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PALESTINE SOMYTTTER HEARS U,S. STATE
ITS POSITION -~ INDIA, CHINA,.SYR7A, :JRAN ALSO SPEAK

'I

Inclia, the United Statea ’ China, Syrie. and. Iran today presen“oed their views

on Pa.leetine to ‘the 1lt;h meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Palestinian Quee- l'

| tiorL. | |
; The United. ‘States Went on record as favering the ma,jor ’c:);”z"epox"f rlo:f‘ tﬂe‘UNSCOiJ‘
with reeervations. The U, S. .RO_Q«- aeente’olve, Mx Herschel V Johnson, declared the
' the General Asaem‘bly daid not undertake to aeeume responsi‘b:tlity for the administre—
‘ tion of Pei.l.eet:!ne d,uring the proceee oi‘ tranezi.tion to independence, pointing out _'
that. at px'esent ’ reeponeibility for the Government o:t‘ Palestine reste with the .
- MandL&tory Power.' To aeeist in t‘me establishment of workable political settlement
in I’aleetine, Mr. Johneen pledged U g, aid. to meet ecoromic and f:.nancial probleme
g well as the problem oi' 1nterna.l law and -order during the traneition pemori.
In regm*d i.e the lattex' point, he suggeeted the poeelble esta:blishment o:f' a spec~.
lal pelice :f'oroe recruited by the U N. on a volunteer besls. Mr. Johnson added
thie d.id not ref'er to the peesibility of violatione by any Member of its obligetion
to rei‘raln from the threat or use of force in ite intemationel rela,tione,' assuming_
he eaid,, that the Charter would be o'bsex‘ved. | -
| Mre Vi.jaya Lakeshmi Pandit of Ind:la presented her ceuntrv 8 obJection to the
i" Partition plan, e:t‘:t‘ering in 1ta plece the immediete formetion of en "indepe'ident
- Areb state in which the Jews, in areas where ‘chay &re 8 m&JQri“cy, will en,jov vide

pomars of eutonomy. Mrs. pwdit ulse declared that her country x’egards the prob-

lem od dleplaced Jews in Iurope se the immediate problem of the. General pdseably,

,, ~rather than ef the Ad Hoc Gommittee.

'I‘he third epeaker today wes Dr. m F. Teiang of China, ho urged that the dif-

th
eronces af the Arah and Jews in Palestine mugt first he n&rrowed. down before ®

of
ommittes undertakes to enforce any scheme now under discussion for the eolubicn

. i ab
he Palestine question, Referripg to a sbatement by the Representative of the Ar

. r,
lgher Committes that any partition of Palestine would be reeieted vy force, Dr,

(MORE)
>
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Telang declared that any cou.rse tal;en now, which wmulcl lead to further violence
would be a deviation from the primary objectlve of the United Nations ¥ namely, the
maintenance of peace among nations. | o ‘_

Mr. Faris el-Khouri of'Syria, preseﬁ’c‘éd' the Arab view, and armounced that he
would. submit g, proposal for the ccnsideration of the legallty of the Mandats and.
the Balfour Declaration by the International Court of Justlce, Mr, el-Khouri de~
voted the last part of his speech to a critwcism of the proposals by the Unﬁted -

States representative, in pa:c‘t‘cular condemning the U.S, suggestlon that a i‘orce

of volunteers armed by the United Nations, be charged with keeping order in Pal—

estine.

The Fifth and last speaker was Mr Mostai"a ,Ad.l of Iran. He‘sam hie coﬁntry
could not agree with the majority report of UNSCOP becduse 'lt felt such a a:tolu- )
tion d1d not conform to the United Na,tions prinojples of Justlce B equalxty anrl res:
nect for the right o:t‘ all peoples to self determination w1thout oubsmd.e in'ber:f‘er—
ence. '

He ‘explained that while Tran, as om:av 0f the Memﬁers of UI\ISCO"'3 had, i‘lnally
asgented to ths Federal State proposal recommended in the Minority Repor’c » the |
Iranian Representatlve on UNSCOP had rsserved the right of his Government to take
any subsequent etand it might think fit -

In aucordance with this, the Iranian Government proposes that Palestine be |
granted its independence and that the inhabitants of Pa.lesmne ’ alone ’ be left to
decide whether they wmh a Fed.er&l Sta.te ; two states, or any other workable golu-
tion, | B

The meeting _advjomed shortly before 1:00 p.m. and will reconvens Monday ab

3:00 p,m,

tt#ttH
(A chronologlca.l account of this .;meeting ig given in Takes #l ‘ohroué?h i’)‘):
which fo]_low this Summary )



UNITED NATIONS
DEPARTHENT OF FUBLIC INFORMATION
PRESS DIVISION .

Lake Success, Nassau Coutity; New York.

Ad Hoe Committee on Palestine (AM) Take #1
1lth Neeting. Press Release Gi/PAL/12
11 Ostaber, 1947
(AM) Take #1
Palestine

The 1lth ‘meeting of the id Hoc Conmittee on Palestine was opened
by its Chairman, Dr. H.V, Evatt (iustralia) shortly after 11 this murning,’

The first speaker was Mrs. Vijaya Lakashmi Pandit, head of the
India delegation. lirs, Pandit explained at the start that her country
regsards the problem ef displaced Jews in Europe as the concern of the
General issembly as a whele, rather than:ef the Ad Hee Cemmittee on
rFalestine,

The displaced Jews ef Europe, Mrs, Pandit said, censtitute a
preblen which shnuld be "tackled" at the earliest ecppartunity by the
General iLssembly, » ghe added, it is the attempts which are being made
te view the Palestine questien mainly as ene .of finding a hrme for a large
number nf displaged Jews that is causing much -of the present unrest ameng
the Lrabs of Palestine,

On the question of the nelitical future of Palestine, Mrs. Pandit
declared that India believed the gelutien to be the formation immediately
of antindependent Arab state in which the Jews, in areas where they are in
a majerity, will enjey wide powers of autonany."

iny etuer solutien, she said, would enly lead to conflict, the
result of which "misht well be 'the re-enactient in Palestine of the
Greek tragedy en a vaster scale.”

Speaking for India, she added, "eut of our bitter experienceés.s

the price.ene pays fer the delay in the settlement -¢f o preblem can be

terrible "
T cenclusien, lrs. Pandit declared: Wi solutien has te and must
be £sund, witheut the need for enfercement. The peace :of the entire Middle

Fast is at stake."
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The Second S;)L{LkCI‘ wa.s :Icrschcl V. Johnson (United States) who anncimeed
that the Unit.d States Delegation swororted the ”lu,s:Lc 1:-r111c -los of the unaninous
recomiencotions! ‘L.n\n thp HMajority Plon which jrovides for partition r~nd imisration
lr. Johnson said, however, that his r.‘.clo;;atian would suugcst certain -
m‘nczr_lcments and modilfics - atiens in the Majority Plan in order more L.ccurc.tely to sive
effeet tc the ‘"rn_nc:lul(,a oir which thnt plen is o"‘. e JLS an c:cf‘nvle he cited the

bulicd that wfl" shorld bo included in the .rob Statc, beeause it is predomdnently

.

an Lreb eity.  The Undted States, he sni-;‘: , hovins conbributed its blood and

resonrces to the winudn: of “orld Jor I, felt it could not divest itsclf of a
curtain rospensibility for the Arrmer n which freod torritorics in the Eonp

Post wore O SR0SCL of or fir the fatc of neovles Libercted at that time, It tock

nosition, he seid, that thesc dveples should be prepored for selfjovernent

nlso thnt o notional heme for the Jews should bo established in Palo stinec,

The United Stotes Dolosabion, ho centinusd, wished to meke certain obscrve-

tinns on the carrying out of such rocorm wendoabilons a8 the Goneral .escibly oy

nedee roecarding the future govermaent of Pelostine.

A

Y Generel Lsscbly CAG not," he declared, by adnittin~g this item to its

anendo, undtertnke to assunc rosponsibility for tho administration of Prlestine

i fwrings the process of transition to incCepondeonce, Responsibilit. for the

Govermment of Delestine, he soid, new rosts with the Mencotory Powcr. Hewever,

he added, the Goaeral asscibly would not fully Jischer;e its Obllij&'tlcn if it

did not tnle c::arrui‘ully inte account the problan of implonent ~bion.
A iy T+ od ot
The United States, he snid, wes willing to perticipate in a United Hations

nrosran to assist the portics involved in the establishment . of a X:Oll».blc‘
s ey . ] at s I
nelitical settlument in Palostine, Thoe nussistonec nontioned, he explained, would

1 7 3 .3 T 3 - 4 e A I T - ) 3 "" "y TS
be -dven threwh the United Eotioms, wo neet cconcmie and financinl probleri

as well as the problem of internol low and orler curing the transition LCrioGs

The problen of internal law and. crder Curin; this period, he defined os the
. - . ry - E .
possible estoblishnent of a ceisl constobulary or policce forece recruited on &

» <. s LT 3 S T 3 et o * t (SN ¢ rj-rl'"
voluntcer basis by the United linticns, Ht:, pointed out that hc was not Urefcrring

a T
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Polosting,

- tho possil '.gll'[}' of violations by ony lembor of its obli jatlons to rofrain

[ 5]

fron vhc throat or usc of force in its intermational relotions®  This wos
hasul, he odded, on the assumption that the Charter would bo obscrved.
Surding up the situation, he sai.“z that in the final rmalvs:Ls t‘tu, nroblen

of peiddns any solution 1or1’ rosts Wltll the people of Palestine., If new peliticnl
institutions were to encdurc, he said, they must provide for carly assunption
i tho peoy 1» thansclves oi‘ the responsizility for their own demestic orcer,

Certain clunonts, he said, hnve resortod to forse ond tcrror to obtain their

own norticulnr aims. This violince, he continued, ot:v:u:usly rmist ceasc if
independence 1s to be more thon an oapty ph.o:;S(, in tue Holy Lond,
In conclusion, Hr, Johnson il thet if tho Comiltbtec fovoraed thc princinles

of the iajority Plan, a sub-comaittec should he established to work out the

t.‘.ct:-.il::: of n yrosrem which could be rocomendel to the Goenoersl .sscibly.

AN

(E5D OF T.XE 5 2,)
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"“hu, third spcaker was Dr. T,¥, Tsiang of China. Dr. Tsiang stated; that his
Delegation feels the Cormittee rust oonsidef the possibili%;y of a bloody conflict,
if it tries to enforce any of the schemes undef discussionv for the solution of
the Palcstg.m—, questlon, without fws’t, trying to narrow the gap of difference be~
tween the J cws and the irabs, He addud that he regretted t‘mt th Representative

. he .
of the 4rab Hipther Committee was so 1“ou1t1vo wmn/uccurud that Partition of

Palestine woulc‘. be resisted bj force, | Howevcr,. he said, he could not shut his
cyes to the fact that blood bas been shud in ‘thf. past and that Cven today Pales—
tine is su:f‘;ﬁ"orim._. from physic"u violcnt, -Lny course taken now, he said, which
v\;;uld lead to further violence would be a deviation from the priiary objoctive
of tfxe United iations, namely, to naintain peace arong nations. For this
rcason, the Chinr‘;se Representative sald his deleg: stion considers it iuperative
to persist in negotiation and reconciliation,
Dr. Tsiang recalled that for sone six or seven senturics China had had a
Jewish Coummunity in Honan‘ Province, but that China had never been conscious of
heir being different frow. any other Chinese. In more recent years, he said,
Jewish people had come form all over the warld, but that they had always' bcen
taken as bnglishuen, .nmericans, ¥renclmen, Italians or whatever th eir ,flatlomlltf&
' many Jews had oor tq Shanghal, and nad recelved,
48 a result of the Hitler regine, he said / somwmat better treatuent than
Chinal's own destitute, There was, he said, a foreign refugve problem in Shanghai,
but no Jewish problas,
Dr. Tsiang asked that iimediate attention be given to the problem of the
250,000 distressed liuropean Jews now in .issenbly centers. But, ho stated, it
was unfailr and perhaps physically impossible to send this entire nunber to

Palestine, and that, therefore, whatever solution was found for the Pelestinian

i d » i sPugce r and in acdi-
probler, something rust be done for the Jewish refugees apart froi

tion to Palestinc, (MOE)
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He surzested that other nations, in rany respects more fortunate than Pal«

cstine, should set an exaiple in generosity, "If the Assembly, "he said, '"should

fail to establish the principle of proportionate sacrifice anong the nations,

what we may have to say to our .rab friends would be without woral copency."

Dr, Tsiang explained that he hac hearcd historical, legal and humanitarian

v

sons advanced in support of an independent Jewish state in Palestine, On

(2

rea

1

the other hand, he said, learned reasons based_ on history, law and squity have
been put forth in support of the Arab claliim, . Trese ;ajbtur reasons, he sald, are
as yooC as that of any other people to the land which they occupy and possuss
todey. He acded that while he could not accept all the arab arguuents, he felt
that they had censiderable force,

Dr, %siang declared that the ﬁ:‘u:t@ to reéueét the arabs "c,o cooperate with
th? United Hations and with the Jewish ngency in fostering a National Home for
Jews in Palestine wouid be "after we have decided ﬁo .ma‘xc@ Our.prc)li\ortj,onatq; COol~
tribution to the _solution of tl{e Jewlsh refugee problem and za‘f_"ber we have given

consideration te the special position of the .irabs in Palestine!,

(End of Take #3)
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AD HOC COMMITTEE N PilESTINE--TAKE #
The fourth spesker this rorning wes lNr, Faris el~Khoury (Syria), Mr,
l'l-i\hour‘}', after pr senting a ponorandc history of early Falestine and the Jews,

declared the irabs of Falestine cammot subscribe tc whet het ermed "Zionist

vagaries! and Mwill wob Zive up their homeland to aliens from the four cophers.
of. the world m the streggg;;thof fantastic racial theories and 2 dbematic inter-
pretation of history peculiar to thenselves snd repudisted by nany Jewish authe
| oritiess" | '

Mr. el-Khoury qsswt sd that deppite the fact that Judaism is cnly a relizion,
the Zirnists stress the aspiratio.n of Jada:ism:for a scverea.gﬁ state, - suidherents
of cne faith havevno reason 6o és;iira’ t& a'sgebe on the basis of their peligion,

he sadid. E o,

n . A ‘. - 13 .. N - ,
the Syrian Delepate next turned to the inbernstional arreenents entsred in-
to in eomection with Falestine, and carmented thet from the start, the. Arebs

had chjected to the fac‘b that the political aspects of the Palestine question

ware ,;:n ven preosdence over the legzal aspects.
My . b —~Imou1~y uq*lmned that the Arabs wished to contest the lezality of

the Handate on I'alestine, particulerly in regard to itst erms concerning the es—

tacl*shr..&nt in Palestine of & Jewish Wational Hone. '"On'the legal aspect", he

staterd, "we shall subiadb 2 proposal f or its discussicn end request the Internae-

ticnal Ceurt of Justice for & lezal opinion on the subject"s

My, pl——f*hnumr devobed tha rqs’o L h:Ls talk to = criticisn of the Um‘oeu .St,ates

sbatulent, presented earlier today.

. S " Cr N ] ot “ o) in blooo
Rc—:ferrn.ng:; to s shatement by Mr. Johnson eoncerning contributions in blood and

“

. ’ ‘ e 1 Tn g S the - libe 1or ‘the Arab pro-
resources to the winning of World War I, and to the liberation of the hrab p

T Ye .1
vinces, Mr, el-khoury seid: e are led to conclude-that the United Statés made

: T e 3 e - 5 ¥elostine to the Jews"
these srerifices in lives and wenlbh in order T’“_" nresent Pelestin N

. e TiaT astd s o sl 4 - ridst ¢f hestile
The creation of a Jewish state in Palestine, isclated in the nidst of

‘ iclable wi ong foreign sup
ccurbries, he declared, would be naturally viclable withcut strong f 2 o~
nJews of America, and especial~

port, This support, he gnid, would come from the

ly the wealthy Jewish smpitalists of New Yorkh, He adled that it was with the

(MORT) ‘ SRRIRERRREER -
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help of United Stabes money tha‘iy“cfvith'e‘:,Je‘mjif;‘mlrl '..',;ii‘mixigr‘?nts :Lnﬁo Palestine had been
ahle to achieve the symptoms of pfosp@rity which are praised by visitors..

He then asked what the behaviof of the United States cculd be in this concern,

other than poliﬁioal and coonoic anbition ~— to. acquire a foothold at the gate
of the Midille Ecst?

The :waericen spesker, he said, stressed the United Sta‘t»eg resronsitility for
ﬁh@ nfate of the peoples liberated" after the first world war, 1hm, he asked, are
the peoples liberated? Are thoy not the inhabitants of Falestine? Aiﬁl he added:

"Is this the justice to which the Churter refers——to decice the fate of these

people by expelling them from their ho:rngs and robiving them of their independence,
in order to neke room for foreisn intruders composed of all the races and nation-
alities of the world?” ‘ . ) .

Was‘ it a principle of the Charten cr of Fresident Wilson's 14 points, or of
the Covenant of the Leasue of Nations to deprive the people of any territory
of their risht to self—cletcm:zjmation?; he asked,

Clajzing that the lalestine problem had erisen out of the Bnlfour Declara-—
tion &1’13.1‘ the Mandate, Mr, el-Khoury peiterated thab his preposal that the matber
of tne legaliby of these docwents he referred to the International Court of
Justice for a legal opinion under ;;rfcicle 96 of the Cherters . Such & body, he
said; culd decide whathl(s'r the terms of the Manlate regarding the intreduction
uf nordes of izrmig;rants by force inﬁo Falostine to form themselves a naticnal
hore is or is not cc.fnsis’cw::nt with the provisions of the Covenant of the Leawue,
ahc}i} with the funiamental rights of pecyles,

If he said, the Uz?ited Stotes considers iteelf bound by the Charter, tho
U.Sq ust think of the scope allowed the General assenhly in naking recormenda-—
ticns and finding out if this hgsenkly is competent to partition Palestine, ik
rosing vhat he- t&;r.r;;ed pelitieal, econogic and social orders snd decisions in—
c:omp.atiléla wi’ch the esgsential rights of a pecple to determine the sort of ad-

rinistration they desi rey

(1oRE)
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He eriticised, particularly sharply, the duggestion by the United States
“ of organizing a force of volunteers to be armed by the United Netions and charged
with keeping order in I'amiestine. Tt does not requiré ruch ingemuity, he said,
to guess who the wvolunteers would be, or to surmise with whom this plan was for-
mletad, | '
In the end, he said, the .rabs are not likely to capitulate to any scheme
| whichl tonds to make fc&ei‘gn intruders domisont in any part of Falestine. Nor
are the rrabs ready, he said, to evacuate, in favour of cutsiders, the scil which

they have watered during centuries by their blood,

(END OF TAKE i)
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| Mr, Mostafa Adl of Tran then told the Cor"z;iittee that Iran had been unable to
arree with the Majority Report of UNSCOF as they considered that the solution
reco::mencled in that Heport did not conform to the principleé which cught to guide
the United Nationwﬁamely Justice, equality.and réspect for the right of all
peoples to self~determination without ocutside interferences |

In the absence of a workable and practicable psrmanent solution, he said,
it had been necessary for Iren as one of the Merbers of UNSCOP to have recourse

to &t emporary coupromise solution which was the creation of a Federal State

in Palestine as recormended in the ldnority Report, The Iranian Representative
had :
n UNSCOF, he added,/at that time, however, reserved the right of his Government

boke whatover sibsequent sband on the Falestinian Question it might think fit.
Now, he sald, it appeared that the sclution recormendad by the Minerity had

Eg not heen favorably received in the Cormittee and Tran therefore wished to suggest

. asolution which it believed to be the only onet ruly compatible with the Charter,

He proposed thet Falestine be granted its independence and that the inhebi-

and the inhabitants of Palestine
tant s of Palesting,Mlong, be left to decide whether they wished to form two

% stibes or one Federal State or find any other workable solution, The United

| Netions, he said, should give independence to the "Falestinians" and not concern

bself with whebher those Palestinians were Moslems, Christians or Jewss
If thet were done, he said, then Iren would support whatever ultimete solu-

tion tha Falestinians worked cut for thenselvesa

In the course of his speech Mr, Mostafa Adl said his Ugvernment was seeking

asolution in the spirit of the Charter and wished to make it clear that it was

a0t bedng sgayed either by its synpathy for the Jews or ibs close ties with the

iral States,

The meeting then adjourned,’ ke ekt tweting will take place on Monday,

Oetober 13, 3 P.M,
" (AD OF TaKE #5 and FRESS RELEASE GA/FAL/12)




