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UN Digital Library. 1st session of Human Rights Council was in 2006.

Principal UN Organs and the Human Rights Council adopted over 40,000 
resolutions, decisions, and presidential statements since 1946.
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A complex set of UN System entities has been created 
over the past 80 years to deliver on these mandates.

UN System Chart (2025).

UN SYSTEM CHART 
Full version, March 2025 *

Download

UN System

Chart
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Today, over 140 entities work across the wider UN System 
in service of Member States and their populations.

UN System Chart (2025). Entities that are subsidiary organs of General Assembly, incl. Training & Research and Other Entities , are included 

in “Funds, Programmes, etc”. Some entities are not shown and are included in “Other”.
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Across all pillars, UN System entities delivered about $69 billion 
in support and services in 2023.

UN System Chief Executive Board Statistics (2023).
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In 2023, the UN System connected with 193 Member States 
in over 4,000 offices in 1,100 duty stations across the world.

UN System Chief Executive Board Statistics (2023). Blue dots represent the presence of UN System personnel in each duty stati on.
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The UN System is a global platform that links humanity to shared goals 
and impacts hundreds of millions of lives on the ground.

Ten Ways the UN Makes A Difference 2025; 440M = children under 5 benefiting from nutrition support.
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In 2025, we expect resources across the UN System to shrink by up to 30% 
compared to 2023 – back to levels last seen 10 years ago.

UN System Chief Executive Board Statistics (2023).
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Without action, we risk losing our ability to serve those who need us most – 
with at least 30 million and potentially nearly 60 million lives impacted.

Note: Figures for on-the-ground and emergency support refer to estimated target population, based on evolving financial estimates.

>8B
people connected

to global goals

114M
people urgently

prioritized
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The UN80 Initiative is organized around 3 workstreams and 7 clusters.
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1 TASK FORCE
 

UN System-wide task force to 
guide the process, including 15 
principals from the UN 
Secretariat, Agencies, Funds, 
Programmes, and Regional 
Commissions.

3 WORKSTREAMS

EFFICIENCIES AND

IMPROVEMENTS

 

MANDATE 

IMPLEMENTATION 

REVIEW

 

STRUCTURE & 

PROGRAMME 

REALIGNMENT

 

7 CLUSTERS

PEACE AND SECURITY

DEVELOPMENT (SECRETARIAT)

DEVELOPMENT (UN SYSTEM)

HUMANITARIAN

HUMAN RIGHTS

TRAINING AND RESEARCH

SPECIALIZED AGENCIES

10



UNITED NATIONS 11

What a successful UN80 Initiative will result in:
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Our initial focus has been on the mandates for the >100 departments, 
offices, peace operations, and other entities in the UN Secretariat.

UN System Chart (2025). Entities that are subsidiary organs of General Assembly, incl. Training & Research and Other Entities , are included 

in “Funds, Programmes, etc”. Some entities are not shown and are included in “Other”.
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We compiled >3,900 ‘source documents’ that entities cite in their budgets 
when explaining why their programmes exist & why they require resources.

>3,900
mandate source documents cited in 
the UN Secretariat’s Programme 
Budgets* 

WHY PROGRAMMES EXIST
see ‘Mandates and Background’

WHY THEY REQUIRE RESOURCES
see ‘Legislative Mandates’ for 
programmes and subprogrammes

UN Secretariat Proposed Programme Budget for 2026. Peacekeeping Budget for 2025/26.

14

Visit mandates.un.org to 
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for the Programme, 

Peacekeeping, and other 

budgets
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UNITED NATIONS

We have set up mandates.un.org so that you can explore the data 
compiled here. We will add more entities and details in the coming days.

15

mandates.un.org
compiles the source documents that UN 
entities cite when explaining why their 
programmes exist and why they require 
resources, enabling better dialogue on 
mandate implementation



UN Secretariat Proposed Programme Budget for 2026. Peacekeeping Budget for 2025/26. UN Digital Library. Number of resolutions and decisions in 1963 was likely affected by financial 

crisis. 1st session of Human Rights Council was in 2006. 

Most of the >3,900 cited documents are from the body of resolutions 
passed since 1946 – and most of them date from the last 10 years.
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The mandate documents are the basis of UN Secretariat resource requests, 
totaling about $15B in 2023 – and representing 20% of the UN System total.

UN System Chief Executive Board Statistics (2023)
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Over 40% of mandates originate from the GA – any changes in mandates will 
require joint work through the relevant intergovernmental organs. 
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Other UN Organs

and Bodies *
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of mandate source documents 
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Mandate source 

documents cited in UN 

Secretariat Budgets

UN Secretariat Proposed Programme Budget for 2026. Peacekeeping Budget for 2025/26, 

Other UN Organs & Bodies include ECOSOC regional economic and functional commissions, UNEA, UN-Habitat Assembly, etc.
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explore the data
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Some UN entities cite a much larger number of mandate documents than 
others – and 50% of all citations are explained by only 5 entities.

UN Secretariat Proposed Programme Budget for 2026. Peacekeeping Budgets for 2025/26.
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Some source documents are cited by more than one UN entity, and often 
these are transformative agendas (e.g., Pact for the Future, 2030 Agenda).

UN Secretariat Proposed Programme Budget for 2026. Peacekeeping Budgets for 2025/26. 
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Most cross-citations, where two entities cite the same mandate, are in the 
development cluster: How can we specialize / collaborate more deeply?

UN Secretariat Proposed Programme Budget for 2026. Peacekeeping Budget for 2025/26. Note: H/R = Human Rights; D/C/T = Drugs, crime, terrorism; L = Legal;  Huma n. = Humanitarian
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Mandates entail not only substantive work but also IT, public info, security, 
conference services. Streamlining mandates will also streamline services.

UN DGACM

~2,300
pages on average 

per day
 

~400  
intergovernmental

organs

~27,000
calendar and

 non-calendar 
meetings per year
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PROCESSED DOCSSERVICED MEETINGSSERVICED ORGANS

$360M / YEAR
Cost of provisioning meeting and document 

services in New York, Geneva, Vienna and Nairobi
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KEY QUESTIONS & 
NEXT STEPS
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Three strategic questions to shape our joint impact in serving humanity.
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MANDATE
LANDSCAPE
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RESOURCES
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We will be working with you along this timeline.

31 JULY

Report by the 
Secretary-General

UN Secretariat 
Proposed Programme 
Budget for 2027

SPRING 2026

SEPTEMBER

General 
Debate

Revised UN Secretariat 
Proposed Programme 
Budget for 2026

SEPTEMBER

Operative Para
Registry (beta)

25 JULY

Mandate Source 
Registry (beta)

20 JUNE

Advancing Workstreams 1 / 2 / 3
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