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PAIRSTING COMMITTER HEARS U,K. STAND AND ADJOURNS ;

SUB- COMMITTERS MERT

The Ad Hoc Committee on the Polestinian Questlon thie afternoon heard a

gtatement by Sir Alexande;i'- Cedogan (UK) on the position of hie Government, which

1g the mendatory power, toward the reports of the two sub-commitiees, one on

pertiticn end tihe other cu 2 unitary, independent etate in Paleetine.

After Sir Alexender had epoken the Ccmmittee ndjourned to glve merbere time

to congult with each other and with thelr governmente. The two ghb-comnittees
wore dlrected to moot later this afternoon, end the Ad Hoc Committee will meet

agoin tomorrow morning.

# F F 7

(A chronological account of thie meeting is given in Takee 71

snd #2, which Follow.)
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JLD HOG oowﬂ:frfm ON “;LLJ\)TINE ~ (PM) TuKE /‘l

When the J.id Hoc Oommlttee on the‘falestlnlan Questlon met this afterhoon,

tie Chairman, DR. WERBERT V. BVATT (uustralla) gave the floor to SIR AL:LLxNDhR
600G (UK),

Sir .lexander began by expréessing his re<ret that Dr, EVabt; yestcrday, Was
-comnelled to report that no prozress had been p0531b1e in the dlrectlon of conedl~
iation between the two pebples most directly‘concerned with the future of |
Palestind, Sir alexander added that it can hardly be imagined that the uroposals
made by subcommittee I would command the acquiescence of the .rab populatlon, or
that the proposals of subcomnittee II would be accepted by the Jewish population
of lalestine, - |

Sir .lexahider then GXW]ained that the limits within which his Government are

prepared to parth1pate in g3v1nv effect to any setblement walch fails to w1n

appraval. ‘of bhoth Lrabs and Jews in Palostine were clearly deflned éy the Colonlal

;_ Becrebaly in the statement which he made to this Committee on 26 beptember.

The' United Kingdom Govermment, said Sip ulexandér, haﬁe not since deviated, and

cannot deviate, from the @dsition which had béen announced atlthat early stage in

the Committee!s discussions, and his task today'was simﬁly fo apply the general

princisles contained in the Colonial Secretary!s statemeht to the specific

3 procosals which are now before the Committee, He then recalled that those prine—
iples weres |

(L) that His Majééty@s Covermment could not pldy a mgjor partin the
{ . . o

ihplementétion'of a scheme that was not acdeptable to poth Lfabs and |
Jews; | | | | | ,

(2) that they would, howaver, mnot wish to impédé the implementation of a
recommenmatlﬁn aﬁ roved by the Genéral‘uéseﬁbly,‘

Sir Alexander declared that he felt bound lest there be any mlsunderstandlné

to make clear the extent to which the role assigned to his Government by SchomM1t’

ee I.is compatible, and beyond ‘Which it is not compatlble, with the declared

| intentisne af hia Governmeht.’
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Sir oalezander then pointed out that-.the Subbm‘mnittee I have defined the
pcm_od of transltlon as the period between the adoption of rcconnnenﬁai,:_ons by -the ;
‘Gc,neml Asuemblv and the oatabln.bknnont of 1nd09endmt irab and Jewish States, :It
follows, said Sir #lexander, tha’t. at the o byet the United Kingdom Government ;
Wwill still hold the mandate. for lral‘x;xstﬁ.ne j and will still be responsible for
discharging the obligations laid upon them by ith@ mandate, Yet, he added, the:
Subcomzittee proiose that "the administration of Palestine during the 't‘;mns:i,i;icma]i
- perdod ‘shéll be entrusted to the Commission,"

| Sir Mexander underlined the dangers arising from confusion of authority -
and stated that so long as the United Kingdom Government continue to hold the

maridate for Falestine, they must dngist upon their individual control of that

counbry, -

Continuing; , Sir ~lexander declared there is no reasonable basis for the
su;'g;estion that the United Kingdom Government must awalt the approval of the
Security Council before exerciéingg their rizht to lay down a mdndate which has
proved to be unworkable and of which they desire to divest themselves as rapidly
as postibles He added that in determining this date, they will certainly give
proper consideration to such arrangements as may have been made by the United
Natilors for the cstablishment of a provisional regime to succced the mandate.

Sip Alexande\r then -e:;plained that the transfer of authority. by the
Palestine Government: diiﬂectiy to concils of govermment or- any othep local repres—
entetives under a scheme of partition would in practice ambunt to the impkementa—
‘tion of this scheme by the United Kingdom Govermment, which, failing srab-
Jewish agreement his Covernment are not prepared to undertake, If a scheme of

partition, he said, were approved and g United N. tions Comnission set up as
proposed in the Subeommittee's report, it would be to this Cowmission that the
Falestine Government would, when the time came, hand over its authority, The
Co;iuv';.issi011 could then transfer authority to winbever local bodies they choses ;

Sir Alexander stated that after authority has been handed over to the Unitbe
Nations Commission there would still be zones in which British troops would
* remain pending .final withdrawal, and that in these zones they would not-be able
to permit activity of a nature caleulated to provoke disorder.and so,toA-:del‘a:if-

British withdrawal. TIn no circumstances would these British forces be used for



A GA/F.L/76
20 November 1947

any other purpese; He added that he saw no reason to await the approval of the
Security Council on the withdrawl of these forces as is suggested in Subcomnittes ’
I Report, |

Sir olexander de_clared that it was his Government's intentions, in due
course, to anmnounce a date upon which the British civil administrabion will be
conside::r-éd at an end, Lfter that date, h. sald; apart from those British
authorities who will be exercisn’;ntg strictly limited functions in certainarcas,
there will be 1o regularly constituted authority' unless the United Nations man
£i11 the gap. If that problem is solved, he added, there should be no great
difficulty in making “arrangements consequent upon the subsequent stages of
British military retirement from the country,

Turning to the Reporﬁ of Subcommittec IT, Sir Alexander observed that Im-thie
case also, the policy of the Uniﬁed Kingdom Government would equally preclude

them from playing the part assigned to them in the plan for a unitary Palestine

The reason, said Sir /lexander, was that a provisicnal government of
Polustine would be installed before the withdrawal of British. forces aml servises
begarl; zmd.that ‘the powers and functions of the present administration of
Pal estine would thereupon be vested in the provisional government, Bubcommittee
II; he added, have not propesed the formation of a United iations Commission to
suﬁorvise the implementation of theiﬁ plan, If, he explained, the Lesembly
decided to establish a Commission for this jmrpose, the attitude of the United

Kingdom Government towards it would be identical with that which he had already

outlined in relation to the Commission proposed by Subcormittee I. Without

intervention of such a Commission, he added, the United King.om Government would

inevitably be drawn as a major participant into the imglementation of a plan,
vhich, like that of Subcommittee I, would not comiand zeneral cousent in

Pal.estine, . )
(AND OF T.Kn #1)
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After S41 S Iams N Trd g B N
Srer Six ~LuZLNDER had finished, I\sawery x’-ﬁ.g TNSKT (l olmnd), he Chalrman

of Hub-Comnittee I (on pa1~£1tn on) took the floor,

Al s .
Ep, Lius .aanLJ pr oooseq that the meebing be adjournea so that members could

h @
consult with each other and with Lhu.r governments, as 4 I'CSU.l'b of this statement,
which had greatly "changed the aspect! of thc whole situation, :
i L bl < ) \.’ul ,- o+ 'V o - i 3 A 3
e Polish Representative saild the statement was of considerable importance

P U 1 f . . o . s : :
and. scope and wou'd "unfortunately, not mclie the task casige" 1n carrying oub

Al
the progronl,

LIS B. Dol (Cana.da) asked cuestions about several paragraphs in the

Uk statements He noted 'Llld,b in onc place, thc B itish hod insisted on "undivided

control" while they held the mandate, but in ancther place, had implicd a division
of control. ' ’
A3
Sir Alexander snid he did ncrt ‘resard these para raphs as contraedictory,

He said the UK mizht want o terminate the : mandate at a verv ca,rly staze

of the withdrawal of troops, and possibly even before the withdrawal beg_.,:m.
Sir Alezander Sf’id that after that time therc would ho no British eivil

Lo

v in Palestine, but only mili Larvr authority in the arcas under occuoatlon,
WGCHEL Jomwscon (U3) supz ested that the problem. night be referred back

- aubhord
s

to the two Sub-Committees for revision ol their reports in the light of the UK
. stabement,

R, P R0 GULOAG. (\fe 1eq ueil_%) ald thab oﬂEmce b lls natber cozlcei"nnd mainly
the enforcenont question, it fifl he morc practical “have the working

sroun on implementation meet inste ad of Sub-Committee La

e, Pruszynski (Poland) said an adjous crment of just a few hours would not be

enouzh, He had to consult his Govcm”tc,nt and wanted more tine,
then proposcd adjourimnent

The Choirman, Drs Herbert V. Evatt (iustrslia),
to tonorrow norning.
Sir Hohamed Zafrullah Khan (Pakistan)
Questions he and others had asked this morning and

surgosted, The Chalrman said those cuestions would be talken up latcer,
DR, JORGs G,m(‘f A GR.IADOS (Guatemala) asked if Sir .ilezender Cadogan would

asked what would be done with the
had subititted in writing,

dve furbther information to the Sub-Committees, if needed, Oir .letander sald
& would, ‘
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Dy JOJG aheE (Lrgentina) said thatb ordinarily he was agpinst having
privete constltations among the Groat Poweps, but in this casc, he thouzht it
night, be usefuly
lle asked that particular attention be paid to the legal questions
. r . \, .
that had been brought up.
Dpe HoLV/RD LuliGu (Norway) said that his country had been suarested
vy . o . [ .-
for mambership in the proposed five-member Cormission, bubt had not been
consulted in advance,
Dr, Lange sald that Norway was srateful. for the honor, but wanted to
. reserve its position on this matter for the time being, He dld, however,
mention that the proposed composition of the Comission did not seem
Nontirely satisfactory.!
¢ '. i .
SEMEN K. T8,0.0KIN (USSR) supported the Polish proposal for g longer delay,
The implications of the Eritish statoment, and the possible need for altering
the report, made it necessary for him to consult his Govermaent, also 4
Mr, JOMSON (US) felb that it would be useful for the Sub-Comuitbec

o)
_ hold a short meeting now, in any cose,
The Chairman then asked the Sub-Cormittoesto mect now briefly, and
fhe full Cormittoe to mect tomorrow morning.

e felt that the UK had said today in substonce vhat had boen said

_before, mercly adding detail to the gencral principles,

]

The mecting cnded at 3:55 p.m,

(D OF T.KS o 24,




