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Background  

The call for a dedicated organ within the UN system for closing the science, technology, and innovation 

(STI) gap between least developed countries (LDCs) and other countries, both developing and developed, 

was first raised during the Fourth UN Conference on LDCs held in Istanbul, Turkey in May 2011. The 

Conference outcome document, the Istanbul Programme of Action for LDCs for the decade 2011-2020, 

articulated the need for paying greater attention to the development of STI in LDCs, including through the 

transfer of technology and the strengthening of intellectual property rights. In 2016, the General Assembly 

established the United Nations Technology Bank for Least Developed Countries (UNTB-LDC) as a 

subsidiary organ of the Assembly. The establishment of the Technology Bank marked the 

implementation of one of the key recommendations following the LDC4 conference and the realization of 

one of the first SDG Targets (Target 17.8), the first and only target of the 2030 Agenda to be fulfilled 

well before 2030. The Technology Bank became operational in 2018 and has been supporting the world's 

46 LDCs, including graduated countries for up to five years after graduation from the LDC category. More 

recently, the Doha Programme of Action for LDCs for the decade 2021-2030 has strengthened the 

mandate of the Technology Bank by assigning the Bank the role of a focal point for LDCs on STI-

related issues. 

Boosting partnerships & South-South, Triangular and North to South cooperation at all levels: 

proactive partnership at all levels is the building block for the work and mandate of the Technology Bank. 

With a collaborative approach in all our programmes, we bring together member states, LDCs, international 

organizations, UN entities and relevant international development stakeholders in well-defined 

responsibilities to strengthen synergies and support STI development in LDCs.  

Objectives 

Working in partnership, the UN Technology Bank supports LDCs to bridge the current technology gaps by 

facilitating the transfer of appropriate and affordable technology, enhance STI policymaking and develop 

need based STI capacities. We place LDC's STI opportunities and needs at the forefront of development 

programme collaboration and advocacy dialogues.  

The event will bring together partners, beneficiary countries and other stakeholders to showcase the value 

added of working in partnership with technology providers and LDCs to deliver results in STI. The UN 

Technology Bank and its partners will present and discuss collaboration in ongoing initiatives and 

programmes for technology transfer and STI capacity development. Speakers will discuss results to date 

and future objectives and perspectives on the Technology Needs Assessments, the Technology Makers Lab, 

the Programme of Collaboration with LDCs on biotechnology, post-harvest loss management, the 



 

International Design Education programme, the Rammed Earth Dwellings technology transfer, the Hear, 

Listen, Speak programme for children in Bhutan and other relevant collaboration in healthcare. 
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14:30-14:50 Welcome and introduction 

 

Taffere Tesfachew, Acting Managing Director, UN Technology Bank 

 

Opening remarks 

Prof. Mohamed Hassan, Chairman of the Governing Council, UN Technology Bank  

Mr. Stefano Manservisi, Governing Council Member, UN Technology Bank 

15:00-15:30 Part 1: Strengthening research and technology transfer 

 

Panelists: 

• Dr. Lawrence Banks, Director-General, ICGEB 

• Prof. Romain Murenzi, Executive Director, TWAS 

• Prof. Hasan Mandal, President, TÜBİTAK 

15:30-15:50 Part 2: Facilitating South-South know-how sharing 

 

Panelists: 

• Nicole Kouassi, UNDP Resident Representative, Niger 

• (Rachel) Qiurui Wang, Director, WEDC 

• Mr. Cheng Meng, Head of International Affairs, Ningbo Innovation Center, 

Zhejiang University 

15:50-16:00 Concluding remarks 

 


