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The Chairman, Dr. H, V; Evatt (Australia) called the meeting to order at
B:15 p.m,, and gave the floor to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Chalrman of the Americén 
Section of the Executive of the Jewish Agency for Palestine,

Dr, -Silver began by peying tribute to the %ofk and Report of the United
Nations Speclal Committee on Palestine, He questioned why the Arab Higherycommitny‘
tee had been unwilling to presenﬁlits casé to UNSCOP, .

Dr. Silver said that when the Allies liberated Palestine in 1917, Pales—ﬂ

l:ine was a ségment of a Turkish province. Tﬁera was no politically or culturally
histinct Areb nation in that province, The Arabg who conguered Palestine in the
peventh century held sway over that c$untrj, waich containsed a very mixed and,

heterogensous porulation, for 437 yesrs out of more than 3,000 years of recorded

history in Palestine, After 1071 the uountry wag conguerel by various non—Arab

peoples, By the times the Avabs conquered Palestine in 634 A.D. the Jewish people'

had already>completed nearly 2,000 years of national history in thet country,
during which time they created a civilization which decidedily influenced the

course of mankind,

Concerning Arab economic grievances, Dr, Silver said that the Report of
yfhe United Natione Special Comnitles; wihich had exsmined all of them, ag wéll 45
- the relevaﬁt ohamteré in the Rowal Commigsion Roport Qf'lQSTL ¢onplusiﬁély prdfe@;
that the EaLaBLive Ara“s »Vvefut congideraviy and dirvectly from Jowish deve;aﬁ—

‘ ment in the economic, financial and social gpherss,

(END OF (#M) TAXE #1)
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Dr. Silver challenged the contenticn of the,Aréb Higher dommittec that,
in contrast with tke terrcristic acts of the Jows, the Arabs ordinarily fought~‘
face to face as noble men. He read extrects from officlal dispatohos to

support his point.

Dr. Silver th@n;ccmmented on the statement mede last Wednesday by Mr.
Avthur Cresch-Jones on behalf of the United Kingdom Government. This state-
~ment, said Dr, Silver, implied that the United-Kingdum Govermment not énly

did not wish to sseume solé regponsibility for implementing the Reﬁort,‘but

reserved to itself the right of relusing eny cooperation in implémenting the

final declsion of the United Nations, if, in its Judgement, the decision did
not comply with its own criteria of Justicé and with itg own preferred techniguﬂ
of implementation, ‘ i |

Why then, ssked Dr. Silver, had thé United Kingdom Government not hesi-
tated to em@lby in recent years a mllitary force of onekhundréd thousand men;
along with its nevy and ite air force, tovimpose, by force, & policy on .
Palestine which no international body had approved, which was contrary t§ thB  
purposes &nd provisions of the Mandate, and which, he said, had been thricef‘\‘
diaépproved,by international bodles?

It must be clear to everyone, Dr. Silver contended, that no settlement '
-of the Palestine problem was possible without some enforcement. | :

It was, he added, the realization that an Arab-Jewish agreement was imw

possible that prompted British Foreign Seoretary Ernest Bevin to turn the pm

_lem over to the United Nations.

(Bnd of Take #2) : P
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Dr, Silver_then'passed~on/the;Reporthf the United Natlons Speclel Com-
ttee on Palestine, and indicated the full approval of the: Jewish Agency on all
t.one of the eleven unenimous. recommendations made by the Ccmmittee. |
© The sixth reccmmendation, -which the Jewlsh Agency does not approve, calls:f
on the, General Assembiy "to undertske immediately the,initiétion and execution
an internationel arrengement whereby the pﬁoblem of the dlstressed European‘~‘
“wss~0£“whom.approxima&ely~25o,ooo are in essembly centers, will be.dealt with &
s 'a matter of extreme urgency for the alleviation of thelr plight and of the
alestine problem',

Dr., Lilver ébsefved.that,a similar recomuendation of the Anglo—Americaﬁ
rommittes of Inqulry had remalned a dead letter, and he exprGSSéd=tha‘hope thatf i
he nations of the world would welcome those emong the dimplaced persons who wigh =
o emlgrate to other lands than Palesb*ne.

But, added Dr, Silver, to compel tlhoge JerSh refugees, many of whom hava

Flose family ties with Palestine, to go agailnst thelr will to other lands and to

eny them the right to go to the Jewish National Home would be most unjust

The "intense urge of the Jewigh displaced persons to proceed 1o Pales-lg

t;ne and the refusal of mogt of them to go anywhers elae ‘gprang, Dr, Silver said;
not oriy from their reallzation that the prospects of thelr admission to other ff
Fountries wers slight in the extreme. It sprang’ preemlnently from the fact that
alestine offered to them that which they necded moat and oould not find anymhsre
else ~- the .chance of a real home in congenial surroundlngs with the asaurance of1

D erma.nency .

The 12th (not unanimous) recommendation of UNSCOF which reeds: "It~is‘ff
reaonmended that in the a@Praisal of the Palestine question, 1t be accepted ae

incontrovertible that any solution for Palesﬁine cannot be considered as & solv+

W'he Jewish problsm in general," called forth the fqllowing comment from.Dr
rers | | |

MORE
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"The 'Jéwiah problem in general‘ is not a problem of Jéwish immigrati
or of refugees. It is the age-old problem of Jewish national hcmeiessness,v TL
1g but one solutlon to this problem, a nauional home. This was the basic Jewie

Wes

problem which/faced by the Balfour Declaratlon and the Mendate, and to which Tt

proper golution was given -~ the reconstitution of the national hcme of the Jev

1

people in Palestine,” _ L ' o . C |

Of the minority proposals In the Report, Dr, Silver said Palestlne wol

‘become -in effect an Ared State with two Jewlsh enclaves, in Wﬁich the Jews woul

be frozen In the poéition of a,permanené minority of fhe population of the Fed:

State, |

| The Jewlsh province,-he,said; would not have control 9ver~immigration

even vithin the ‘nerrow aonfineé of 1ts own borders, . Nor would it have control
over lits own fiscal policies., The plan entailed for the Jews all the disad-

‘ﬁantages of partition -- and a very bed partition geographically*fr without th

compénsating advintages of a real partition: statehood, independence and free

immigration.

(END OF (PM) TAKE #3)
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On the majority preposals, Dr. Silver made & numper cf observatiqns.

These proporals, saild Dr. Silver, did not represent sablsfaction of the

Lahta of the Jewish weople. They were a serious atbeavation of theae.righﬁs.
 The firet partitioning ¢ Palestine, Dr. Silver declarad; took place in 3922

en Trang-Jordan, represeriiing three-fourths of the origlnal area of Paleetine,

8 .cut off end was afterwards set up Ly thé British ag an Arab Kingdom.

It was now propesed to carve a secund Argb ptate oﬁt of’ tha.romainder of the
untry, said‘Dr. Sllwer. In other words, he seid, the Jewlekh Vaticnal Home |
& now tc be confined to leus than one-elgith of the terri Jory originally set
iide for.it. This, he declared,was & sacrifice which the Jewlsh people . should
t be asked to uake.

Thg Arabs, eald Dr. Silver, possese todey independen’ mopaychles ip Seudl
abla, Yémen, Eeypt, Iraq, Trans~Jbrdan, and independent repﬁblics in Syris
d Lebanorn. | |

A populetion of 17 millions in Arab Asia cccuples an area of l,QQ0,000
uare m%&es, enormously rich in resources and potentilalities, he said. This
rea, which fermerly belonged to the Ottomsn Empire, and which, together wlth
prt, was Llibsrated by the Allled Nations, includes all the centera which are
yrimarily asgoclated in history with Areb and Moslem traditions. | ‘

l Palestine, he added, the histiric home of the Jewish people, which the aa
the world after the last war declared to bs the Jewlsh Natiecpal Home, 15,

ter the loss of Treng-Jordan, cnly ten thousand square miles In extent, and

t is now proposed, in the Madority Report, further to rGduce the area of the N

ewlsh National Home by almost one-helf.

 ‘3e€ﬂxﬂéﬁng@Q%STﬂ”Gﬁli§ﬁéq which the manrity proprsals do not include
1 themcpntemplatei Jawish State, Dr. Silver recalled thkat the Peal Géﬁmiséi'4

i@‘include Ik, ItS<QXGlU81OD, he Bald, weuld be an unjuatﬁfiable and partic

oua Pan&ioap In the development ¢f the Jewish State'

(End of Take #k4)




UNIT ko D NATIONS
Department of Public Information
Press and Publications Buresu
Lake Success, New York

Hoe. Committee on Palestine o o j (PM) TAKE #5
urth Meeting IR : : Press Relesse GA/PAL/M '
’ _2’October 1947'

(PM) TAKE 45
Palegtine

Dr. Silver declared that he would not question the propriety of placing ™
old olty of Jerusalem, which donfainS'the‘holy vlaces, as well as the holy ™
rines which may be owbside the walls of the old city, in thé custody of an :in-
fnatioﬁal‘trustee} as éuggeétéd by the majority proposal. But, he said, outéide
e o6ld city a mod.ern nsﬁ city has grown'up which contalng a coﬁpdct Jewish 8ec- -
on of approximately 90,000 inhebitents, This new cityiincludés the éentfal'
lonal, religlous and educationél'institutions of the Jewish people of Palqs
cluding all of Jerusalem from tﬁe‘Jéwish,State, he sald,; would be a particularly
vere blow for Jerusalem holds a unique place in Jewish life and religious
+aditiona.' |

Dr. Silver nevertheless declared that he would be prepared to recommend:
b the Jewish people acceptance of the majority proposals -- subject to further |
iscuasion of thé congtltutional and territorial provislong -- becauge the pro--
bsals made possible the lmmediate re-establistment of the Jewish State, and be-

huse 1t would ensure immediafa and continuing Jewlsh immigration.

Dr. Silver sald he was impreséed with the recommendation in the Report of

|
Bs prepared to accept this proposal.

a economle union between the two Arab and Jewlsh states and the Jewlsh Age

It should, be understood, however, he added, that the Jewish State muat
a&e In 1its own hends those ingtruments of financing and economicfcontrol neces:
ary'tb qarry‘out'largs*scale Jewleh immiératioﬁ and the related economic develc
snt, \ ‘ ‘
‘The Majority Report, he sald, provides, in effect, for a large subsidy
rom the Jewish to the Arab qtate,‘through equal shaiing by‘fhe two Stames of tt
at revenues from customs and joint services.
”his subgidy would. be a very heavy one in relation to the national i
Jewish Agency would, hcwever, be‘prepared to agsume thls ‘burden as one of
1ficés dasigned to £find a wﬁy out_of the present intolerable impassg,

MORE
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S Conoludiﬁg, Dr, Silver deolared the Jews mean to 56 g@od ne¢ghbors, not‘
~only to the Arab state of Palestine, but to the Arab states throughout the Middle
East. But, he added, neighborliness‘ is-a two-nided affalr,
~"The Jewlsh Agency, Dr. Silvervsaid, favoﬁr:an international authority
'ﬁnder7the United Nations to supervise and insure the implementation of its degls

| Apove all, they urge that ‘the transitional period be as brief as poseibdle. Tso .

years, he said, ls conslderably longer than ls necegsary or desirable,-

Finally, Dr, Silver agreed‘with the Report that "whatever the solutioh,
anfcrcement measures on an extensive scale may be necegsary for some time," al~
; rthough the Jewish Agency hoped that the transition from the present status of th1
lloounxry‘to the new status of two independent states, would be attended by a mini
of friction and conflict, 'If the forces of the United Kingdom should not be ava
@; Table to the United Nations dufing the‘transitional.period, he sald, the Jewish: .
Ukvpé&plé”bf Palestine would provide without deldy the necessary effectives to main

“tain public securlty within the”country;

The- Committee adjourned at 4:15 p m., and, will reuonvene temorrow:.

Friday, at 3:00 p,m.

- (End of Take #5 and end of Prees Release GA/PAL/A)
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B ..LiST NG COMMITTEE HEARS ST.THMENT OF JBWISH CaSE

' "At ‘today'.s fourth meeting, the 4d Hoc Committee on l’aiéstine heard a
N oment from Dry ibba Hillel Silver, Chairrian of the umerican Section of the
ish Agency for' Falestine.

| Dres Silver declared that the very idenﬁity of Yalestine as a unit of
hn soclety is an achievement of Jewish history, that the coﬁrit’ry lost its .
érate character with the Jewish disperslon and oﬁly,resumed a specific‘role
histcry when the lalestine Mandate was ratified,

Gonoefning Arab eccnomic grievances, Dre Silve; sall the UNSCOY and

Nl Commissioﬁ Reports prove that the Palestiﬁe arabs bonefitted frem Jewish
alopment o | -

Counenting that Mr, arthur Cree,chmJones hg& stated that the Unitéd
pdem did not wish to assume sole responsibility for jmplemeﬁting the Report |
reserved the right of refusing any cocperaticn in a decision it found to
unacceptabley / |

/ B;‘:EE\;»; asked why the United Kingdom Goverr.lmen'b had not hesitated
employ dn recent years military force,‘ Tt was, Dr. Silver said, the reali-
ion that an Arab-Jewish agreement was impossible th‘:;xt prdmpted the British
eign Secretary, Mr. Brnest Bevin, to turn the p:t*crbln'am over to the United
ionse

Dr, ‘Si‘lver indicated the full approval of the Jewish hgency of all the
evén unaﬁimous recommendot ions made by the Comuittee, except the sixth one;
is calls for the Geneml\jlssembly to undertake execution iﬂmecliateiy of an m-
rnational arrangement vhereby the preblen of the Buropean Jews would be dealt E
h as a matter of extreme urgency, for the alleviation of their plight and c;i': |
o Talestine problem),

0f the _miﬁority proposals ; Dr. Silver said they would make cf Valestine

d.rab State in which the Jews wculd be frogen in the position ¢f a permanent

(VORE)




- ralestine ..

1

\Gf théﬂjajorifyi;roposalS, Dr.‘Silver observed they are a serimus'
attenuatlon of the rights of ‘the Jewlsh pecnle, Oomlng after the cruatlon of
Trans—Jordan-as an Arab Kingdom he said the partltlnn plan proposed: by‘thb ReJ
port would confine the Jewish Naticnal Home to one—eighth offthe’@erritcry ori~

M.ghmﬂysebaﬂdefu*ﬂ. |

Regarding Jestern Galilee, which the magorlty preposal. does not 1nclude in,

 the Jewish State, Dr. Silver declared its exclusicn wculd greatly handicgp the

development of the :Jewish State. He alsc guesticned the wisdom of_placing al; R

Jerusalem with the modern Jewish gity, in the custody of an intérnational‘prugtge
Pr. Silver declared, however, the Jewlsh Agency was prepared to\éccept

. the Repert in order to moke possible the establishment of a Jewlsh State and con~

; tlnulng Jewish immigration.,

it - 1 e .

Dr. Silver agreed that an 1nternat1unal authorlby under the Unlted

’Nations should supervise and insure the implcmentatiun of its decisions. He

agreed that whatever the sclution, emforcement measures might be necessary and

;%: he added that should the forces of the United Kingdom not be available the Jewisk

,Péople of velestine would provide the neeessary‘effecﬁives.ﬁc maintain public
Security@k

| The Commitﬁee adjourned aﬁ Lilh p.m,.and will reconvene tomorrow, Friday,
é‘ut ,3 Pafle

(4 earcnolog ical account of this meeting is given in Takes ﬁl'thrcughj
#5 which follow this sumuavy,) ’




