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Salutations:
United Nations Secretary General,

Your Excellencies,
Secretary General,
Honottrable .Prime Ministers,
Honourable Ministers,
Fellow Colleagues

I feel particularly honoured to be present here today to participate at this historical signing cere-
mony of the Paris Agreement. I would like to statÿ by thanking fhe Secretary General for his
tireless commitment in championing this cause. This time around, we are profoundly grateful to
him for providing us, a much needed opportunity to accelerate the process for the coming into
force of the Paris Agreement.

When we met last December in Paris, our presence as Heads of States and Govermnents served
to lend the required political weight and constructive support that was necessary.

After so many years of tedious and arduous negotiations, we managed to seal a legally binding
Agreement, under formidable French leadership, that embodies constructive and salient path-
ways, which will lead to an irreversible and ongoing transition to a climate neutral and resilient
global economy for the benefit of all.

It was not an easy task but we were resolute and the Paris Agreement became a resounding
success of global diplomacy, which we all contributed to. The most arduous part of climate
diplomacy begins here and now however, as we embark on the task to transform what we have
achieved at the political level into concrete action and tangible outcomes. If we mean business,
this is the right opportunity to put ourselves on track to achieve global climate security by the
end of the century.
Our resilience as the member States of the United Nations depends on understanding how
things have changed and what kind of "added-value" we can give in this new geopolitical world
order of the twenty first century. This we have done in Paris and this is what we should aim to
do today and in years to come. Playing upon our strengths, even by networking at the grassroots
level," this session may provide us with a niche opportunity for exploring how we can pave the
way forward for the essential capacity-building that will enhance our chances of adequate cli-
mate governance on a naJtional, regional and global level.

The Paris Agreement will affect all States, cities, and communities, as Governments' our role
will be to drive this transformation with ambitious policies.

The climate plans that States presented in advance of Paris are an,important first step. Apart
from the urgent need to transform these visions into reality, let us remind ourselves that the next
ten to fifteen years are critical for us States to limit global warming well below 2 degrees
celsius and less. The Paris Agreement enables us to review these plans every 5 years, to keep us
on track until we reach climate neutrality. It is also essential to report publicly on what we have
achieved. The longer we wait, the costlier initiating action becomes and the damage caused by
climate change will be more extensive and expensive.
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Reconciling the achievement of sustainable development goals with climate action is a reality,
which Malta, the smallest member State of the European Union has experienced. We firmly
believe that climate policy is 'learning by doing' and we are keen to learn more and to share
what we have learnt. Together with the other EU member states and as Commonwealth Chair
in Office, Malta has shared its experiences in the human resources aspect of capacity-building,
inter sectoral climate governance and the formulation of climate plans.
In the end, many aspects of climate action such as clean energy, waste and water management,
climate-smart agriculture all present unique opportunities to achieve sustainable development
goals for the benefit of our citizens, communities, and businesses.

The founding members of the United Nations believed that because of the diversity of the
member States, the UN could play a unique role within the international community to serve as
an example of cooperation and active participation when addressing issues of global concern.
They believed this was possible, notwithstanding the political polarization that dominated the
mid twentieth century. Six decades later, Malta believes that the UN still has a fundamental role
to play in overcoming today's political divisiveness by transforming the very circumstances that
may work against us, as the necessary leverage for taking up new initiatives and responsibilities
in an international community that is widely different from the one which existed, sixty, fifty or
twenty five years ago.

Let us consider that the challenges we face today and the emerging realities of global geopoli-
tics can sev.ÿe to strengthen our deteÿSnation to strive for the we!! being ofour nations by gb¢ÿ
ing our peoples a fair chance to live in a climate resilient world. There is no "Planet B". The
time is ripe for enhancing the environmental and socio economic fabric of our nations, whilst
addressing the needs of the vulnerable. This should be our common legacy.


