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High-Level Forum on South-South Cooperation on Climate Change 
15 November, 2017, China Pavilion at COP23 Bonn Zone 

 

Ministerial Session: 10.00 – 11.30 am 

Statement of Minister, Ministry of Environment and Forests, Bangladesh 

 

• Let me sincerely appreciate the Government of China and United Nations 

Office for South-South Cooperation for organizing this timely event in the 

margin of COP23.  

• South-South Cooperation has provided the opportunities for wider 

collaboration and partnership among countries in the South. This ‘Horizontal 

Partnership’ based on trust, mutual benefitand long-term relations have 

become an alternative way to carrying out development cooperation. 

• Since the socio-economic conditions and pattern of growth are of similar 

nature in the southern countries, the sharing and transfer of knowledge, 

innovation and best practices under this horizontal partnership will yield 

sustainable benefits.  

• I feel that in collaborative engagement on climate actions, especially on 

adaptation and mitigation measures, innovative, adaptable and cost-effective 

solutions should be given due importance. In this case, collaboration on 

energy efficiency, energy conservation and utilization of renewable energy 

is vital. On the other hand, cooperation in building climate resilient 

infrastructure is equally important for adaptation.  

• In Bangladesh, we have made success in utilizing solar power by installing 

around 4.5 million solar home systems mostly in rural areas providing 

electricity to 18 million people. We are expanding this by establishing solar 

parks, solar mini-grids, solar irrigation pumps, etc.I believe that south-south 
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cooperation can be instrumental in this front through transfer of cost-

effective improved technology.   

• Let me share with you that we have developed Energy Efficiency and 

Energy Conservation Master Plan where specific areas of interventions have 

been identified.We have started implementing some of them.South-South 

cooperation can bring about mutual benefits in this regard.  

• On building resilience in some of the most impacted sectors like agriculture, 

water resources, infrastructure, this horizontal partnership can provide 

significant contributions. 

• For your information, Bangladesh government created Climate Change Trust 

Fund with her own scarce resource amounting to 400 USD over the last few 

yearsto meet the urgent and immediate needs of the country. But our needs 

are huge which can be supplemented through international support including 

south-south cooperation.  

• We are pioneer in preparing Country Investment Plan on Environment, 

Forestry and Climate Change where we identified priority areas for 

investment. This opens up the opportunity for partners to invest in priority 

areas of mutual benefits.  

• As we - the senior political leaders of the developing world are here, we 

should take this opportunity to get engaged constructively to move this 

cooperation forward for our mutual benefit and achieving sustainable 

development. 

• I once again register my thanks to the Government of China and United 

Nations Office for South-South Cooperation for organizing this important 

event.  


