United Nations Nations Unies

GENERAL ASSEMBLEE ~ +/iC.13/5R.7
ASSEMBLY GENERALE 23 June L9UT
ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

ol ulInd CCwiITTor OR PaLeSTINE
sUl Y ELCORD O THo SLVsNTH MEoTING (PRIVATE)

Held at the Y.IM.C.s, Building, Jerusalem,
en Tuesday, 17 June 1947 &t 9:30 a.m,

Progsent

Chirnirman: o, Sandstrom (Sweden)
r+, Hood (australicz) ;
L, Hand (Canada)
bate Lisicky (Czechoqlovakla)
ix, Gareia Granados (Guatemela)
i sbdur Rohman (India)
L. shtezam ¢ (Iran)
i, blom (Netherlonds)”
o Goarcia Szlazer (Feru)
it Fabregot {Uruguay)
b Brile] , (Yugoslavia)
seeretarist: . HOO (sgsistant Secretary-General),

wr. Goreia fobles (Becretary)

The CHalmial called the meeting vo order at 9:35 a.m.

begting to be gttended by Representatives of the Jewish Agency.

pelope procueaing with discussion of the items on the
roomda the Chis Linl drﬁw the attention of the Committee to a
conversation which he hed had with the Chief Secretary to the
Praiootine Government (Sir Henry Gurney) and Fr. D.C, MacGillivray,z-J
roonrding publicity ol muetings. |

en, HUQ (nssistant Secretary~Generai) said that, as arranged

b hod interviewed representatives of the Jewish Agency and they.

frvoursd u public meeting, The FPelestine Government had requested,
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fbf security reasons;‘fhét it should.be given three d%YS'

" notice of such a meeting in order to check on those ;hvited

to attend. Considering the short time available, it was

pfoposed that interested organizations should be given a

number of invitation cards to the meeting for distribution ° |

by them emofg ‘their members. Both Jewish, Arab and otherv'

appropriate orgahizations or individuals wculd be invited.
<The‘SECRETARY stated‘thdt‘élliSt‘of‘organizations was

being éréparéd Tor distributipn to each member of the

Committee. | ‘ | \

Sir abdur RaHMAN (India) expressed the opinion that the‘
various organizations should themselveS‘épply'for,seats and
that the Committee:should rcfraip from sending invitations
in order to avoid an impression that discfiminatibn had been
exercised., | | | )

| - Mr. HOODV(Austrélia) guggé;tedthét:the meeting should be
‘open to the press but that, if the COmmittee itself issued
invitations to orgwnlzatlons, dliilcultles mlght arise,
‘MP. LISICKY (Czechoslovakla) felt that tlckats‘should be
sent to the Jewish agency and Aréb Higher Committes only;

(after distribution of the list of proposed invitees, .
‘di:scussion was resumed.) | | |

lir. LISICKY (Czechoslovakia) felt that the Jewish organ-
izations had been glven preference and Mr. Garc1a GRnNADOS

(Guatemala) enquired why labour organlzablons had been omltted.

The CHAIRMAN agreed that the llst was sllghtly in favour \

- of the Jaw1sh communlty ‘since they had a total of h5 1nv1tatlons

as agalnst 33 for members of Arab organlzdtlons (excluding the
Supreme bioslem Council as 2 rellblous body ) . He explalnea that.

the dlstrlbutlon was that adoptud by the Anglo-Amerlcan

Commlttee of bnqu1ry.
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CSir Abdur;RAHMnN.(Iudia) reiterated thatptickets should
'be<issuedVOn~applicatiouﬁand'he feit‘thé Committee should not
commit 1tself to a pollcy from Wthh any unfavourable con-

' cluulons could be drawn. |
l Mr HOO (As31°tant Secretary thtral)Apointéd out that
tlckets (23 1n‘a%l) woulo hth to be sent to the Gonsular

Corps.

1

DsCISION: As no obJectlon was raisec to.
Sir aAbdur RaHMaN's (Indiag) proposal
the Committee agreed to communicate Wlth
the organizations as listed and.issue
tlckets as they night request

Ctnsorsllp
\ The C}uIRMAN then referreu to & dlscuss1on whlch he had
-had tht prev1ous day w1th the Palcstlnt ncmlnlstratlon on the ‘t
“qubstlon of ctnsorshlp It had oetn d601oed that there would
h'b& 1o prtss censorshlp oi rtports of htarlngs nor: of the
Gommlttee's’act1v1t1es ;n,aaneral. An assurance had also
‘been'received'that‘there would be no,oensorshlp,of.prlvate
'lutters.‘ | - | |

w,The.CommiﬁtGe then prooeedéd,utth‘dispuSSion_oﬂ;the
items on the,Agenda.gi , ‘t | - at‘ L

_‘Adoption.of the*Agonda

' The Agenda was adopted,

Con51de;atlon of teltgram of the Arab nghtr Commlttae to the
btcretary thtral (Document A/AC/lB/NC/lb »

The CHAlNJnN txprtssed the oplnlon that the Commlttee
should tahe no 1mmeu1ate actlon but should try o mcke contact‘fi
with m,mbors of the Arab ngher tomnlttee tO‘”scertaln their .
attltude, and see whether there wus a p0551b111ty of gettlng SR
in touch W1th the Arab populatlon. B | |

Mr BRILLJ (Yugoslav1a) sulu thatrln the view. oi hla' f‘gﬁf
ldEiagatlon it would not be p0551ble to mako contact w1th clther
the Arab Higher,Committee or th; Arab populatlon of Palegtlne..w.
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Not only had the Arab Higher Committee decided to boycott
 the work of the Special Committee, but they had issued a
manifesto in the local press. He read out points from,the

-manifesto as Tollows:

"(1) On the day of the commencement of the Committee's
work the country goes on a complete strike including
offices, business houses, cafes, entertainment
places, schools, transport, etc.;

(2) 411 groups and individuals refrain from testifying
before the Committee;

(3) A1l arabs refrain from. contacting the ,Committee in
. writing and by any ctlicr means;
(4) No Arab is permitted to attend the Committee's
‘ public and secret meetings and parties. These
instructions also apply to Arab pressmen;

(5) Nobody is permitted to confer officially or non-
officially with the Committee members; :

(6) The above-mentioned points do not mean that any
individual is free to react to statements or acts
by the bknquiry Committee with harshneéss or any
unsuitable behaviour, All they are requested is
just to kuep away from the Committee with great
respect, harmonising with our traditional uanners
and national dignity." * ' :

Mr. BRILEJ emphasized that the Yugoslav people had great
respect for the Arab peoples, and eépecially for the Arab
people of Palestine who had long been fighting for their
freedom and independence, . This sympathy for the cause of the
Palestine arabs confirmed his belief that the Arab peoples
would more nearly realise their wishes by strengthening their
ties with other freedom-loving peoples. Cooperation with the
Special Committee gave the Arab people in Palestiné e gbod
opportunity to do this, He therefore considered fhpt‘the
reasons motivating the Arab Higher Committee's boycott of the
Special Committee were not sufficiently convincing,

The task before the Special Committee was set out in its
teras of reference, Nothing had been prejudiced by these

terms of reference, as was claimed in the manifesto of the
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Arab Higher Committee. No so}ution had been excluded before-
handi not even the possibility of a solution providing for a

cessation or termination of the Mandste and the establishment

of a free and independent Palestine,

Mr.‘BRILEJ stressed that in order to feaiize the aims of

the Committee, 1t was nécesSafy to have the cooperation of all
orgenizations representing the Palestine‘populaﬁion. By |
refusing to oooperate With the Committee, the Arab'Higher
Committee would make it impossiblexfor the intafests of the
Palestine krabs to be represented‘beforé the Committee., The
boycott might postpone the final solution O?Jthe‘Palestine
problem, and worsen the aiready bad situation in ?élestine.
Thege reasons; as well as the. fact tha£ there probably were
SOme groups among the‘Arab pdpulation of Pélestine prepareé
to Coopeféte with‘the Committee, ge.ve hqpe that the Aréﬁ
Higher Committee would reconsider its decision and would work
wiph the Committee in a spirit of cooperation. '

| lir. BRILEJ finall& prbposed that the Committee should

igsus the following communiqué:-

"The CHAIRMaN of the United Nations Special Committee

on Palestine has received a cable from the Arab Higher
Committee in which Jamal Husseini, Vice-Chairman of the

Arab Higher Committee, informs the UNSCOP of the decision

of the Arab Higher Committee to boycott its work,

In this connectibn the UNSCOP wishes to state that

it considers that the ccoperation of the whole population -

of Palestine would be most desireble and would do much
towards the fulfilment of the most vital interests of
the Palestine population which are expressed in their

desires for freedom and independence. . ,

. The UNSCOP further considers that the cooperation.
of all groups, parties and organizaticns representing

the Palestine population would also be in the interest of .

the realisation of the aims of the United Nations whose
tssk it is to ensure peace, freedom, independence and
cooperation among peoples., ‘ ~ :

Thus, the UNSCOP expresses the hope that this |
decision on the part of the Arab Higher Committee 1s not
Gefinite and thinks that further consideration of the

decision by the arab Higher Committee would be in the
best interests of all, and would serve usefully for the -

S

. ‘Jf ‘
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orientation of the Committee reggrding the
Falestine problem, '
sccordingly, the UNSCOP, conscious of 'its

responsible and difficult task, directs to the
srab Highér Committee anc to the entire population
of Palestine an appeal for full cooperation with
the Committee so that conditions may be created
enabling this Committee to make a full report and
just proposals for the realisation of the rights
of theé people of Palestine.™

Sir Abdur RAHMaN (India) pointed odt that the press
interview and radio broadcast given yesterday by the CHAIRMAN
included an appeal to all parties for cooperation, including
the arab Higher Committee. He felt it advisable to postpone
* Further immediate action and await developments., The
Couinittee could, if necéssary, take action at some future
appropriate moment.

The CHaIRMaN, whilst agprecieting the ressons for the
view of the delegate of Yugoslavia, said he supported the
opinion of the Celegaté of India, |

lr. ENTEZAM (Iran) thought it would be prefersble at this
stege for the Committee to limit itself to the appeai'that had

"

alreacy been made for the collaboration of 21l partiés with
the Committee's work, He did not think that by teking this
decision all future contacts with the Arabs would be impossible.
If the Committee found that irab ofgonizations and institﬁtions
were to be closed to it and_attempts at cooperaﬁion frustrated,
an appeal might then be made. If non-cooperation persisted,
the fact might be mentioned in the Commitbee's report to the
General Assembly, indicating that since the Arabs ﬁad refused
to cooperate it had been difficult, or even impossibleq oo
unuerstand their attitude and thus arrive at 2 solution;

Mr, FaBREGaT (Urugudy) stated that fundaﬁentélly he agreed
with the remarks mace by the deiegate of Yugoslévia, particular-
ly in regard to obtaining the cooperation of all par%ieé in the

work of the Committee. He had intended voting in favour of.ﬂie



i/AC.13/5R
page 7.

YugOSlaV_ pi‘opbsa'l. after hea\l”in%' the remarks of the CHaIRMNAN,
and of the ‘repfesentati‘x}es of India anu Iran, hoWever, he was
ready to support 'the inviting, then or: in future, of the rxrab“
Higher Committee to explain its viewpoint on the Palestine
problem before the Committse, |

Mr, HOOD (Austra_lia) saic that the question was essentially
" one of meens since there was no disagreement on the desirebility
of receiving cooperation fromthe Arab Higher Committee. He
felt that to address a public rreque.ét or j.nvitaition would
invite public rebuff‘,and therefore h'a_ve en unfortunate effect
on the ‘stand‘ing of the Committee. He shared the views expressed
by other‘znembersb that the issﬁe of & conmlun"iqué' at present would
be premeture end inappropvriate. He proposec that the press |
release of the meeting should simply_mentibn that the Committee
he¢ had the Arab Higher Committee's’ tale:g;rahm under ponsiderat_ion
cnd had re-affirmed the Chairma.n"'s appeal for cooperation by all
parties. | | |

Mr‘ H.AND (Canaua.) agreed w1th tnc views of the represent-
athb of Incia &nd tm. CHnIanN said he wdulu put this proposdl
(1. e, to gefer any furthbr actlon) to the vote.'

~ Mr. Bttan.J (Yugosl&ma) objectec to (;ilSCU.Sblon of the item .
in a priva t,e meutlng, po:,ntlmD out that the Commltt :e's Rules: of '
in general, meetings shoulu be publlc. »

Frocuedure prov1acd that’,

"The Arab ngmr Commltma hﬂd proclaimed a public and OfflClD.l

boycott and h\. l"uSLl"VGd the right to exp_Laln publicly the v1ewsx“

of his delegatlon when conmderua necessury.‘ He regretted that

some Commltt

be taken to achleve. thc, coouerat:.on oi cll parties.

Thu CHAInl\mN said he hau unuwstoou it had been u\,cmed on

the pI‘L-VlOUS day thet the present mabtlng was to be prlvnte.

he rufbrred to Rule ll of the

With r-.egard to communiqués, o
‘ (Document A/n‘C/lB/? I‘c:qull"ing

| Comm:i.ttée's Rules of Frocedure

¢e membels cic not agree that immed 1ate steps should"E
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oiflclal pless comaunlques to be approved by thevChairman of

the Commlttee. It was noL’Luv1sablb for 1nu1v1uupl members
of’ the Comaittee to issue cormuniqués, |

lir. BLCM (Nethnrlunus) stated that, contrary to what
had bebn said by the uelegcte oi YugoulaV1a, all mcmbers of
the Commlttce agreed it was ﬁusentlal to obtain the coopera-~
.tion'of all partles.' The question was one of procedure.

The CHAIRMnNksuggeéteq that thé\two proposals be put
to the vote. | | u

Mr. Garcia GEANADOS (Guatemala) said that the question
wes an importent one neéding further‘consideration and he
would therefore refrain from voting.’

Mr. ENTEZAM (Iren) said, whilst sharing the point of
view of»the Deiegate of Yugoslavia, that hekwould vote
against the latter's proposal as he felt itkwould not reslize
the purposes in view. |

Mr. LISICKY (Czechoslovakia) was of the opinion that
acéeptance‘of the second proposaivdid not mean rejection of
the Yugoslav proposal: it was sinply a case bfkpostponement
to permit the Committee to wetch the results of the aArab
boycott, anu to enable the Chaimman to make informal contact
‘ w1th the nrab Higher Committee and try to pursuadt it to
de31st from its prgsent tactics,

Mr. BRILEJ (Yugoslavia) sald he cCuld not agrse to a {
bostponement since it WOuld ﬁu n imviting the Arab Higher
Committee and represent atives of the Arab populatlon after
the boycott had become completely effectlve.

The two proposals were then put to the vote; 

DuGISION: Mre BRILEJ's proposal recelved only his own
vote,

The second proposal (to Qbfur eny further
action for the time being) was adopted by
nlne afflrmatlve votes with two absentlors.
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Mr. BRiLEJ-(Yugdsla#ia) stlll pressed hls right to prlaln
publlcly thu views of his dulegdtlon.

after some QlSCHSSlun the CHalilial ruleu that the decision
having been taken, it was'against accepted progedure for a
communiqué to be issued on this metter by aﬁ individual member
_ of the Committee, | _

It was then pfoposed by Mr., Garcia GRaNaDOS (Guatemala)
that the nweting\be suspended for'ten or fifteén minutes in a
order to pcrmlt an informal exchange of v1ews.

The CHAIdMAN while not w1thdraw1ng his rullng, agread to
sus pend the meeting. -

(The meeting was SuSpepded‘at 11:20 aum. )

(The meéting resumed'at 11:45 a.m.)

DuCISION: The CH~IRMsN stated that the delegate for
' Yugoslavia had agreed’ not to meke any
statement without giving him twenty-four
‘hours notice so tuat there would be an
opportunity for prior discussion.

Press release

Discussion then tock plece on the substance of the press
'release of the meeting.~

DuCISION: It was. ucc1d@d that the wording should

- indicate simply that the Special Committee
was considering the telegram of the arab
Higher Committee ta the Secretary-General
“of the United Nations, anc the Committee
reaffirmed its hope of cooperation from all
groups in kalestine.

: Mr. HOOD (AUStralld)'Sulu that ‘before ulscu551on closed,
he w1bhed to make it clear Lhat he would be ‘inveriably opposed ;qu
‘to any appeal to publlc oplnlon bclna, aue by manbers of the |

: Commlttee against the v1eW'of the chorlty. .

bir, Gar01a GRuNADOS(Guatemala) stated that he understood
. the dulegate of Yugosl via only ue51rpd to express his own or:

‘hls aelegatlon s v1ews at a preos conference not to ppeal to,
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public opinion against the Committee. fvery delegatevhad a
similar right to express his own opinions or:those of his
delegation,

The CH.IfaN then closed discussion on this item.

Itinerary of proposed trip to ascertain concitions in
Falestine. ‘ .

Sir Abdur’RhHMhN (India) seid that he had'sqme importent
queétions~to c¢iscuss which hevdid not wish to be recorded
ang he requested that members of the Secretariat might there-
Fore withdraw.

(The CHalRkal concurred and the meeting was therefore

suspended at 11:55 a.n.)

‘(The meeting resumed at 12:25 p.m.)

Mr. BLOM (Netherlands) referred to two proposals - one
from the Palestine teministration wiw. the other from the

Jewlish agency, He saila he had dattemptea to work out a
. B !

ceibined progreivae covcrihg ebout nine days 2nd including a
two=day trip in the northern part of the country. Various

proposals were put forward by icmbers of the Cormittee,
DuCISION: At the suggestion of lir. HOOD (kustralia)

it was decided that the itinerary should
be worked out by a Sub-Committee comprised
of the delegates' alternates which would
keep in touch with representatives of the
Palestine Government anc the liaison
officers of the Jewish ag.ncy,

It was further decided that any invitations
extendec to the Committee and the Secretariat
should be passed to the Sub-Committee
| (Sub-Coumittee One).
Mr. oNTEZAM (Iran) sugrested thet the first two days
should be spent in « place that was neither'entirély ufab
nor Jewish, and the CHaIrmaN proposed thét,Haifa'would'be‘

very suitable,’
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Presence of Jewish Correspondents'at Moslem Holy Places.

Mr., SYMiONIDsS (Press.Officer) stated that it had come To
his knowledge that the arab authorities would object to Jews
accompanying the Committee on its visit to juoslem mosques.

DoCISION: The Committee agreed that the Press Officer
should explain in his peisonal capaclity to
‘ {ewish correspondents the sttitude of the
lioslem authorities, while moking it clear
that this was not an intimaticn from the

Committee.

Frovision of Committee Documents,

The SECRETARY asked the Committes for a decision regerding
the supply of Committee documents to the Jewish Agencyg He
explained that the practibe during meeﬁings iﬁ New fork had
been to give two copies of all cocuments (other than those

marked "secret") to thy representative of the Jewish kgency.

Mr. ENTEZaM (Iran) suggested the same policy be followed

and that » copy'of each document be sent also to the Arab
Higher Committee., ‘

Phe SECRETsRY asked whether copies should be given elso
‘ the Government of Palestine.

Tt was decided that copies of all Committee
‘Gocuments, other than conficential documents,
be supplied to representatives of the Jewish
Agency, the arab Higher Committee and the .
Government of Palestine.

to the representative of

DisCISION:

’

Next Meeting
The CHAIRMAN‘announcéd that the next meeting would be
M.C LA,

held in public session in the suditorium of the Y

Building at 4 p.m.
| The me<ting adjourned at 1:15 pam.
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