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His Excellency Mr Ban Ki Moon, UN Secretary General

Excellencies Heads of State and Government

Distinguished delegates and colleagues,

I am deeply honoured to be at this Signing Ceremony of the Paris Agreement
today. On behalf of the Government of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, I
would like to thank His Excellency Mr Ban Ki Moon, UN Secretary General, for
convening this important event.

Excellencies,

The Paris Agreement adopted at COP21 last year serves as a basis for our actions
to address climate change. Our gathering here on the Mother Earth Day as such
manifests our firm political support and commitments to and responsibilities,
common but differentiated though, for saving the Earth through, among others,
implementing this historic agreement.

The signing of the Paris Agreement is another significant step in combatting
climate change gained at COP21. Viet Nam believes that it is only the beginning
of a new era of low carbon and climate change resilience that we are yearning for.

To work towards that new era, Viet Nam wishes to propose the following:

Firstly, the established financial, technology and capacity building mechanisms
must be fully operationalised to provide sufficient instruments for responding to
climate change.

Secondly, all countries should exert highest efforts and ambitions to implement
their submitted intended nationally determined contributions (INDCs) to achieve
the objectives of the Paris Agreement. In the mean time, pre-2020 commitments
must be fulfilled to avoid the gap that threatens to further intensify climate
change.

Thirdly developed countries must demonstrate their leadership by not only
fulfilling commitments in their INDCs but also mobilising and providing financial
resources for technology development and transfer and capacity building for



developing countries to implement their INDCs and non-regret projects, in both
adaptation and mitigation.

Excellencies,

Viet Nam is one of the developing countries most vulnerable to climate change
and its impacts. Just a single example: The on-going severe drought and salt
intrusion in the Mekong Delta and Central Highlands of Viet Nam has already
caused a loss of USD 240 million to our country and threatened the livelihood of
millions of people. Addressing climate change is now an urgent task for the
Government and the people of Viet Nam.

By signing the Paris Agreement today, Viet Nam reaffirms its commitments to
combat climate change, as the Prime Minister of Viet Nam put it strongly last
year in Paris. Ratification of this Agreement is also on our Government's agenda
this year, while continued efforts to attain the targets set out in our submitted
INDC are further heightened. Our Government is developing a concrete plan to
reduce 8 per cent of GHG emissions by 2030 against the business as usual
scenario, using our own resources. We call for support from the international

community in terms of finance, technology and capacity building so that we could
reduce GHG by 25% or more, further building our society and economy more
resilient to climate change.

Excellencies,

Without concerted efforts and actions no single country is able to effectively
tackle the global challenge of climate change. We have gone the long, difficult,
bumpy road to reach the Paris Agreement. It is now high time to bring this
important agreement into force by early ratification by all signatory parties.

Time does not wait for us. Actions, not only words, must be taken.

Only by doing so, can we embark on the journey of building a more sustainable
future and save our planet for today and future generations.

I thank you for your attention.


