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High-Level Forum on South-South Cooperation 

Statement by Brazil 

Everton Lucero, Secretary of Climate Change and Forests, Ministry of Environment 

Brazilian “Program for South-South Cooperation in Climate Change and Forests”  

Mr. Chairman,  

At the outset, allow me to thank you for promoting this important discussion on South-

South cooperation. Recognizing the complementary role of South-South cooperation, on the 

basis of solidarity and common sustainable development priorities, Brazil included a specific 

reference to this issue in its NDC. We pledged to undertake our “best efforts to enhance 

cooperation initiatives with other developing countries, particularly in the areas of: forest 

monitoring systems; biofuels capacity-building and technology transfer; low carbon and 

resilient agriculture; restoration and reforestation activities; management of protected areas; 

increased resilience through social inclusion and protection programmes; capacity building for 

national communications and other obligations under the Convention, in particular to 

Portuguese speaking countries”.  

The Brazilian Ministry of the Environment (MMA) is working in partnership with the 

Brazilian Cooperation Agency (ABC) in the development of a Brazilian “Program for South-

South Cooperation in Climate Change and Forests”. With a focus on REDD+, the Program 

seeks to coordinate and better meet the demands made by those countries interested in knowing 

the Brazilian experience in implementing the Warsaw Framework for REDD+.  

Brazil was the first developing country to meet all the requirements established by the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and to complete the 

implementation cycle of the Warsaw Framework for REDD+ and to have its results (measured, 

reported and verified) released by the transparency portal of the Convention, the Lima REDD+ 

Information Hub. The country is now able to receive payments for its REDD+ results achieved 
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in the Amazon biome between 2006 and 2015 - a total emission reduction of 6.1 billion tons of 

CO2 and a funding potential of USD 30 billion (considering 5 USD/ tonne of CO2).  

The Brazilian experience in developing and implementing effective public policies to 

protect its forests and curb deforestation and in developing vegetation cover monitoring 

systems, which allowed better monitoring of the progress of such policies, has attracted 

international recognition and calls from many countries willing to establish knowledge sharing 

channels and partnerships for technical and institutional capacity building. The different stages 

developing countries find themselves in the process to operationalize REDD+ also opens a 

window of opportunity for cooperation initiatives and exchange of experiences and knowledge.  

Given this context and in line with Brazil’s NDC, the Brazilian “Program for South-South 

Cooperation in Climate Change and Forests” may generate solutions to common challenges, 

strengthen institutional, technical and scientific capacities and promote the engagement of 

developing countries in mobilizing payment resources for REDD+ results. In addition, to 

achieve the commitments established by the Paris Agreement and the goals of the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development, support, cooperation and partnership among countries must be 

improved. In this sense, South-South Cooperation with a focus on REDD+ is a gateway and a 

key factor for success and implementation of NDCs in developing countries. The Program has 

as its overall objective to contribute to the reduction of global greenhouse gas emissions and 

the achievement of Parties commitments under the UNFCCC and Paris Agreement, through 

their NDCs, by strengthening the technical and institutional capacities of developing countries 

holding tropical forest with potential to generate results of reduction of deforestation and 

degradation, conservation and increase of forest carbon stocks and sustainable management of 

forest resources (REDD+). It also seeks to increase collaboration and exchange at the regional 

level.  

 

To achieve its overall objective, the Program will converge its efforts on the following 

specific objectives: implementing the Warsaw Framework for REDD+ and other REDD+ 

decisions under the UNFCCC; developing technical and institutional capacities for the 
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implementation of long-term monitoring systems and free access to information; transforming 

information into public policies and promoting their integration to reduce rates of deforestation 

and forest degradation globally and also promoting actions to mitigate greenhouse gases from 

the forest sector; establishing governance structures and national funds to receive results-based 

funding and jointly building international and national REDD+ resource transfer structures, 

considering the key role of the Green Climate Fund (GCF); and implementing REDD+ 

Safeguards at the regional level.  

For its implementation, the Program proposes the organization of activities into four 

general action lines: (i) Forest Cover Monitoring; (ii) Developing Evidence-Based Integrated 

Public Policy; (iii) Measuring, Reporting and Verification (MRV) of REDD+ results and 

developing REDD+ technical documents to be submitted to the UNFCCC; and (iv) Governance 

Structure and National Funds for REDD+. 

Mr. Chairman,  

This is a concrete initiative that the Brazilian government brings to the attention of this 

audience, based on a logic of sharing our own experience with a view to contributing to reaching 

the overall objective of the Paris Agreement.  


