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PALESTINE COMMITTEE HEARS 15 SEEAKERS

ON SUB~COMMITTEE KEPORIS

The Ad Hoc Committee on the Palestinian Quesmtion continued general debate
this arternoon on the reports of its two Sub-Commlttees, one on partition and the
other on a unitary‘, independent Palestine,

The Committee heard 15 speakers, representing the U,S,, Cenada, the U.X.,

" Denmark, Iraq, Yemen, China, Syrla, Poland, Pakistan, El Salvedor, France, the
Jowish Agency, New Zealand and Bolivia, |
The Committee will meet again et 8:00 p.m,

(A chrono ogical acaount of thie meeting follows in Tekes #1 throug,h #8,3
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PALESTINE COMMITTEE (EM) TAKE 41

Reconvenlng thie afternoon, the Ad Hoc Committee on t+he Palestinian Question
firet heerd Sir CarlvBerendsen (New Zealand) declare that his country was for
the partitlion of Palestine. He added that responsibility would have to be
agsumed not only for elaborating such a solﬁtion, but also for carrying it out.

Sir Cerl. said that he had gubmitted the plen of partition preparcd by
Subcommittee I to his Government, which had instructed him to support it but only
on condition that the Unlted Netions also essumed respongibillty for the
:melémntation of this Plen.

g4y Carl selked that all necessary time be devotod to 8 thorough examinatlon

of all aspects of the Plen, and he suggosted 10 this end the Genersl Assembly

prolong 1ts present session; or the Ad Hoc Committee on the Palestinian Question

get 1teolf vp as the General Asgembly.

Loster B. Pearson (Canad.a) soid he wanted to address gome guestions to

Subcommittes II (on e unltary, independent Palestine), so that the’ members could

have adeguato informatlon on which to declde this difficult problem.

His first questlon was if the Subcommitteo thought 1ts precormondatlons would

bring about & poaceful and orderly transfer of power from the Mandatory Powor,

Great Britain, to the pcople of Palestine.

Hie socond question was what logal basis existed in the Chartor for the

ostablishment of a unitary, independent Palestine by the Ggneral Apsembly.

(End of Take #1)
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’ PALESTINE COMMITTRE (PM) TAKE #2
DR. HECTOR DAVID CASTRO (EL Salvador) seld that while the msjority end
minority plans of the UNSCOP Report differed in many respects, they both agreed
in rocommending the terminetion of the Mandatc. He added thet Articles 1 end 2
of theo Charter provided a basle for United Netions action on the question of
to
Palemtine, as they laid down that the aims of the Unitod Natlons wers/meintain
peace, end to develop fricndly relations botween lts membors.
Only a solutlon ascceptable to the majority of the population of Palestine
could ensure peace, Dr. Sastro saids #dding that the pceople of Palestine
had, not really been consulted by the United Notions when considoring a  solutilon.
He rogretted that representatives of tho Arvab Higher Committce and of the
Jewleh Agoncy had not beon brought together s he had “Proposed with the purpose
of finding a c.dmmon bagls for tho futurc of Palestine.

Dr. Captro romarked thet although he had offercd to serve on a conciliation

subcommittes together with a few other deleogotes, the task of conciliation hed

Dr. Castro also

finally been assumod by the Chairman of the Committee alone.

remarkod that the Minority Plan for a single federal Palestinian Statc hed not

heen given enough attention.

Tor these reasong, Dr. Castro gaid, hc would abstein from voting on the

Palestirden question, cxcept in tho caso of the protection of Holy Places.

(End of Take #2)
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PALESTINE COMMITTEE (PM) TAKE #3
| The Chalrmen, Dr. Herbert V. Lvatt (Aust;;'a_vl,‘i_a), roeplying to tho .
Reprosentative of El Selvador -gald that conciliation of the views of Arabs.and
Jevs appeared to be impossible at present. . The question had beon gtudlod - .«
thoroughly, he said. L | “

Mogho Shertok, hoad of the _political.department of. bhe. Jowlsh Agency for
Palosgdne, then made a “}r,‘a‘;l;-ie.af statemont . _

He sa.ifi_tho Jowish Agency would bo willing, in ordor to mect objoctions, to
agrec to equ__ud.e from the. proposed Jowlsh nationsl home the town of Beershohaand
. an .orea to the north and northeast of tho towm,. amounting. to 300,000 dunims
also a portion of the South Negob, albng tho Tgyptlan froﬁti.er ; smountling to
2,000,000 d.-u;liyl,g_;.

Thoso' would be diroct continuetions of tho Arab gtate, -and not enclaves &
Mr. Shortok seid the Jewish Agoney did not consider. itself obligatéd. to
mrkc thoso conceseions, and folt, rathor, thet the whole of Palcstine should be
open to Jowiah Inmigration.
Palostine had .already benn paertitioned once, .in 1922, when Transjordan was
‘_.c.ut avay, ho said..,?_' and now the Jowlsh natlonal heme would bo even smallcr.
| The Chatrmen eaid that tho Committee could deal with suggeetions.like ‘this
only in Jgho form of amendments. ‘
Horschel »Johnépn‘._(US‘_,): gald his dolegation would support and vote for the
parti-tior; :p?_a.n recqmgndqd...by‘;s,ubcgmnittoa,I , and ke thought the Asgembly could:
best discharge 1ts rosponsibility in this case by approving that plen, with - -
ccapnomic union. . o Cw

- Ho rocognized thet, unanimity could not bo schieved, but ho hopod thattho
len: wou;l.‘du_‘b_g,app_roqu.jpf}’._a? large e mejority as pogeidble, and given loyal c
cooperation by all concerned, he continued.

o MORE o e el m T T
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sl Johneon:'hsé 1d the U.S,_?, pgm}idgxcd the partitimn plan logal under tho

Charter, and recgardod such log%l”gbjections as haq been roaised as formal in
Ho d1d not think thoro would be 2 gep in which therc would be no effective
govornmontel authority. Thot gap, ho seid, would bo avolded by lmmediate ..

]

_#gsumption of autho;;tyﬂby prgyiéipnal machinory ag soon ag tho tasks wero glvon
Lﬁ by thoe Mandetory fowor.

Mr Johnson said the partltion plan wes not porfect, but was a "humanly
Just and workable” solutlon to one of the thorniost probloms in the world toda
Ho hoped-eldl mombor states would give the plan their full coopcration, if it
wgy@_ﬁpgroved, ond not attempt to defy 1t. This, seid Mr. Johnson, was "the
groatost tost ovér prasbntod of the integrity of tho United Nations as a whole."

One of tho Subcormittco’s groatust difficultics, M. Johnson sdid, hod
becn tho dcclarations of the Mondatory Power (The UK) that it would takg
no paxt in carrymng out 2 plan not aCCUptdblO to both Arabs and Jews.

' Takcn literally, he sald, this condition was imposeible to fulfill, for no

“plan could possibly¥ mcet that roquirment.

;>H‘“Mr. Johnson disagroed with tho inference of the Réprosontativé of Now
Zoalard thet the Mandatory Power had bocen given sole responsibilllty for carrying
out thu plen. Ho said the Subcommittee had tricd to evold such a situation, and
in his viow had succoeded.

Mr. Johnson agrocd that this plan, like any other, containcd tho posedbility
of feilurc, bubt ho said it had to assume the cooperatigg’pf £h¢ Mandatory -Powor ~--
which hed agroed not to hinder or tryto provent implementation ~- and of the,
Membor Statoes. ' | |

Y'This-situation had not been contemplatced in the Charter, Mr. Johngomus
continued. The responeibility had fellen on to the Unitod Natidns bocause of the
unilatoral docision of Britain to givo up the mandéte, withou£ suggosting any
futwre govornment to takc its placo in Paleosthne. ' ‘ '

Mr. JoL:son sdid he woleomed the declaration of Mr. Shortok rogerding Beorshe
and tho Negeh, and would presont an amendment to cover these suggestod boundary

changes.
(End of Tako #3)
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PALESTINE COMMITTEE - (PM) TAKE #h

Mr, J. M, Martin (United Kingdom) sald that it wes difficult for the Britlsh
Goverrnment to indlcate in advance every detall of the time-table for the withdrawal
from Palestine, Neverthéless , he sald, on main principles the Britlsh Government
was clear In its own mind,

On implementation, he sald, they had made five statements, none of which de-
viated I'rom the othere,

Mr. Martin asserted that in the transitlional period there vas a gap, and that
clearly a rigk was being taken, As long as the Mendate ie in force, Mr, Martin
declared, the Mandetory inslets on retaining undivided control throughout Pales-
tine.,

Mr, Martin added that if partition ls approved by the Assembly and a U.N,
Commiasslon goes ﬁo Palestine, the Mandatory would hand over to the Commisslon
"yhon the time came." He explalned that this expression meant "when and as the
territory of Palestine is evacuated,”

Progregssive transfer, he sald, would begin after termination of the Mandate.

Referring to the passage In the Partition Flan concerning the early evacuatior
of a sea port with its hinterlend in the Jewish State, Mr, Martin sald that evacua-

tion plans had not yet been worked out but that his Government was taking note of

this passage.

With regerd to the asslptance the Mandatory was expected by the Partitlon Plar.

to give to the United Natione Commission, Mr, Martin repeated that his Government

instgted on undivided control, Asglstance, he sald, would be subject to the over-

riding considerations of progerving law and order. Tf fighting occurs in Palestine

gaid Mr, Martin, it is the lives of British that will be lost,

(End of Teke #k.)
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| | PALL‘STII\IE COMMTTTEE (PM) TR 5
_ 'I‘he (‘hairman aald Um li of snoahers etil‘ included the -
Rep; ' *‘tati"es of Dr,nmark, ’[ aq, Yeme—n, Chixié ,"’Sweden, Netherlands, Polaud,
Lobanon, nwm, anax.a, l‘.w'pt Chile, Palistan, Dominicén Republic, UiS.,
) Yv&'oslc via, Uvugua;;r Tnton of South Africa, USSR, Trance, Avgentina, Coloubis,
Sandl Aya oia, Mexico s Gaanemala ) Peru and Belgium.

That clesed the list at lorﬁfst bemporarily, he said.

In reply to a guestion from Finn T.B. Frils (Dormark), the Chairman said

thet eny proposal to contlnue this Committoe past the cnd of the Goneral Assembly
sossion would have to be mode formally, end decided by tho Assembly.

Dr. Mohamed Fadhlil Jamali (Iraq) contendod that the Gonoral Assembly was

going beyond the authcrity gilven to 1+ uuder the Charter in this mather.

The very ldea of partition was CC.oroxy to the principles of thqﬁharter s he
argued. He asked by what legal authority was the Assembly planning to put peopli

who had been in one place for mere ’oh' a 1400 years under the rule of fr*reimxers?

.. .3, he sald, could only be called "gggression, invasion and imperieliem.”

Dr. Jomall sald the Arveb stales had respect for the United Nations but had

to appeal sgainst such an "unjust and paworkable® plan as that prescnted by the
Subcormmittee.

Britain, he noted, had regs ~ded partition as impracticeble 1n & White Paper

10 gears ~~o. *nen't this even wore true now? he asked.
Df. Jameli saié that enyihlng going Leyond the Loague of Nations mandeteo
nd thet “we would wivh to go to courd about that.

hod said that nobody

wee "sn fmpoeifion' e

Recalling that the U.S. Representative, Mr. Jchnson,

wansed to think the United Nations wuuld bo unsble to £ond a solusion to the

Palestine problem, Dr, Jamali seid the solution was gimple -- apply the principles
of democracy end gelf-determination. He nrged the Committee to teke time, and not

adopt e plan which world result in immediate bloodshed and racial hetred and which

could not be earried out without force.
MORE

e
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PALESTINE COMMITTEE (BM) TAKE #6 B
DR. VKo VELLINGTON K00 (Onine) seld thet 1f bis éalegation had all Glong’

abstalnod from supporting any of the eoncrete solutions, put forward for tho

Palcstinaﬂn problem this abstenxion was duo ﬁo its belief that an ultimaﬁe

golution of the Palostine problem dapendo& on a conciliatory spirit on the part

[ ~L,.~‘,. REEEE T t

‘“ef/both parties involvod
Dr wellington Koo streseod the uhiquo charaoter of tho Palostine problem '

and the need to take 1nto considoration the cloments of this problom if '
solution accoptable to both parties wurs to bo found. |
) Novarthorloss,ho gaid, time is now short and a docision iB imporative. If,
he said, a 100% eabisfactory aolution cennot bo found, than a solution should be
adopted that is the least objootionablo to tho parties. ’ - '
Dr- wollington Koo doclarbd that in his opinion, the partition plan ag
proposed by Sucommittee I represented the ncarest approach« to such a solution
land ho hoped that means would bo found to 1mprove this plan 80 as to furthor
reduce tho gayp betwean the Arab and Jewish claimsob | S '
KSAWERY PRUSZYNSKT (Poland) pald thet Subcommittee I's work with the U,K.
had, becn "a little diffioult." After all, he sald, tho U.K. hed brought the
mettor to the United Netions, and so should cooperete. Bub gometimes, he sald,
1% soemed thet tho U.K. was opevating "on the other eide of the fence.”

Ho found 1t "disesgreoablc" to speak about this ﬁatter, for tho Subcommittee
had done everything poesible to bring the U.K. into ite work, he enid. But the
U.K.'s attitude, in his viow, was meking the solutlon of this pfoblem vory much
hardor, with consequencog that would be felt by the whole organization.

FARIS EL-KHOURY (SYRIA) called El Salvador's suggestlon of a plobiscite in

Palestine "o very sound idea." He sald the U.S. should agree +to this procedure,

ey well, for the U.S. had advoceted i strongly in the cage of Korea.
MORE




b eaad

- Pross Roleasoc GA/PAL/BL
Lo 22 November 1947

v i
¢

Tho U.S., he addod, hed not ventod p'éi"b‘ii;ion in Korca or Greoce. That
there wc,rc, Jows involvocl in this cese did not seem £ ‘Mr Ll-KhOury to bo an..
obstaclo. Judaism was only a religion, he soid, ang should not be favored OVOJK‘.
any othor religion. | |

Thu Rupro%niztivc of Syria .again statod his"delegation'fs oppozsitioi’l to
partition, and askod for a x'uling from the Intcrnational Court of Justico on- t‘hu
legol issues 1nvolvcd

Mr. Tl I’.fhoury outlineci‘ tho history of the Palestine situotion, and R
contended that tho Ax-abs had beon trw tod un,justly thmughout the ycars. It. 4
was tho duty of tho Unitod Nationa now ‘co undo t;his wrong , hot to add to it s
ho said. oo ' S L B

i

Thiro wag no power in bhu Chartw i‘or tho Assombly po parbition o mandattd.

“torr L‘oory, snid Mr El Khoury, and bo do this wuulcl be'a d,un{fcrous Drococlont "

|(l,

all the more 80 bocauss partition would bonofit only "foroign intrudors. :
He folt thq'l;/tho ruling of’ the Court on the logal issuos should be' obtalneod.
boi‘oro any other docisions woro tak n‘. | o
E Mr. Bl- Khoury paid tho Arobe woro roady for concillation ot any Limo, pmvic}.ed
that tho Zioplsts wowld give up Fhetr e of "dominnting and displacing obher
peoplos. ’ “

LI

(Bnd of Take #6) S
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PALESTING COMMITIEE - (PM) TAKE #7

Dr, Humberto Palza (Bblivia) declered that the U.N, Charter established the
right for natlions to determine thelr own future. It would be therefore desirable,
he sald, to find a solution for Palestine that would not diminish the rights of one
or the other of the two partles involved.

The UNSCOP hed been unable to surmount all the contradictions of the Palestine
problem because these contradictions werevinhnrent to the_problem, he sald,

The Unilted Netions, Dr. Palza continued, 1s & politlcal 6rganization, and its
solutions should also be of a political naturé. The best political eolution, he
added, would be one that would malntaln céntinuity with the first solution given to
Palest‘ine, nemely the Balfour Declaration, This solﬁtion;. Jhe said would be parti~
tion, which is supported by the countriee moet directly interested in the pro'bleﬁ.

Sir Mohamed Zafrullah Khan (Paxisten) replied to the questions asked earller
by the Representative of Canada,

The first gquestion, whether cub~Committes ITI thought its plen would provide fol
e peaceful and orderly trensfer of power? was very aifficult to answer, gald Sir
Zafrullah, and could be answered only in practlce by the people of Palestine.

The second duestion was, what was the legal bagis for Sub~Comnittee II's plen
for a unitary, independent Palesgtine? gir Zafrulleh said 1t was hie personal view
that the terms of the original League of Nations Mandate gave thle a_uthority_. The
Bub-Comnit‘bee’a report did not provide fbr United Nations interference in pebbing
up guch a gevernment, There would be some "opactical difitoulties ," he sald, bub
the Ad Hoc Committee wae now engaged in appraising then,

(End. of Take #7.)
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PALESTINE COMMITTEE (PM) TAKE #8

Daeclaring thet he wished to ebstain from any politicel statement at thik
stage, Mr. Alexondre Perodi (Frence) eubmitted two amendments to the Report of
Subcommlttee I. |

The firet amendment would safeguerd free access to the Holy Places, which
1nvolved freedom of trenait.

The second amendment would strengthen the protection of forelgn schools and
charitable instlitutlons.

Mr. Parodl exprossed the opinlon that the guard of the Holy Places should
be entrusted to & speclally recruited guerd rather than to the police force
provided for in the Report. He‘also hoped that the case of French would be
glven full conaitlorétion_ wher: the guesticn of additicnal working lenguages in
the City of Jerusalem come Up.

The Committee ndjourned st 6:15 p.m. to & P

(End. of Take #8 and of Pross Reloase GA/PAL/81)



