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L. HalS0 sl JOHNSCN SL.5ES US FOSITIUN ON PaLESTINE

Qonvening in private under the chairmanship of kr, K8../ERY FRUFZYNSKI (Poland)
the Sub-Cormidttec this morning heard a statement by Fit. HUSCHAL V. JUHNSLH (US.L)
on Iuplementation of the General .sseibly's decommendations and on the Transit-

ional Period,

lir. Johnsop_ sald that 1t was clear from the réport of the Speeial Committee
on Palestine and from statements of various reprasentatives in the ..d Hoe Committ-
ee that there is general agreeument with respect Lo early termination of the
Mandate, Ir, J umaon pointed out Lha,t it was alsc clear from stateignts made by

the United Kinguor Delegation that its Government regards the carly termination,

of the Mandate and withdirawal of its forces and administration as desirable,

bir., Johnson stated L}lat the report of the United Natlons Special Committee

on Palestine racomsended a two-"ear‘ transitional period starting from September
1947. However, he added, there had been sugrestions that it might be possible

to shorten the time betwoen the recommendations of the Gensral .assembly and the

independence of the two states. Mr, Johnson also said that the United States
Delegation felt that carly independence was not only feasible but desirable,

He statedthat the United States Delugation furthermore belizved that the date

for independence could be so fixsd that the Mandatory Power may, upon withdrawing,
turn over all governmentsl responsibility, including responsiuility for the
maintenance 8f law and order to the a,uthorities of the ..xr'ab. and the Jewish States,
Mr, Johnson said that this would obviate the necessity for a separate transitional
period under a trustesship or other ary «m"ewnt , end for the sstablishment of a
specilal United Nations Police Yorce.

Mr. Johnson went on to say that if this icea of termination of the landate

) . . . o 4+ y
nd simultaneous independence of the two states is adopted by the Sub-Comnittee,
certain changes in tnc Repurt of the United Nutions Special Committee on ralestdine,

, he " ; _
such as the deletion of all refersnce to a "transitional period would be desir

v e Sub-Committee discuss an
able, and would have to bs mede, He suggeste d thet the Sub-Committee discu 1
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coms to a conelusion on this suggestion and that, if it is favorakly considered,
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work beé;in imediately 'on ths neceséar:y dutai_led changes in the plan contained in
the Report of the Unitod Nations Sr;ecj,a.l Comdttee on lalestine.
Mr, Johnson stated 'bh&‘un in that event, the United States Delegation was prep-
ared to present specific proposals for the Sub-Commitbee's consideration,
Mr. Johnson stu'bed that he did not prosume to sat a c’-‘.efinitivegda'te for the

T

attairment of independence in Falesbine but he sug eshbed that July 1 1948 may be
a suitable date for wcrllcing purp@sus. He pointed out that the. steps leading to
independence shoui::l take place with the alvice and assistance of the General
assembly. He added that for this purpose the General assenbly should establish
a Unitedv Notions Cormission » hended by a Hish Commissioner, to advise and assist
in the transfor of the powers of Government from the Mandatory Fower to the two
independent stobes and the proposed territory of the city of Jerusalom and in the
establi@mant of ths new units of Government on a stable hasis,

after his statoment, kr, Johnson replied to soms ruquests for clarification

onthe part of nembors,

The Sub~Conmitbee will reconvene this afterncon ot 3 pen.
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