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SPECIAL COMMTTTEE ON PALESTINE
SUMMARY RECORD OF THE FOURTH MEETING (Privats)

Held at lalke Success, Friday, 6 June 1947, at 3:30 p.m.

Present:
Chairman: Mr, Sendstrom o (Sweden)
Mr, Hood (Australia)
Mr, Rand - (Caneaa) ,
Mr, Lisicky (Czechoslovakla)
- Mr. Garcla Granados (dnatemala)
Sir. Abdur Ralman (naia)
Mr, Entezam ‘ (Zran) .
Mr, Blom . . (I'atherlonds)
Mr. Ulloa . (Peru)
Mr, Fontaina (Uruguay) -
Mr, Belle) .  (¥ugosluvia)
Secretariat: Mr, Hoo (Assistent Secretury-General)
Mr, Garcia Robles . (Secretery)

The CHAIRMAN called the meeting to order.

Adoption of the Agenda

The agenda was adopted.

Congideration of the Replies of Orpanizations to the Ietter of the
Special Committes

The CHAIRMAN informed the Cormittee that several written statements

had been received and requested the Sscretary to give the llet of such
~ communiczaticns,
Mr. Gevcia ROBLES (Secretary) sald that letters had been received

from different organizations and indlviduals; several were in reply to

the letter of the Committees and gome from orgenizations and individvels

who had voluntérily written to the Committes, Among the organizaticns

which head applied for a hearing during the Special Session of the Géncral

Assermbly and which had consequently received the Spe¢ial Committee's letter
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requesting thelr views, the following had forwarded written‘téaﬁimony,
copies of which had already been circulated to mémbefSIOf the Committees
Political Action Committee for Palestine; Progressive Zionlst District 95

of TWew York; Union for the Protection of the Human Person; United Israel
World Union, Inc.; Americen Jewish Co#mittee; Amayican Jewish Conference.
The Leagu. for Peace'With Justice'in.Palesﬁine had furnishgd material in

ons copy only which was available to the Committee. Two letters had also o
been recelved and clrculated from Mr, Hermann Fusinberg.

In addition, the following documents had so far been received: a
pamphlet from.the Jewish Agenc& for Palestine, & memoréndum.by the Aﬁerican
Council for Judaism, a memorandum from the World Union of Hashomer Hatzair
rarties, two pamphlets from the Nation Associates.

The SECRETARY then refsrred ﬁo the various conmunicatlions recelved
during the period 15 May - 6 Juné l9h7 (document A/AC.13/NC/6). Ee also
read 2 lstter fron an inmate of.a disPlaced persons camp‘in the'United Stateé
zone In Germany. He pointed out that the 20,728 communications recelved
from Jewish displaced persons were more or less similer, After a brief
discussion, the Committee agreed not fo take these letters to lalestine,
but to have complled a list of thelr signatories which would be fqrwardgd
to the Committee, |

The CEAIRMAN said that the coﬁclusion he had arrived at after haviﬁg
read éome of the statements, was that they did not justify a hearing.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (Indie) pointed out that the Committee should not
concentrate its attentlon on the reny communicetions it recelves, bhut rathef'
on the issues involved.

Mr. Garcle GRANADOS (Guatemala) noted that only two organizations had
- agked for a hearing but egreed with the Chailrman thet It wes not feasible
"to grant any hearing in New York,

Mr. RAND (Canada) inquired.whather the American Jewish Committee had
‘agked for permission to make an oral statement,

/M. HOO
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Mr. HOO (Assistant Séeretary-General) replied that the requost of the
American Jdevish Committee was conditional, that is, if the Commlttee
go dealred, \ |

The Committes agreod with the Cha;rman's ohgervaticn that no hearings
ghould be held in New York,
Hearings in Pslestine

Mr, Garcia GRANATOS (Cuatemala) raised the gquestion of hearings in
Palestliae of indiviiuals belonging to undersround ovppandizations,  Could any
guarantoe, he askxed, be glven to them so that they could come before the
Committee, tectify, and then go unmolested? It was neceasary to obtain
from the Palestine Covernwent assurances on thiz voint,

The CHAIRMAN agreed with the views expressed by Mr. Granados, but
augzested tﬁat the matter be denided when the Committse veaches Paleatine.

Mr. Garcia GRATADOS (Quatemalu) maintaimed thaf the matter should be

Y

settled here in New YorY, in ordor to enable the Cimmittee to taks the

necagzury stors,

My, BETEZAM (Ir&n) agresd in subsiance with the polut raiced by

Mr, Granados, bub nointel cuat that it would te bettsr Lo decide this

rrocedural questlon afherr the Committss's arvival In Ialeghine end

consultation with the Talestins Governmsnt,

Mz, HOOD‘(Australia)_in roply to a guestion re:znlled that vrlnz tae
recent lavestization carriod 'out by tha'Uhitsd Nations Cowndssion of
Inquiwy‘in Gresce, arraagsments nad-been mede o esiablish contict with
Gén@rdl Markos by ”eubterfahéan means", He comoidored the Committee should

-

defer decision unhil it had conmsulisd with the Palsst

(

ine Govercrisnt,

The CPAIRMAN considered that the Coumitcee might maks e

private arrangoments on this point and the Cemmittes agresd with thls

Tolegtine.

- Suggestion that the whole question be discussed and dsclded In

Queation of Prrents

Mr, BLOM (Nethsrlends) inguired wheither any experts had bacn appf:ﬁched,
a3 decidied at the third mecting.
/i, RAID
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Me, RAND (Canada) suggested tho following two nemes: Drv. James‘w, Parkes

and Prof. H.A.R.Gibb of Oxford Univc,rsity He saild thut they were

well-known scholars, the former, a Britlsh expert on the Jewish as recu

the Palestine nroblem and the lathter an ecnert, on Arab history and
politics. The questlon was left open Jor &uxw‘her discussion.

Aveb and Jewish Interpreters

Mr. HOO (Assistent Secret&fy—Go:.ba:?al) in reply to & question gtated
that A-eb and Jewish interpreters woeuld be obtained on thg spot.

Prograrme of Work

Mr. BRILES (Yugoslavia) suggested that the Committee siould outlinas
now its programme oi‘ worlc. |

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that a benaral line of work had already
b'éen decided in the g-reviou_s meetlng.

Mgy, LISICKY (Czechoslovakia) du‘“‘JStGd that before the Conmittee
nndertook excursions into the country, it should heax‘ a preliminary
statement from the three liaison officers, o |

My, BIOM (Netherlands) agresd tha*t the Committee ghould first obtain
a description of the situsticn by the interssted partied, who would be
asked to gilve facts and not political views. ‘

Mr, HOO (Assistant Secretary-General) told t’he Committee that letisrs
had been sent‘ to the Jewish Agency and, to the Palestine Government's
representative nere, and a cablezram hed been dispatched to the Arabd
Higher Committee aslizing them to name the lialson officers, The Pzlestlne
Governmenu had prepared material for the Commlttee which would be evailable
in Palestine., The Jewish Agency had already sent tho Commlttee a
preliminr.-iry memerandum on the Fzlestine qusstion. Mo reply had y%t been
received from the Aradb Higher Committes.

Mr. ENTL7AM (Iran) sugnested that the Committees, on its arrivel in
- Palestine, should first ask the Falestine Govel*'nmeﬁt to furrwiﬂh‘ Tactual
informaticon cn ite constitution and functions to: :ether w:,th ot neﬁ rolevant

/d
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data., In the second place, the Arab and Jewish lidison officers should
recaive copies of £his statement and be requested to present b‘;)servations
on 1t. Thirdly, the Committee should make briefl excﬁrsions into the
country, Iastly, on the Committee'snreturn to Jerusalem, the Committes
would begin 1ts hearings in detall, |

After a brief discussion, in the course of which Mr, ENTEZAM (Ifan)
said that while political references would ba unavoidﬁblé, he prdferredy
not to invite a political diécussion irmediately after arrival of the
Ceminittes in Palastine; the proposal of Mr, Entezam was addpﬁed, by the
Committes ., ' |

‘Travel Arranzements

The Cormittee briefly dlscussed arrengements for the Jourﬁéy to

Palestine,

Q

It was tentgtively acresd that the next meeting should be held on
15 dJune in Palestine, after the Committse's arrival,

The meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m,
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