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Mr. Co-Chair,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentleman

At the outset, please let me salute you and express my appreciation on your appointment as Co-Chair of

the Paris Agreement Signing Ceremony. I would also like to command the Secretary General for

convening this important ceremony.

Mr. Co-Chair,

The signature of the Paris agreement is a landmark to fight global warming and this is, with no doubt, an

auspicious moment.

Climate change is one of the greatest challenges of our time with adverse effects on natural and human

systems and consequently with negative effects on sustainable development. The signature of this

agreement by the majority of the UN member states expresses the political will of the international

community to place the world on a pathway towards decarbonisation and climate-resilient economy. By

doing so, we all agree that the investment in mitigation and adaptation activities will offer the world the

best chance of achieving the SDGs by 2030.

The Paris Agreement is a major global step towards tackling climate change, yet much more remains to

be done. We understand that countries with special needs like SIDS, due to their particular exposure to

climate change and high level of vulnerability, require special attention. In that sense more than ever it's

vital a strong, clear and predictable commitment on climate finance, capacity building and technology

transfer.

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me ensure you that Cabo Verdean authorities will make every effort to ratify the Paris Agreement as

soon as possible. We believe that the procedure of ratification may be done in one-year period.

Cabo Verde is committed to address the climate change and has chosen the path of renewable energies

to reduce energy dependency, and promote a low-carbon emission. We are committed to achieve 100%

renewable energy in the grid by 2025. At the present moment, approximately 30% of the electricity

produced in our country comes from renewable sources.

Excellences,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As a Small Island Developing State, Cabo Verde has vulnerabilities and many challenges including,

severe need of adaptation associated with accelerated desertification process, scarcity of water and food

security, which prevent the achievement of the set goals. For those reasons and in order to fully achieve

our goals and targets, Cabo Verde calls for international support, specially from the UN System, which we

believe can play an important role in fostering an integrated development approach to improve climate

resilience and promote sustainable development.

ITHANK YOU.


