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Legislative framework
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• A Legislative mandate is a request for action addressed to the Secretary-General or an 
executive head acting on his behalf in a resolution or decision adopted by a competent 
United Nations intergovernmental organ (Regulations and Rules Governing Programme Planning, the 

Programme Aspects of the Budget, the Monitoring of Implementation and the Methods of Evaluation, ST/SGB/2018/3 refers);

• Budgets are driven by requests for action contained in a resolution or decision adopted 
by a competent United Nations intergovernmental organ; 

• Rule 153 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly 

• No resolution involving expenditure shall be recommended by a committee for approval 
by the General Assembly unless it is accompanied by an estimate of expenditures 
prepared by the Secretary-General; 

• No resolution involving expenditures  shall be voted by the General Assembly until the 
Fifth Committee has had an opportunity of stating the effect of the proposal upon the 
budget estimates of the United Nations.



How budgets are derived from Resolutions and Decisions
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Resources
$$  



Programme Budget Implications (PBI) defined

4

A PBI is:

• Prepared in response to a draft resolution (L. document) with mandates to the 
Secretariat to conduct new/expanded activities;

• Communicated to Member States prior to the adoption of a draft resolution;

• Issued as a supplementary budget to request additional resources to implement 
mandates not included in the current approved budget or proposed budget;

• Considered by the ACABQ and then by the Fifth Committee;

• Approved by formal decision of the General Assembly along side approval of the 
resolution.



Oral Statements
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▪ The programme budget implications may be communicated in the form of an Oral 
Statement when:  

• the resource implications are not yet known and are pending future decisions by 
Member States;

• the resource implications are known and will be communicated in a subsequent 
Revised Estimates Report, possibly grouping several PBIs; 

• the resource implications relate to a future proposed programme budget not yet 
issued by the Secretary-General; the resource implications would be proposed in the 
relevant future proposed programme budget.



Budgetary implications influenced by nuances in language

6

Illustrative examples

• Invites to explore…      N

(no conditions met)

• Decides to maintain…  N

(only condition 1 met)

• Invites a new report N

(only condition 2 met)

• Request a new report Y (both 

conditions met; hence, budget 

implications)



Costing resolutions: Resource changes are proposed if an internal review 

determines that the activities cannot be absorbed within existing resources
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Excerpts  A/C.2/78/L.59 



Support to Member States in linking mandate 
creation and the budgetary resources

• Briefings to main committees on PBI process

• Support on drafting and/or interpretation of text in resolutions

• Improve review and presentation of programme plans 
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