 document
A/80.13/7). o |

VIII. LIAISON OFFICERS AND INTERROGATION OF WITNESSES

The éﬁAIRMAN pointed ot that this Rule had been adopted &t -the

‘second meeting of the Committee (sea document A/AC. 13/7 Rule 31). -
IX. ORAL AND VRITTEN TESTTHONY |

The CEAIRMAN indicated that these Bules had also been adopted at the

second meeting of the Committes (see document A/Ac.13/7: Rules 32-37).
| X. AMENDMENTD |

Rule 31 ves adopted with the addition of the Words 'or suspended”
after amended" o

The Committee‘agreed td reconvene at 3 30 p.n. and the nmeeting was

suspended at 2; lO p m.

- -

(The meeting r@dpened.at 3:40 p.m.).
The CHAIRMAN began the.discussion,with a referénce‘do thérprovision
 regarding lialson officers as set out in Rule 31 of the Committes's |
Provisional Rules bf Procedure, Ha suggested that in order to avold
possible uncertalinty concerning the apﬁlicability of the Rule to tﬁe
Paleatine Goverrment the words "the Mandatory.Power" might be deleted fronm
the‘Rule. : | |

Sir ABDUR RAHMAN (India) considered that no distinction should be

made hetween the three parties mentioned in Rule 31l.

/Mr. LISICKY
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. Mr, LISICKY (Czechoslovakia) considercd thore wes no real distinction
in pra¢tice betwecen the Mondatory Power and the Palestine Govermment,
The CHATRMAN said that any noccesery edjustmonts could doubtless be
discussed lator and withdrow his proposﬁl.

Documentoticn

Aport from the documents prepered by the Scerctariat, and those which
the Mendatory Pover would place at the disposcl of tho Committoo, tho
CHAIRMAN asked whother membors desired to appoint amy epecially qualified .
porsons to assist them in their work.

“Most membors of the Committoe agrocd that the appointment of two
experts on Palestinien probloms would be of éreat assistonco, and
Sir. ABDUR RAHMAN (India) sugmested that tho persons appointed should be
selocted from diffcront groups so as to holp the Committoe to form an
Ppbiasod opinion,

The . CHAIRMAN asked vhother some nomes might be suggested but it
wos decided to postpone seloction until tho Committec was in a position
to bo»informea regoarding guelifications cof posgible appointeos.

Mf. Goercila ROBIES (Scerstory) reforred to the thrce volumes of
docunentaticn prepared by the Secrotariat and suggestod that Volume I
(a liet of documents ovailable in the Referemce Library on Polestine
together with subject indox) might be cxaminod by the delogates, IT
thoy desired any cdditional documents to bo mado aveilable, the Secrstexict
woul@ﬂso“arrange.

Mr, HOOD (Australin) sald that he had beon rocelving - no doubt in
conmon Vith othor mcmbers of the Committeo and perhaps with the
Secrotariat - written materiel in regord to Palestine. He askod whether
arrongements existcd for such moterial to be examined ond circulated to

the Committee.
[¥r. Gorcic ROBLES
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Mr. Garcia ROBLES (Sbcretary) atated that‘ahy“éppfopriate documents
received would be made avallable.

Mr. IISPICKY {Czechoslovakia) enquizred whether ény material, subsequert
to the Anglo-Americaen Comulttes's Report, was availsble concerning th'é’» :
current situtafion in.Pélestine. |

After some discussion 1t was agreed‘thét the Setretariat should
prepere: a paper glving i‘nf‘ormatio’ri on the most recent developments in
Palestine. : ‘ o

Mr. HOOD (Australia) asked what would be the Secretariat's prooédufe
for clrculating decumentation,

Mr, Garcile ROBIES (Sécretary) requested the views of thé Commi ttes
regarding the size of the Secreﬁ-ariatf ‘gtalf which he sald v}ould have to
be conslderably increased iY copies.of'allf dccﬁmen‘ts wera to be prévi&ed
to each member of the Committes. “Hs referred to Rule 37 of the Provisional

z
Rules of Procedure which dmplied that written testimony would be first
investigated by a sub—committee "Tor study and report”

Mr, ENTE 17AM (Iran) pointed out that menbers of such a sub-committee |
would reguire copies of each document.

he understending was reached that docunents WOuld‘Ee made available
as required by: the needs of the Committee.

Itinerayy In Palestine

The CHATRMAN wished to have the sense of the Committee~§n his proposa]
that scome hrief excursions into.tﬁa country should be wadse from Jeruéalenl
shortly,éfter arrival in order that members might become familier with
general cpnditioné and have an opportunity to tést out public opinion.

The Committee agreed with the Chelrmen's proposal,

Schedule of Meetings of the Committee prior to departure for Palestine '

Mr. HOO (Assiatant Secretary-CGeneral) suggested that the‘Commitfé;
might not wish to meet again until Saturday, 7 June in order to allow
time for replies to be recelved and circulated from organizations ragues-t;

/oral
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oral hearings. After further discussion,‘the Committee decided to meet
again on Friday, 6 June, &t 3.30 p.m. in Conference Room 7.

Travel arrangzemsnts

The Committee then discsussed with Mr, Alerander (Administrative Officer)
arrangements for the Jourmey to Palestine.

The meeting adjourned at 5.00 p.m.

- -





