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Your Excellency,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honour for me to attend this high-level ceremony for the opening for signature of

the Paris Agreement. I am proud that, on behalf of the Government of Georgia, by signing of

the document I confirm the commitment of my country to strengthen its efforts in fighting

climate change.

Let me, first, extend my sincere gratitude to Your Excellency, Mr. Ban Ki-moon for convening

this high-level ceremony. Allow me as well express our great appreciation to the UNFCCC

Secretary, Ms. Christiana Figueres and all distinguished colleagues for their great contribution

to the Paris Agreement.

Georgia appreciates adoption of Paris Agreement and considers that this new treaty is the start

of a new era of international actions on climate change - the agreement is a bridge between

today's policies and climate-neutrality before the end of the century.

The Government of Georgia, by formulating an ambitious Intended Nationally Determined

Contribution (INDC) ahead of the 2015 Conference of the Parties in Paris, has shown itself to

be committed to taking positive steps toward global efforts to fight climate change. Despite

the national GHG emission of Georgia is approximately 0.03°/o of global emissions, my country

took a responsibility to combat climate change by transforming its economy to low carbon and

climate resilient pathway. Therefore, Georgia's INDC - the first quantified international

commitment to mitigate climate change - is fair and ambitious document.

GHG emissions of Georgia in 2014 constituted 16 million tons of carbon dioxide (CO2), about

34% of 1990 year level. Economic growth is definitely accompanied by increase in GHG



emissions unless particular efforts undertaken to substantially limit this increase by boosting

investments in low carbon technologies throughout the country.

Georgia has already taken efficient steps towards Climate Change Mitigation. Preparation of

low emission development strategy supported by the US Government will be finalized soon.

National Energy Efficiency Action Plan is under preparation. 11 cities of Georgia have joined

European Union Initiative "Covenant of Mayors" and voluntarily committed to achieve GHG

emission reduction. Moreover, Georgia will undertake efforts to submit more ambitious

nationally determined contribution by 2020 as UNFCCG Parties are requested to update their

NDGs every five years.

Georgia is not a big country. However, we believe that actions taken by small countries, like

Georgia, are an essential part of the global fight against climate change. Perhaps more

importantly, we also believe that small countries can be engines of creativity, capable of trying

out new ideas, setting ambitious goals, exporting clean energy, and serving as a model for other

countries - showing that restrictions on the use of fossil fuel and excessive consumption do

not restrict economic and political development but give more opportunity for the future

growth - the growth in a sustainable way.

Adaptation element of the Paris Agreement is vitally important for many countries as climate

change and its adverse impacts pose severe threats to sustainable development. In case of 2 °C

or higher increase in global temperature, effects will become more severe in the future. This

will create an extra burden on the development of society. Accordingly, adaptation to climate

change is one of the main priorities for my country.

We highly appreciate the steps taken by the Parties in reaching the historic agreement last

year in Paris. This is a challenge for us, but at the same time to meet this challenge is our

privilege.

Let me conclude that the Government of Georgia is ready to contribute to international efforts

in implementation of the Paris Agreement. I am confident that concerted actions taken by the

international community is the most feasible instrument to reduce potential threats to human

well-being and security.

Thank you.


