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Mr. Secretary-General,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me first associate with the statement made by the European Union on

behalf of its 28 Member States. It is with a great enthusiasm that I am

attending this ceremony which marks the beginning of a process that will

contribute to a collective effort towards a better future of our planet.

In Paris, we achieved an historic agreement. Keeping the momentum of

Paris will be a challenge; hence we ought to strive for a collaborative and

constructive involvement with our partners.

Portugal believes that Paris was not the end but rather the beginning of a

long process that will only succeed if we can maintain the same

enthusiasm and high level commitment exercised in December.

The agreement we have achieved, is anchored in key elements such as

global participation, transparency and conception of an ambitious

mechanism of five years, which will enable us to collectively reach the

objectives of maintaining a global average temperature increase below 2°

C and to continue the efforts to limit it to 1.5 °C.



In the coming years, international climate change negotiations will

continue to develop rules for the implementation of this agreement.

These negotiations will be critical, therefore, to be successful, we must

keep an open mind and a constructive approach with all partners.

The political commitment displayed by more than 180 countries through

the submission of Nationally Determined Contributions, in the context of

the Paris Agreement, is encouraging and proof of the potential of this

agreement in the fight against climate change.

Mr. Secretary-General,

Portugal is strongly committed in its ongoing fight against the climate

change. We have gone beyond the Kyoto Protocol, we have overcome the

performance that we were bound to (limiting the increase of emissions by

20% during the period from 2008 to 2012 compared to 1990, when the

Kyoto target allowed an increase of 27%) and we are on track to meet the

second goal of the commitment period for 2020.

In this context, we have already adopted a national legislation to fulfill our

commitments for 2030 and in 2015 we implemented the National Climate

Change Program with a reduction target of 30% to 40 by 2030, below 2005

levels, including sectoral targets.

These initiatives are in line with our commitment to reach the profound

decarburization of our economy. We have already taken important steps

towards promoting renewable energy, reducing dependence on energy

imports, and we are in the process of developing policies that aim at the

reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in both the transport and housing

sector, for example, the vitalization of electrical mobility and the



promotion of modal shift, a clear commitment in efficient public

transportation and environmentally-friendly, or encouraging, promoting

and facilitating of urban rehabilitation, thereby increasing energy

efficiency.

But we are prepared to go further, as our objective is a future without

carbon emissions. We encourage all countries to develop the necessary

legislation for implementing its objectives for climate policy.

Mr. Secretary-General,

Portugal wants to be at the forefront of the ratification of the Paris

Agreement. And I wish to assure you that as of today we will start,

internally, the procedures for its ratification, ensuring that, as soon as

possible, will be able to deposit its instrument with the Secretary-General

of the United Nations, thus demonstrating to the international community

that our effort and our enthusiasm did not end in Paris, but were only

reinforced with Paris.

Portugal will continue to cooperate with its partners. We have been

working closely with the African Portuguese-speaking countries in

implementing mitigation and adaptation projects. We collaborated in the

preparation of NDC's and in particular, in the aspects of institutional

capacity that apply to various sectors, such as waste and transparent

energy systems. Portugal has supported the strengthening of the role of

the Community of Portuguese Speaking Countries under the UNFCCC

regarding the development of institutional capacity on climate change in

this area of partnerships.



Bearing in mind the level of commitment reached in Paris, I am convinced

that, together, we can overcome the challenges of climate change.

Thank you.


