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AD HCC COMMITTIEE ON PALESTINE HEARS STATEMENT BY MR. VOCSHE .
SEERTOK OF JFWISH AGENCY ]

"'At ‘this afterncon's meeting the Committes heard a sta.tamenf from Mr,
Moshoe ‘Spertok, Head of thé Political Depertment of the Jewish Agéncy for Palestins,

i, Shertok firet drew attention to the fact that the point of view of th"*es‘-'
Ara.bs cof Palestine had heen presen:tod many times by those within the Uni ted Nations
who wére so linked to the Arabs by culture and tradition ag to have an identlty cf’

1 view, The Jews, ‘on the other hand,, “could expx'esa themselves only ‘bhrough the

Jewiah A(*ency in tha Committee and not at all in the Ausembly. This very disparity
sald Mr. Shertok:, ﬂlustrated one of the fundemental issuss involved in the :
Palestlna quesbmn - that on the o e hand the Jews s laclcing at present natjonal
Btatus s 1001{@(1 e I‘almstlna ag hhe mnly counl, y in which the Jewish people could
hope to a.ttajn a secure home and national status., On the other hand, the Arabs ofv
Palestine were only 'a small part of the Arab peoplea who, on the whole,; enJoyed
national sovereignty throughout very conslderable tarritory in the M:delca Best,

Mr, Shertok sald that this situation had been 'reccgh”ified by ‘the ‘{r::lc't'c;i'é;‘v
of World Wer I end had been the premise which kad resulted both in the dacle.ratioﬁ
that the Araks would be helped to achieve freedom and national scvereignty and
the premime that a Natienel Home for the Jews would be created in Palestine, Ie
 : adduced several arguments bc support hie view that the two statements had been
intended to be complementary, Palestine not being inc':luded ameng the territory
in which the Arobs were to realize thelr national sovereignty.

| No%ing that 37 ef the present Mewbers ef the United Naticons had hewn
Mrwbors of tho Loaguo, Mr, Shertok pointed out that the Dalfour ﬂncla:r'ation had
¥ecome a recegnized iIntersatienal instrument fellowing 1ts adoption by the League
and endorscmsnt By the United Stebes, It was thersfore included as "part eof the
Lawv of tho Tnited Natlons” under Ar%:icl§ 8@ of the Gharker - a fact which Mr,
_Shertek sald was well rocegnized by #ke Arabs at San Franclsco, where they made
i ‘unsuceessful attompts te have Article 88 deleted,

Me. Shertok quoted frwm ¥he Charter $he sentepce reaffirming fafth in

N\




2= ' : Surmmary
TR e T e sy GA/PAL/Z"
R E R TR S R A SR 17 Gctober 1647

vfuuclanmntul human rlghts ; and. he asgerted that 1t applied to the case of thp
Jewlgh claim foﬁr statshood, -
Mr., hertck ipclarpd that" Arsb. activity mureasgd in the: MEABWE S A8 Jewlsk
development nmprnssrd, and lfe &e»nled that h"ra Jw'ws ar'w dmvmg th( Ara‘bs from
thairflands. Ee }:Mntﬂd nut that a large purt of thm land acquirpd hy thp Jewq Yad

- erigingliy been. gwmn up ag mcapable 3f' cultlvatlon and kad to be rr~cla1mnd at

L.
w! :

,1" eavy cost,

Mr,. Sh@rtok said *l"rd' bhe B&Grlficws involvwl in thn parmtj on. plan cannc/t bv

oxagg@ratr—d. Hn addcd ‘oha.t thn, Jrswiqh Agenc:y dor>s nnt I‘:»m&rd thf annomic unlon

'ﬂof ‘the propes“d Arah and Jewmh S‘ba‘t“‘—s ag cssr—ntial fnr ’ohr> lattnr. ‘

*Jnited Natieans decision but adrl d #hat compli@ations zaris:ing' frmm a se~ 1r:mcn’é of

.

‘thf~ Palpshnn Questlm w111 b@ smallnr 'n th mnnt of a United Nations dnnlslnn

- e .
s . y

than without 1t
'I‘h~ Crvmnltt SE mll rwronvem tormrrow, wburday 18 Octobﬁr, at 3-’%9 p o
(s chrancl')mcal 'lcenunt of thi,, mmmtmg in Wm in T xhoﬁ 7‘,‘1 throunh #3'

_uhieh: fellow. thig Sumery), -
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TALESTINE  (I'M) TAKE #1

Mr., Moshe Shertok, Head of the Folitical Department of the Jewish izency
for'Talestine, was the first speaker at this afternoon's meebingof the ad Hoe
Committee on the Islestinian (uestion, :
: : found

Mr, Shertok began by saying that the Jewish fLgency,/itself at a serious dis-

. : ’ d
advantage in relatlon to its.irab counterpart, becsuse it alocne represented the ?
Jewish people in the face of the fifty-seven nations assembled in the Committes,
whereas the aralis of Falestine had b rothers, several Members in the Committee,
with ‘whom they were united by the closest ho ndg of kinship and identity of out~
lock, This disparity in status, soid Mr, Shertok, hetween the representation of
’the arab and the Jewish-case ot the Committee was still more obvicus at the As~ é
sembiy from which the Jewish ipency was completely delarred.

Mr, Shertek then declared that in the question of Felestine, the United
Nations were Taced withtwo main issues: first, that lalestine is the unly country g
in which the Jewilsh jeople can hope to attain a secure home and a national sta~—
tus on equal footing with other indejendent ne tlunS' and second, that the arabs
of Talestine arc not a pecople in thamselves but a “fraction of a much larger

' unit, amply sccure in the possession of vast areas and in the enjoyment of full-
fledged soverelsnty and independence,

This dualism, said Mr, Shertok, was clearly rufluctud in the internaticnal

instruments of the time: the purpose of the Mandates for Syria anﬂ Irrg was

to preparce those countries for inderendences the primary yurpose of the Ialestine
Mandate was to promete the establishment of the Jewish National Homo, b
:
Mr, Shertok then went on to say that an atbtempt had been made in the Committee
to invalidste the part of the settlement concerning Falestine and to extend to

Falestine the validity of the other part, In this regerd . Mr. Shertok referred

to the arjuments rut forth at a previcus meeting by the Representative of Takistan,

Mr. Shertok quoted statements by the late King Hussein of the Hedjoz and by his
son, th@ lwtb King TFeisal of Irag, to the effect that L&lbut ine wes the homeland
of the Jews, and that Jewish immigration into that country was worthy of encourage-

ment, (MORE)
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Mr, Shertok then’ turned to tl;e cpéétion oi‘ the international validj:'by of
the- lfale's;pinian‘-v--sa,ﬁfj].ement which resulted from World War L, Of fhe McMahon
promisesﬁéhd :;’t:;h;a Hogarth messase which the iakistan lepresentative had cited
as proofs that I»alestine was not e;;cluded from the plans for indeendemce of
the Arab c.untriés, Mr,. Shertok said that both documénts were. at hest instru-
ments regulating the relaticns between Great Britain and a certain nraly dy-—
nasty, but that no ézhc;unﬁ" of legalistic casuistry could avail to-undermine
the overr’iding;;; 'authorit.y-,of the- ialestine Mandate,

Mr, Shertok declared that under article 80 of the Charter, the Mandnte,

»as long as it had not heen replaced by any other instrument, was part of the

j_J

aw of the United Natisns, Mr, Shertek also stated that as many as 47 cub of
the upresent 57 members of the United Nati'oﬁs had leen members of the Leoague
of’ Hations, and among the A7 were also Sgypt’and Iraq.. The delejate for
Egypt, he said, cieclared during the Special Session of thé Assembly, that when
his country jeined the Leéague of Notions it made a reservation rerarding the
lalestine Mandate, but a serubiny of the records of the Lesgue of Nationg re-—
‘vealed no trace of such'a reservation, Irag, added Mr, Shertok, joincd the
League under a d eclaraticn that it would fulfill all the obligations witich
membershiy: of the Leatue involved; this certéinl;} included respect of the
talestine Mandate, said Mr. Shertok,

»

- (END OF TWKE #1)
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HOC COMRLTTEE O ALLESTING ~ (Ph) "‘.;IL.. WoR
Continuing, lr. Shortek sald that it was the awertions, scerifices and .f;.'inal
ﬁictorw of .’L]_l:i.c;:d armdes which resul Lcd .L"l the llbe"‘ .Lon of Palestine and the
arab provinces, It wes to thatb vic'bgr:f, he soid, that most independent srab
Stotes of todny owed their existonce, If Lhey acceptecl the boon of independence

which fell inbo thelr lay like a rine pllLl he added, they must accept its price,

‘

The pledge to grant the Arabs  dadependunce in lavge arens and the setling aside

of Falestine for the Jeuwish people wore organic parts of the same war settloment,
It was, hir. Shortok wend on, oLided vietory again in Jorld War LI uhich saved

that indepe nnu“uw. To that sccond vietory, he soid, the wrab Stoates cont ~:mutea

-
oy \

‘nothing, ‘h(, O‘ll" (mnzm'n.m,u , he doeels meci , in the Hiddle Bast which 1‘(,,L..,.1 Zought

]

in the wor and had its heart in the fighting were the Jows of alestine,
Iir, Sherbolr suoted Lrem the opening passage of the Chorter the sontonce

reaffirming "fodth dn Dundomonted hwnan rishts, in the digndty and worth of the
human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small,”
L
fie dignity and worth of a Jew as o human person, he sald, could not Jully
. ,

agsert, Lusull, nop could Jewlsh mon and womers attoin equal rights with others,
wless the poowle to which they belong were placed on o footing of comploto
equality with other peonles - thal ds, wiless its national existence wore
seeured end anloess it wore enabloed to enjoy, ot lemt in one corner on the facc
of the flebe which it coudd call dhs ovn, the digndlty and elffective pretoectlion of
statchond,

‘ Resarding the arab contention that the Jews are not a people ond have no valid
cormection with rnlesting, Mr, Shertol said the Jewish peomle was born in ralestine
and shaped by it, and thoat it was an untruth and an irrclevoncy to sugpest that the
Jews of Iuronc wera not dews ab all but descendants of a liongolian trihe

Fr. Shortels was coually eriticel of the irab contenbion that most Jows are not

Z mnis L3,

»

Huehh had been made of the fact,he suid, in Jewish enterpriscs, a5 a rule, Jo-
wish labor was employed. But, he said, the main criterion by which the volue of

1

T,m .y . N ’ i - rn ) e -
wish devolomient to the.aral population stood or Iulll wie nnt how o rn e wore

Giployed by Jews, but whether the total volume of employment svailoble to the

s , o ‘ (LIORE)
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Lrebs rose or dropped as its result, ond one.of the most conspicuous trends in

Falestine!s econciile life, he said , was the constant lncrcase of lrab omploy-

ment in the'moosure as Jewlsh development progresscd,

- m

I the allegation that the Jews are driwving the Jrabs off their lend, I,

Shertok said that with the progross of farming, JArah-peasants wgre. becoming

Jdore rooted in the soil, not less, and thet the Jews have, so for, nannred to
accuire less than scven pereent of the lend area of ralestine, Furthoumore,

he said, a large part of the lend acquirced by the Jews had not boein withdrmm

from Lreb farming ot all, It hod originslly been ;iven up o8 uncultivable

3

p;ﬁcl had tob ¢ recloimed ot a honvy cost,

It was J;J“.Ii’;l()‘l"t‘?.l'lt"‘b(‘)\ 'roinai':m’;aer s ne added , that the bulle of thie countrybs -
land aren —- 18 ,OOC-)I,OOC" dunains (1 c‘mﬂ.ﬁn”ac;?ials‘ 2% ncres) out of o fotal of
26,@00,000 -— wore todoy clnssed as wewltivable, The ..rabs s he scid, 1’1(;'.{’.1 no
.‘.'lCCl’lt-LVb to' dazvclép the largest pe.rﬁ ’O‘J'.' _ths.'b derelict tota' s nnd unluss* the

Jews were gaven the {reedom of wiperdmont and recluoantion s those larse troacts

-

would remodn for genciations to ¢ome, if robt forever, in the present state of

v 5

stoonotion, ' ”
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iz, Shertold then went o to gay thet 1£the Jevigbspeople;had been. given s
pré};';ei"éfimce-, Intérms off t4mé-and admindsteative. Facilitles:, for conducting
i’ér‘&gé‘lécéié T gration-and’ settlement’ in. the! tyue spirit oF; the Mandate, . then. the,
whole dreda:of Paléstine wdhuld! in anot-%too«distant future -have become l}gJ‘ﬂ{i‘ﬁhﬁ;?
State, that in, an independent state With a-Jewish majority. But, he sald, the
defection of ‘thé landatory in thd White Paper of 1932, its refl;}f_sal,:_tp'rqvqu“’pg' tbe
wtatus quo ante after tho war ; ‘and ‘bl apparent absence of a practicable.alter- ...
nafcivo“ to the Mandatory regime, ‘Slich a8 would rénder possible:the cnntinuation of
'la'x‘gleﬁcai& Jewish immigration and gettlement in an undivided Palestine over-a Lk
pericd ol wam, faced the Jowlsh ‘Agency wii;h:&he;i Imperative necesslty.of geeking
a short~cut to Independence. CL . : o RN SRS

Mr. Shertok then atressed thoe "frlghtiui urbcnc;y of a provision for an’
Imedlate substantial increase of inml{*x'utiun to Palestine if mass suf Tering vas
to be alleviated and tragedies were to be avolded.

Continuing, Mr. Shortolk stated that the sacrifices involved in the partition
plan for the Jewlsh people could not be exaggerated, and that in view of the far
reaching efiect of every aspect of the scheme on the Jewlsh future, the Jewish
Agency trusted that it would be given full opportunity to present and defend 1its
cage at such gub-commlttee or sub-committees as the Ad Hoc Committee might de~
clde to appoint. |

Of the proposed liconomic Union he saild that the Jewish Agency had accepted
it, but that gince sharp criticism of the idea was voiced by some Arab spokesmen,
and sinistor designe on the Arab Stale were imputed in this ccmect:Lon to the
Jewish Agency, he would moke 1t clear that the Jewish Agency did not in the least
regard the Bconomic Union as essential for the well-being of the Jewish State.
Rather on the contrary, he said, Jt entailed a heavy burden on its finances, and

fome curtallment of ite sovereignty. ( )
‘ MORE
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Declaring that the earllest: pasaxble._gxamb of Mdependence to Falestine might
now be regardad as a foregone conclusion, lr. Shertok €id ‘that in a uritary
State tne position of the Jews would be very unegual. Mr. Shertok added that the

Jewish Agency was greatly he;ﬁl‘”&g;lﬁﬁjbywﬁha Whatensnti made: by the Representativeg

of the US and the USSR, as ;wellf;as by, the:statements. wade by-other delegations,

Ccn;‘;ludving, Mr. Shertok: sta’ced;; thet. the: implementaticon ofithe United Nations
decision vas admittedly a merious problem. - The ;.{wisb‘-fxgencyq'.'he“‘sa;id‘,‘ was anxiow
to amgilst . in its solution in the‘ subweqm_mi,tﬁee-* and -would have practical proposals .
to make. Aryway, he added, thé practical -difficulty and international complica-
tions which hight arise from a new political settlement in Palestine would be -
smaller and less serious in the event of a United Nationg declsion: than without i,

Mr. Jamal Husseini, Vice-l’fésident of ;bhe Avab Highei' Cdinmittee. intimated
"that he would meke & statement at tomorrow's meeting. )

The Committee adjourned at 4;45 and will reconvene - tomorrow, Saturday, at
3: 00 -P.M.

(End of Take i3 and of Dress B RN S I
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