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Your Excellency, Secretary General,

Honourable Heads of State and Government,

Executive Secretary of the UNFCCC,

At the outset let me commend the Secretary-General for organizing this event and for his leadership and

commitment to advancing climate action and in building momentum for the Paris Agreement.

The Paris Agreement represents a global commitment to urgently address one of the world's greatest

challenges. It is a promise to those who are the most vulnerable and whose lives are already being

affected by the onslaught of climate change.

Timor-Leste like other Least Developed Countries and Small Island Developing States has not

contributed to the cause of climate change. However, its impacts amplify our existing and future

development challenges. Changing rainfall patterns, floods, landslides, soil erosion, drought and sea

level rise have had an impact across all key development sectors. Climate change threatens our food,

energy, water, resource and social security.

Todays' event is truly historic, and the commitment displayed by the LDCs and SIDS to take concrete

steps towards addressing climate change must be matched by action from our partners and other

stakeholders. We urge developed countries to take the lead in reducing their emissions and in fulfilling

long-standing pledges on means of implementation. We also recognize the role to be played by civil

society, academia, and the private sector in ensuring our collective success.

Mr. Chair,

It is my pleasure to announce that Timor-Leste will submit its Intended Nationally Determined

Contribution following the signing ceremony of the Paris Agreement. The INDC covers both adaptation

and mitigation priorities and actions. At present we are already implementing a number of adaptation

priorities through our National Adaptation Program of Actions. Timor-Leste is also focusing on a low-

carbon development path through the promotion of renewable energy and would like to highlight that a

permanent agriculture practice has been introduced to reduce incidents of slash and burn.

Following Timor-Leste's signature of the Paris Agreement today, a national implementation analysis will

begin. The results of this analysis will input into our ratification process.

In conclusion, Mr. Chair,

I wish to reiterate Timor-Leste's strong commitment to addressing climate change, and towards

continued global action.

Thank you.


