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The solar lamp helps my whole family. 

Before, my 5 siblings and I would all gather 
around the kerosene lamp or a candle to 

do our assignments. We could barely see. 
But now, we simply place the lantern at a 
central point and with the maximum light 

settings, we are all able to see without any 
struggle. I have also gone a grade up in 

school, from the extra study hours I put in 
at night using my solar lamp.  

Amina Abdi 
Student, Bulampya School 

 
The overall school grades have improved 

due to the extra study hours that the pupils 
are now able to put in early morning and 
late in the evening because they have 

electricity. 

Joel Sikia, Senior Teacher 
Oloshoibor Primary School  

 
The importance of the solar lanterns 

cannot be over emphasized especially for 
our children who are from pastoralist 
communities.  In Samburu, we have 

something unique called ‘mobile schools’. 
These schools move from place to place. 
While we cannot carry electricity with us 

every time we relocate, the solar lanterns 
are portable. These are the kinds of 

initiatives that will transform our lives; that 
will make our children be able to compete 
with the rest of the pupils from the rest of 

the country. 

Halkano Bonaya 
Education Office, Samburu County 

What are the bold actions being taken by the Government to 
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals in Kenya?

Energy is central to nearly every 
major challenge and opportunity 
the world faces today. Be it for 
jobs, security, climate change, 
food production or increasing 
incomes, access to energy for all 
is essential.  

In Kenya, the Government 
recognizes energy as one of the 
country’s key enablers of 
economic and human 
development, since energy 
provides critical opportunities for 
the country. With access to 
affordable energy, businesses 
can thrive, industries can increase 
productivity, hospitals can operate 
properly, households can improve 

livelihoods and students can 
study at home at night. Through 
the Rural Electrification 
Programme and the Last Mile 
Connectivity Project, efforts are 
being made in Kenya to harness 
the resources of renewable 
energy, such as wind, solar, 
geothermal, hydro and biomass 
energy, to ensure that all people 
have access.  

The Government has been 
accelerating efforts to raise the 
connectivity rate through the 
extension of low voltage network 
to households. The connectivity 
project is expected to reach about 
500,000 households with an 

Excited pupils from Ramadhan primary school can now use proper reading light when doing their homework, 
instead of using kerosene lamps or reading near the fireplace in their homes after UNDP distributed the lanterns 

in Isiolo County. © UNDP Kenya 
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estimated 2.5 million people by 
the end of 2017.  

This, however, represents only 8 
per cent of the rural-households 
that are estimated to be 
connected to the national grid. 
Concerted efforts are needed by 
all stakeholders to ensure that 
there is a wider reach at the 
household level.  

In support of the Government’s 
initiatives, the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) 
has facilitated the purchase and 
installation of solar units and a 
wind turbine (to increase energy 
production to almost 25 Kilowatts 
of constant electricity supply) to a 
rescue center for orphaned girls 
and girls escaping from Female 

Genital Mutilation and early 
marriage in Kajiado County 
through the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF) Small Grants 
Programme. In Samburu and 
Isiolo counties, over 2,000 
portable solar lanterns that are 
rechargeable with solar power 
have been distributed to 26 
schools and 10 health facilities. 
Students use the solar lanterns as 
a reading light at home when they 
study. Overall, the support has 
benefitted almost 10,000 people. 

Why do the above actions 
matter to the people in Kenya?  

Lack of access to adequate 
lighting at home is a major 
impediment for school children 
residing in the marginalized areas 

in Kenya in terms of their 
academic performance. In most 
instances, they are forced to use 
kerosene lamps or firewood lit 
within cooking spaces in order to 
get lighting for reading books. 
Smoke from the kerosene lamps 
and firewood is hazardous to their 
health and many school children 
are suffering from lung related 
diseases or impaired eye sight.  

Children from the marginalised 
areas are, thus, disadvantaged 
and their academic performances 
are unable to compete fairly with 
children from the urban areas who 
have sufficient access to safe and 
clean energy.  

What SDGs have been 
particularly advanced though 
the project? 

The project focuses on Goal 4 on 
Quality Education and Goal 7 on 
Affordable and Clean Energy.  

  

Power at their fingertips: This pupil at Oloshoibor primary school now has access to clean energy in her school and 
dormitory allowing her to study and improve her performance. © UNDP Kenya 
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